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PREFACE. 


Tus following Work owes its 

origin to the favourable reception | 
which the Public has been pleafed 

to give to the ‘ Enquiry into the 

‘© Duties of Men ;” and to wifhes 

intimated from different quarters 

very deferving of attention. 


That I might have a reafonable 
chance of laying before the Reader 
a performance not deftitute of all 
claim to originality ; I purpofely 
abftained, until the principal part 
was executed, from the perufal of 
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other Treatifes addreffed to perfons 
of the Female Sex, or primarily de- 
figned for their inftru@tion. I then 
thought it incumbent upon me to 
examine various works of that na- 
ture. The refult proved as was to 
be expected, I found many opinions 
coinciding with my own, many dif- 
fering totally from them. The lat- 
ter circumftance led to alterations 
wherever -reflection convinced me 
that I had:been in a greater or a lefs 
degree under the influence of error; 
and to additions when they ap- 
peared neceflary for the fupport of 
my own fentiments, and the mat- 
ter in queftion feemed important 
enough to require them. On fuch 
occafions, however, my object has 
been to furnifh ufeful rules and 
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juft conclufions, with a brief ex- 
planation of the grounds of them ; 
rather than to point out and cenfure 
the individuals, ‘who, in my appre- 
henfion, have recommended what 
ought’ to be fhunned, or have 
refted judicious maxims of conduct 
wholly or in part on improper mo- 
tives. In one or two inftances I 
have been obliged, for the fake of 
perfpicuity, to ftate with plainnefs 
the objectionable pofition. But I 
have been folicitous not to load a 
practical work with controverfy. 


Yoxary Lopes, 
O&. 18, 1796. 
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New Editions of the following Works, by Tuomas 
GrssorNE, M. A. (Author of the Enquiry 
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W. Davies, STRAND. 
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AN 
ENQUIRY 
INTO THE 


DUTIES OF THE FEMALE SEX. 


CHAP. I. 


PLAN OF THE WORK EXPLAINED, 


Ix the outfet of the prefent undertaking 
it may be proper briefly to ftate the plan 
on which it is conducted. 


The duties of the female fex, in general, 
are the objects which it is propofed to in- 
veftigate. The obfervations contained in 
the following pages will, in many cafes, 
have an efpecial reference to the condu@& 
of women placed in the higher or in the 
middle claffes of fociety; but they will 
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feldom be direéted exclufively to any rank 
or ftation. It is my wifh, and it will be 
my endeavour, that this treatife, as far as 
it is capable of being ufeful, may be ufe- 
ful to readers of every defcription. 


The fphere of domeftic life, the fphere 
in which female exertion is chiefly oc- 
cupied, and female excellence is beft dif- 
played, admits far lefs diverfity of ation, 
and confequently of temptation, than is to 
be found in the widely differing profeflions 
and employments into which. private ad- 
vantage and public good require that men 
fhould be diftributed. The barrifter and 
the phyfician have their refpeCtive duties, 
and their refpective trials. The fundamental 
principles by which both the one and the 
other is to regulate his conduct are the 
fame. The occafion, however, on which 
thofe principles are to operate, and the 
enticement, whether of pleafure or of in- 
teret, by which their prefent effet is im- 
peded, and. their future flability endan- 


gered, are continually prefenting them- 
2 {elves 
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felves to each in a fhape correfponding to 
the purfuits in which he is buficd, and the 
objets moft familiar to his attention and 
defire, But the wife and the daughter of 
the former are fearcely diftinguifhed as 
fuch, by any peculiarities of moral obliga- 
tion, from the perfons ftanding in the fame 
degree of relationfhip to the latter. The 
difcriminating lines, unlefs their number or 
their ftrength be increafed by circumftances 
not neceflarily refulting from the profeffion 
of the hufband or the father, are few, ob- 
{cure, and inconftant. The fame general 
truth might be exemplified in a variety of 
additional inftances. Even the fuperiority 
of rank which elevates the peerefs above 
her untitled neighbour, though it unquef- 
tionably creates a difference between their 
re{fpective duties, is far from creating a 
difference equal to that which fubfifts be- 
tween the duties of an hereditary legiflator 
and thofe of a private gentleman. Such 
being the general fimilarity in the fituation 
of women, differing in fome refpects from 
each other in outward circumftances, or 

B2 l even 
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even placed in feparate claffes of fociety ; I 
purpofe to couch in genera! terms the re- 
marks about to be offered on the conduct 
of the female fex. But I fhall at the fame 
time be ftudioufly folicitous to point out, 
whenever a fit occafion fhall intervene, the 
moft prominent of thofe inftances in which 
the moral aétivity and the moral vigilance 
of the female mind are to be guided into 
particular channels, in confequence of fome 
particularity, either in the ftation of the in- 
dividual, or in the rank or profeffion of her 
neareft conne@tions. ‘The peculiar tempta- 
tions of the capital, and thofe of the country, 
will alfo receive the diftin@ confideration 
which they deferve. 


Marriage draws a broad line of difcrimi- 
nation, feparating the female fex into two 
claffes, each of which has moral duties and 
trials peculiar to itfelf. A writer, therefore, 
whofe inquiries, in whatever manner they 
may be carried on, fhall relate to the whole 
circle of feminine duties, will almoft ine- 
vitably find himfeif conftrained to confider 

the 
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the duties of married women in fome mea- 
fure apart from thofe of the fingle. Yet he 
will not fail to perceive, on the flighteft at- 
tention to his fubje&, that there are nume- 
rous rules of moral obligation which attach 
equally on women of either clafs; rules 
which refpeét fundamental principles of ac- 
tion, difpofitions of the heart, the cultivation 
of the underftanding, the employment of 
time, and various other particulars effential 
or fubfervient to excellence and ufefulnefs of 
character. How then is he to avoid tedious 
and unprofitable repetition in the reflec- 
tions which he makes, and the advice 
which he offers? By determining, previ- 
oufly to the commencement of his work, 
the plan of compofition and arrangement 
moft favourable, in his judgement, to per- 
{picuity and impreffivenefs ; and then, by 
inferting fuch obfervations as are applicable 
both to fingle and matrimonial life in that 
part of his performance in which, whether 
it relates chiefly to the married or to the 
unmarried, they feverally will beft accord 
with the general fcheme already {fettled. 

B3 I have 
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I have to requeft my readers of all de- 
{criptions uniformly to bear in mind, that 
fuch is the principle on which I conceive 
it advifable to proceed. 


As my defign in the prefent work is to 
promote, as far as may be in my power, the 
welfare of the female fex, an error or tempta- 
tion becomes entitled to notice, when it is 
one to which women are expofed, though 
they fhould not be expofed to it in a greater 
degree than the other fex. In animad- 
verting on fubjects of this defcription, I 
may not always be found to have obferved, 
when the obfervation would have been 
well-founded, that the animadverfion 
might be extended to men. Sometimes 
too, in fpeaking of failings which prevail 
in the female world, I may negle& ex- 
prefsly to ftate, when I might ftate with 
truth, that there is a large number of 
individuals who are exempt from them. 
Let not the former omiffion be afcribed to 
partiality, nor the latter to the injuftice of 
indifcriminate cenfure, I fhall be gene- 

. tally 


rcin.org.pl 


PLAN OF TEE WORK EXPLAINED. 7 


rally folicitous to exprefs myfelf fo as to 
preclude the poffibility of fuch fufpicions. 
But it may be better even to incur a {mall 
rifk of occafional mifconftruction, than to 
weary the reader with the perpetual recur- 
rence of qualifying and explanatory phrafes. 


Some of the obfervations advanced in 
the fubfequent chapters will not, I truft, 
appear to the generality of thofe who 
may perufe them, the lefs deferving of 
regard, in confequence of being deduced 
from fcriptural authority. To fuch per- 
fons as, rejecting that authority, have im- 
bibed opinions concerning female duties, 
and the ftandard of female excellence, at 
variance with thofe which Chriftianity 
inculcates, let me be permitted to recom- 
mend, antecedently to every ftudy and to 
every purfuit, a deliberate and candid ex- 
amination of the evidence of a religion, 
which promotes human happinefs by the 
holinefs and wifdom of the principles and 
rules of conduct which it furnifhes for 
this life, as well as by affording, to the 
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fincere Chriftian, grounds of hope and 
confolation in looking forward to another. 
And fuch of my readers as confefs the 
divine origin of the Gofpel, and in con- 
fequence acknowledge the duty of regu- 
lating their ations by Chriftian rules, I 
would remind of two circumftances, which 
appear to be among the caufes that moft 
powerfully impede the influence of religion 
in this country. Firft; that numbers, 
who regard themfelves as acting conform- 
ably to the dictates of Chriftianity, are by 
no means in the habit of examining with 
{ufficient care, whether the rules by which 
they act are truly Chriltian rules, that is to 
fay, exprefsly contained in the Gofpel, or 
fairly deducible from it. And, fecondly; 
that they fcarcely confider at all, that a 
conformity even to right rules cannot be 
expected to be available in the fight of 
God, except it proceeds, in proportion to 
our knowledge, from Chriftian views and 
difpofitions ; from a profound reverence 
and grateful love for our Supreme Bene- 
factor, and an earneft defire to obey and 
pleafe him in every action of our lives. 
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CHAP. Il 


GENERAL GROUNDS OF THE IMPORT- 
ANCE OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER 
BRIEFLY STATED, 


I N the courfe of a work which purpofes. 
to inveftigate fomewhat at length the fe- 
veral duties of the female fex, the import- 
ance of the female character will naturally 
difclofe itfelf, It is not by ftudied pane- 
gyric, but by delineating in detail the 
various and momentous duties, to the dif- 
charge of which women are called both 
by reafon and revelation, that the influence 
of feminine virtues will be rendered moft 
confpicuous. It is thus too that the re- 
fponfibility attached to that influence in 
all its branches, in all its minuteft capacities 
of being beneficially employed, will be 
placed in the ftrongeft light; a circum- 
ftance of so {mall efficacy as to precluding 

the 
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the emotions of arrogance and the confi- 
dence of felf-fufficiency, which are ever 
likely to be produced by fimple eulogium. 
The general contempt, therefore, which is 
fometimes manifefted refpecting women by 
perfons of the other fex, and moft fre- 
quently by perfons who are the leaft capa- 
ble of forming ajudgement concerning thofe 
whom they profefs to defpife, would not 
have induced me to make any preliminary 
obfervations on the fubje@t. There is, how- 
ever, a prejudice which it is defirable to re- 
move without delay, becaufe it is found to 
exift in female minds, and unavoidably 
contributes, in proportion to its ftrength, 
to extinguifh the defire of improvement, 
and to reprefs ufeful exertion. The fact 
is this Young women endowed with 
good underftandings, but defirous of jufti- 
fying the mental indolence which they 
have permitted themfelves to indulge ; or 
difappointed at not perceiving a way open 
by which they, like their brothers, may 
diftinguith themfelves and rife to eminence, 
are occafionally heard to declare their opi- 
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nion, that the fphere in which women are 
deftined to move is fo humble and fo li- 
mited, as neither to require nor to reward 
affiduity ; and under this impreffion, either 
do not difcern, or will not be perfuaded 
to confider, the real and deeply interefting 
effeéts, which the conduét of their fex will 
always have on the happinefs of fociety. 
In attempting to obviate this error, I fhould 
be very culpable were I to flatter the am- 
bitious fondnefs for diftinction, which may, 
in part at leaft, have given rife to it. To 
fuggeft motives to unafluming and virtuous 
activity, is the purpofe of the following 
brief remarks, 


Human happinefs is on the whole 
much lefs affefted by great but unfrequent 
events, whether of profperity or of adver- 
fity, of benefit or of injury, than by {mall 
but perpetually recurring incidents of good 
or evil. Of the latter defcription are the 
effets which the influence of the female 
character produces. It. is not like the 
periodical inundation of a river, which 

over- 
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overfpreads once in a year a defert with 
tranfient plenty. It is like the dew of 
heaven which defcends at all feafons, re- 
turns after fhort intervals, and permanently 


pourifhes every herb of the field. 


In three particulars, each of which is of 
extreme and never-ceafing concern to the 
welfare of mankind, the effect of the fe- 
male character is moft important. 


Firft, In contributing daily and hourly 
to the comfort of hufbands, of parents, of 
brothers and fifters, and of other relations, 
conneétions, and friends, in the intercourfe 
of domeftic life, under every viciffitude of 
ficknefs and health, of joy and affliction. 


Secondly, In forming and improving 
the general manners, difpofitions, and 
condu& of the other fex, by facicty and 
example. 


Thirdly, In modelling the human mind 


during the early flages of its growth, and 
l | l fixing, 


rcin.org.pl 


THE FEMALE CHARACTER. 13 


fixing, while it is yet ductile, its growing 
principles of action ; children of each fex 
being, in general, under maternal tuition 
during their childhood, and girls until they 
become women. 


Are thefe objeéts infuflicient to excite 
virtuous exertion? Let it then be remem- 
bered; that there is another of fupreme im- 
portance fet before cach individual; and one 
which fhe cannot accomplifh without faith- 
fully attending, according to her fituation 
and ability, to thofe already enumerated ; 
namely, the attainment of ‘everlafting feli- 
city, by her conduét during her prefent pro- 
bationary ftate of exiftence. 
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ON THE PECULIAR FEATURES BY WHICH 
THE CHARACTER OF THE FEMALE 
MIND IS NATURALLY DISCRIMINATED: 
‘FROM THAT OF THE OTHER SEX. 


Tue commander, who fhould be em- 
ployed to afcertain, for the fecurity of the 
inhabitants of a particular country, the moft 
efficacious means of guarding the frontier 
againft invaders, and of obftruéting their 
progrefs if they fhould ever force their way 
into the interior, would fix his attention, 
in the firt inftance, on the general afpect 
of the region which he is called upon to 
defend. He would ftudy the mountains, 
the defiles, the rivers, the forefts. He would 
inform himfelf what quarters are open to 
inroads ; what are the circumftances which 
favour the machinations, what the undif- 


guifed violence, of the enemy; what are 
the 
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the pofts which the affailants would find it 
moft advantageous to occupy; what the 
{tations from which, if once in their pof- 
feflion, it would be moft difficult to diflodge 
them. The plan of defence which he would 
prefcribe, while, on the one hand, it would 
be formed on thofe fundamental principles, 
which military experience has eftablithed 
as the bafis of all warlike operations, would 
be adapted, on the other, with unremitting 
attention to all the difcriminating features 
which charaéterife the particular diftriG, in 
which thofe general principles are to be 
reduced to practice. 


A writer, in like manner, who ventures 
to hope, that in fuggefting obfervations’ on 
the duties incumbent on the female fex, he 
may be found to have drawn his conclufions 
from the fources of nature and of truth, 
fhould endeavour, in the firft place, to af- 
certain the charaéteriftical impreffions which 
the Creator has ftamped on the female mind; 
the leading features, if fuch there be, by 
which he has difcriminated the talents and 

difpofitions 
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difpofitions of women from thofe of men. 
For it is from thefe original indications 
of the intention of Providence, taken in 
conjunction with the additional and ftill 
clearer proofs of the Divine will which the 
Scriptures fhall be found to have diftlofed, 
that the courfe and extent of female duties, 
and the true value of the female chara¢ter, 
are to be collected. 


In different countries, and at different 
periods, female excellence has been efti- 
mated by very different ftandards. At al- 
moft every period it has been rated among 
nations, deeply immerfed in barbarifm, by 
the fcale of fervile fear and capacity for 
toil. Examine the domeftic proceedings 
of favage tribes in the old world and in 
the new, and afk who is the beft daughter 
and the beft wife. The anfwer is uniform. 
She who bears with fuperior perfeverance 
the viciffitudes of feafons, the fervour of the 
fun, the dews of night: She who, after a 
march through woods and fwamps from 
morn to eve, is the firft to bring on her 

fhoulders 
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fhoulders a burthen of fuel, and foremotft 
in ereCting the family wigwam, while the 
men ftand around in liftlefs unconcern : 
She who fearches with the greateft activity 
for roots in the foreft; prowls with moft 
fuccefs along the fhore for limpets; and 
dives with unequalled fortitude for fea- 
eggs in the creek: She who ftands dripping 
and famifhed before her hufband, while he 
devours, ftretched at eafe, the produce of 
her exertions ; waits his tardy permiffion 
without a word or a look of impatience; 
and feeds, with the humbleft gratitude, and 
the fhorteft intermiffion of labour, on the 
{craps and offals which he difdains: She, 
in a word, who is moft tolerant of hard- 
fhip and of unkindnefs. When nations 
begin to emerge from grofs barbarifm, every 
new ftep which they take towards refine- 
ment is commonly marked by a gentler 
treatment, and a more reafonable cftima- 
tion of women. And every improvement 
in their opinions and condud& refpecting 
the female fex prepares the way for addi- 
tional progrefs in ciyilization. It is not, 

however, 
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however, in the rudenefs of uncivilized life, 
that female worth can either be fitly appre- 
hended, or be difplayed in its genuine co- 
lours. And we fhall be the lefs inclined to 
wonder at the perverfion of ideas which 
has been exemplified on this fubjeat, amidft 
ignorance and neceflity, among Hottentots 
and Indians; when we confider the erro- 
neous opinions on the fame topic which have 
obtained more or lefs currency in our own 
country, and even in modern times. It 
would perhaps be no unfair reprefentation of 
the fentiment which prevailed in the laft age, 
to affirm that fhe who was completely verfed 
in the fciences of pickling and preferving, 
and in the myfteries of crofs-ftitch and em- 
broidery ; fhe who was thoroughly miftrefs 
of the family receipt-book and of her needle, 
xvas deemed, in point of folid attainments, 
to have reached the meafure of female per- 
feétion. Since that period, however, it has 
been univerfally acknowledged, that the in- 
telleCtual powers of women are not reftri&- 
ed to the arts of the houfekceper and the 
fempftrefs, Genius, tafe, and learning it- 
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felf, have appeared in the number of female 
endowments and acquifitions And we 
have heard, from time to time, fome bold 
affertors of the rights of the weaker fex 
ftigmatizing, in terms of indignant com- 
plaint, the monopolifing injuftice of the 
other; laying claim,on behalf of their clients, 
to co-ordinate authorityin every department 
of fcience and of erudition ; and upholding 
the perfec equality of injured woman and 
ufurping man in language fo little guarded, 
as fcarcely to permit the latter to confider 
the labours of the camp and of the fenate 
as exclufively pertaining to himfelt. 


The Power who called the human race 
into being has, with infinite wifdom, regard- 
ed, in the ftructure of the corporeal frame, 
the tafks which the different fexes were re- 
{pectively deftined to fulfil. To man, on 
whom the culture of the foil, the erection 
of dwellings, and, in general, thofe opera- 
tions of induftry, and thofe meafures of de- 
fence, which include difficult and dangerous 
exertion, were ultimately to devolve, He 
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has imparted the ftrength of limb, and the 
robuftnefs of conftitution, requifite for the 
perfevering endurance of toil. The female 
form, not commonly doomed, in countries 
where the progrefs of civilifation is far ad- 
vanced, to labours more fevere than the 
offices of domeftic life, He has caft ina 
{maller mould, and bound together by a 
loofer texture. But, to protect weaknefs 
from the opprefhion of domineering fupe- 
riority, thofe whom He has not qualified to 
contend, He has enabled to fafcinate ; and 
has amply compenfated the defe& of muf- 
cular vigour by fymmetry and expreffion, 
by elegance and grace. To me it appears, 
that He has adopted, and that He has 
adopted with the moft confpicuous wif- 
dom, a correfponding plan of difcrimina- 
tion between the mental powers and difpo- 
fitions of the two fexes. The fcience of 
legiflation, of jurifprudence, of political 
economy ; the conduc of government in 
all its executive funétions; the abftrufe 
refearches of erudition; the inexhauftible 
depths of philofophy ; the acquirements 

fubordinate 
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fubordinate to navigation; the knowledge 
indifpenfable in the wide field of commer- 
cial enterprife; the arts of defence, and of 
attack, by land and by fea, which the vio- 
lence or the fraud of unprincipled affailants 
render needful; thefe, and other ftudies, 
purfuits, and occupations, affigned chiefly 
or entirely to men, demané the efforts of a 
mind endued with the powers of clofe and 
comprehenfive reafoning, and of intenfe 
and continued application, in a degree in 
which they are not requifite for the dif- 
charge of the cuftomary offices of female 
duty. It would therefore feem natural to 
expect, and experience, I think, confirms 
the juftice of the expectation, that the Giver 
of all good, after beftowing thofe powers 
on men with a liberality proportioned ta, 
the fubfifting neceflity, would impart them 
to the female mind with a more {faring 
hand. It was equally natural to exped, 
that in the difpenfation of other qualities 
and talents, ufeful and important to both 
fexes, but particularly feited to the {phere 
in which women were intended to move, 


C 3 He 
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He would confer the larger portion of his 
bounty on thofe who needed it the moft. 
It is accordingly manifeft, that, in {pright- 
linefs and vivacity, in quicknefs of percep- 
tion, in fertility of invention, in powers 
adapted to unbend the brow of the learned, 
to refrefh the over-laboured faculties of the 
wife, and to dfffufe throughout the family 
circle the enlivening and endearing {mile 
of cheerfulnefs, the fuperiority of the female 
mind is unrivalled, 


Does man, vain of his pre-eminence in 
the track of profound inveftigation, boaft 
that the refult of the enquiry is in his 
favour? Let him check the premature 
triumph, and liften to the ftatement of 
another article in the account, which, in 
the judgement of prejudice itfelf, will be 
found to reftore the balance. As yet the 
native worth of the female character has 
been imperfeétly developed. To eftimate 
it fairly, the view muft be extended from 
the compafs and fhades of intelle&t, to the 
difpofitions and feelings of the heart. 

Were 
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Were we called upon to produce examples 
of the moft amiable tendencies and affections 
implanted in human nature, of modefty, 
of delicacy, of fympathifing fenfibility, of 
prompt and active benevolence, of warmth 
and tendernefs of attachment ; whither 
fhould we at once turn our eyes? To the 
fifter, to the daughter, to the wife. Thefe en- 
dowments form the glory of the female fex. 
They fhine (a) amidft the darknefs of un- 


cultivated 


(a) The conjugal and parental affeGion of the women 
among the North American Indians is noticed by Cap- 
tain Carver, and by other writers, who have defcribed 
the favage tribes of the New World; and it appears the 
more confpicuous in thofe accounts, as the Reader cannot 
avoid contrafting it with the fullen apathy of the men. In 
the late Admiral Byron’s Narrative of the calamities en- 
dured by himfelf and his companions after their shipwreck 
near the Straits of Magellan, he records feveral very for- 
cible and pleating inftances of compaffionate benevolence 
fhewn to them by the female part of the families of their 
Indian conductors; inftances which, like the former, ap- 
pear with all the advantage of contraft. I will not multi- 
ply authorities and quotations on a fubje& neither doubtful 
in itfelf, nor likely to feem doubtful to the Reader; but 
will produce, in the place of all further teftimony, the un- 
equivocal declaration of a man, who, like Ulyffes of old, 

“ 


Mores hominum multorum vidit et urbes ;” 
c4 had 
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cultivated barbarifm ; they gave to civilifed 
fociety its brighteft and moft attractive 
luftre. 

The 


had travelled with a mind bent on obfervation through 
widely-feparated diftri€s of the earth, and had experienced, 
in almoft all the countries which he vifited, the utmoft 
preflure of misfortune. I give his evidence in his own 
words. & I have always remarked that women in all 
- © countries are civil, obliging, tender, and humane; that 
“ they are ever inclined to be gay and cheerful, timorous 
“ and modeft; and that they do not ‘hefitate, like men, 
“ to perform a generous action, Not haughty, not arro- 
« gant, not fupercilious, they are full of courtefy, and 
“ fond of fociety; more liable, in general, to err than 
* man; but in general, alfo, more virtuous, and perform- 
“ ing more good aétions than he. To a woman, whe- 
é ther civilifed or favage, I never addreffed myfelf in the 
s language of decency and friendfhip, without, receiving 
é a decent and friendly anfwer. With man it has often 
“ been otherwife. In wandering over the barren plains 
“ of inhofpitable Denmark, through honet Sweden and 
«< frozen Lapland, rude and churlifh Finland, unprin- 
“ cipled Ruffia, and the wide-fpread regions of the wan- 
« dering Tartar; if hungry, dry, cold, wet, or fick, the 
“ women have ever been friendly to me, and uniformly 
“* fo. And to add to thjs virtue, fo worthy the appellation 
“ of benevolence, thefe -aétions have been performed in fo 
“ free and fo kind a manner; that, if I was dry, I drank 
“ tuae fweetet draught, and if hungry, I eat the coarfe 
£ morlel. with double relifh.’—See the Account of Mr, 

Ledyard 
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The priority of female excellence in the 
points now under confideration, man is 
feldom undifcerning enough to deny. But 
he not unfrequently endeavours to aggran- 
dife his own merits, by reprefenting himfelf 
as characterifed in return by fuperior forti- 
tude. In the firft place, however, the reality 
of the fa& alleged is extremely problema- 
tical. What if the female heart would 
recoil from the horrors of fanguinary com- 
bat? The refolution which is difplayed in 
braving the perils of war is, in moft men, 
to a very confiderable degree, the effect of 
habit and of other extraneous caufes. Cou- 
rage is efteemed the commoneft qualifica- 
tion of a foldier. And why is it thus come 
mon? Not fo much becaufe the dock of 
native refolution, beftowed on the gene- 
rality of men, is very large; as becaufe 
that ftock is capable of being increafed by 
difcipline, by habit, by fympathy, by en- 
couragement, by the dread of fhame, by 


Ledyard in the Proceedings of the Affociation for making 
Difcoyeries in the interior Parts of Africa. London, 1790, 
4to. p. 44. 

the 
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the thirft of credit and renown, almoft to 
an unlimited extent. The influence, how- 
ever, of thele caufes is not reftricted to 
men. In towns which have long fuftained 
the horrors of a fiege, the defcending 
bomb has been found, in numberlefs in- 
ftances, fcarcely to excite more alarm in 
the female part of the families of private 
citizens, than among their brothers (4) and 

. hufbands. 


(4) Tt would be eafy to multiply examples from ancient 
hiftorians to prove that, among nations imperfely civi- 
lied, women have frequently encountered, with unfhaken’ 
fortitude, the perils and viciffitudes of military campaigns. 
Examples more recent may be found even in our own 
country. Dr. Henry, defcribing, in his Hiltory of Eng- 
land, (vol. v. p. 545.) the manners of the former part 
of the fifteenth century, obferves, that the ferocity of 
“ thofe unhappy times was fo great, that it infected the 
« fair and gentle fex, and made many ladies and gentle- 
«« women take up arms, and follow the trade of war.” He 
alfo quotes a writer of credit, who affirms, that “ many 
“« worthy ladies and gentlewomen, both French and Eng- 
« lish,” took part in the fiege of Sens, during the year 
1420; of whom “ many began the feats of arms long 
& time ago, but of lying at fieges now they begin firlt.”” 

The influence of habit, not merely in diffipating unrea- 
fouable alarms, but in producing that kind of courage, 
which ought rather to be called infenfibility of danger, 


is, 


rcin.org.pl 


FEMALE MIND DISCRIMINATED. 27 


hufbands. But fortitude is not to be fought 
merely on the rampart, on the deck, on 
the field of battle. Its place is no lefs in 
the chamber of ficknefs and pain, in the 
retirements of anxiety, of grief, and of 
difappointment. In bearing viciffitudes of 
fortune, in exchanging wealth for penury, 
fplendor for difgrace, women feem, as far 
as experience has decided the queftion, to 
have fhewn themfelves little inferior to men. 


is, in few {nflances, more evident than in the fearlefs un- 
concern with which the fkirts of Mount Vefuvius, and of 
other volcanos, are inhabited ; and the alacrity with which 
diftri&ts repeatedly ravaged by eruptions are re-occupied. 
In thefe examples, the female mind appears to be rendered 
as devoid of apprehenfion as that of the men. In the late 
eruption of Vefuvius, eighteen thoufand inhabitants, driven 
from Torre del Greco by an inundation of lava, which 
took its courfe through the centre of the town, returned, 
ere the ruins were yet cold, to rebuild their dwellings ; and 
pofitively refufed the offers, repeatedly made to them by 
the Neapolitan Government, of a fettlement in a lefs dan- 
gerous fituation. We do not hear that the female part of 
the community folicited their relations of the other fex to 
accede to the propofal ; or that they remonftrated againft 
returning to the fpot, from which the fiery deluge had ex- 
pelled them. 


With 
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With refpeĝł to fupporting the languor 
and the acutenefs of difeafe, the weight of 
teftimony is wholly on the fide of the 
weaker fex. Afk the profeflors of the 
medical art, what defcription of the per- 
fons whom they attend exhibits the higheft 
patterns of firmnefs, compofure, and refig- 
nation under tedious and painful trials ; and 
they name at once their female patients. 
That a portion of this calm refolution may 
not be refolved, like fome of the active 
bravery of the foldier, into the effets of 
difcipline and habit, as women have in 
general lefs of robuft health than men, I 
do not mean to contend. It has, indeed, 
been afferted, that women, in confequence 
of the flighter texture of their frame, do 
not undergo, in the amputation of a limb, 
and in other cafes of corporal fuffering, 
the fame degree of anguifh which is en- 
dured by the rigid mufcles and ftubborn 
finews of perfons of the other fex under 
fimilar circumftances ; and that a fmaller 
portion of fortitude is fufficient to enable 
the former to bear the trial equally well 

with 
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with the latter. The affertion, however, 
appears to have been advanced not only 
without proof, but without the capability 
of proof. Who knows that the nerves 
are not as keenly fenfible in a finer texture 
as in one more robuft? Who knows that 
they are not more keenly fenfible in the 
firft than in the fecond ? Who can eftimate 
the degree of pain, whether of body or of 
mind, endured by any individual except 
himfelf? How can any perfon inftitute a 
comparifon, when of neceflity, as it fhould 
feem, he is wholly ignorant of one of the 
points to be compared? If, in the external 
indications of mental refolution, women 
are not inferior to men ; is‘a theory which 
admits not of experimental confirmation a 
reafonable ground for pronouncing them 
inferior in the reality ? Nor let it be deem- 
ed wonderful, that Providence fhould have 
conferred on women in general a portion of 
original fortitude, not much inferior, to 
{peak of it in the loweft terms compatible 
with truth, to that commonly implanted 
in perfons of the other fex, on whom 

many 
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many more icenes of danger and of. ftre- 
nuous exertion are devolved. If the natural 
tenderneis of the female mind, cherithed, 
too, as that tendernefs is in civilifed nations, 
by the eftablifhed modes of eafe, indul- 
gence, and refinement, were not balanced 
by an ample fhare of latent refolution ; how 
would it be capable of enduring the fhocks 
and the forrows to which, amid the uncer- 
tainties of life, it muft be expofed? Finally, 
whatever may be the opinion adopted as 
to the precife amount of female fortitude, 
when compared with that of men, the 
former, I think, muft at leaft be allowed 
this relative praife: that it is lefs derived 
from the mechanical influence of habit and 
example than the latter; lefs tinctured 
with ambition ; lefs blended with infenfi- 
bility ; and more frequently drawn from 
the only fource of genuine ftrength of 
mind, firm and aétive principles of reli- 
gion. 


The Reader will have been aware that 


the fketch, which I have endeavoured to 
trace 
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trace in the preceding outlines, is that of 
the female character under its cuftomary 
form ; not under thofe deviations from its 
ufual appearance, which are known fome- 
times to occur. It is our firft bufinefs to 
fettle the general rule, not to particularife 
the exception. But amid the endlefs di- 
verfity of nature; amid the innumerable 
multitudes of cotemporary individuals, dif- 
tinguifhed each from the other in their 
minds, no lefs than in their countenances, 
by ftronger or fainter lines of difference, 
and thrown into a variety of fituations and 
circumftances, feverally calculated to call 
forth and improve particular talents, and 
encourage particular puriuits, exceptions 
will be frequent. Hence many inftances 
might be produced from each fex of per- 
fons who have poffeffed a more than com- 
mon fhare of the qualities and difpofitions, 
which in ordinary cafes are found moft 
con{picuous in the other. It might even 
be poffible to ftate fome examples of wo- 
men who have fcarcely been furpafled by 
the moft eminent men in depth and com- 

prehen- 
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prehenfivenefs of intelle&; and of men, 
who have nearly equalled their rivals :of 
the other fex in quicknefs of fancy, in de- 
licacy of fentiment, and in warmth of af- 
fe&ion. There are alfo perfons of each 
fex who are greatly deficient in thofe qua- 
lifications, by which it was natural to expect 
that they would have been chiefly diftin- 
guifhed. But all thefe cafes are variations 
from the general courfe of things; and va- 
riations on which, at prefent, it would be 
ufelefs to enlarge. 


Of the errors and vices which infeft hu- 
man nature, fome are equally prevalent in 
the two fexes; while others, in confequence 
of the peculiarities by which the character 
of the one fex is difcriminated from that of 
the other, peculiarities which gain addi- 
tional ftrength from the diverfiry in the 
offices of life refpectively affigned to each, 
do not exercife an equal power over both. 
Thus, among women in whom feminine 
delicacy and feeling have not been almoft 
obliterated, (I am not, at prefent, taking re- 
° ligious 
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ligious principle into the account,) intem- 
perance in wine, and the ufe of language 
grofsly profane, are nearly unknown; and 
fhe who fhould be guilty of either crime, 
would be generally regarded as having 
debafed herfelf to the level of a brute. 
On the other hand, there are failings and 
temptations to which the female mind is 
particularly expofed by its native ftructure 
and difpofitions. On thefe treacherous 
underminers, thefe inbred affailants, of 
female peace and excellence, the fuperin- 
tending eye of education is ftedfaftly to be 
fixed. The remains of their unfubdued 
hoftility will be among the circumftances 
which will exercife even to the clofe of 
life the moft vigilant labours of confcience. 
It is neceflary, therefore, to be explicit on 


the fubject. 


The gay vivacity and the quicknefs of 
iinagination, fo confpicuous among the 
qualities in which the fuperiority of 
women is acknowledged, have a tendency 
to lead to unfteadinefs of mind; to fond- 

D nefs 
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nefs of novelty ; to habits of frivoloufnefs, 
and trifling employment; to diflike of 
fober application ; to repugnance to graver 
ftudies, and a too low eftimation of their 
woith ; to an unreafonable regard for wit, 
and fhining accomplifhments ; to a thirft 
for admiration and applaufe; to’ vanity 
and afiectation. They contribute likewife 
to endanger the compofure and mildnefs 
of the temper, and to render the difpofi- 
tions fickle through caprice, and uncertain 
through irritability. Of the errors and 
failings which have been already fpecified, 
feveral are occafionally aggravated by the 
acute fenfibility peculiar to women. Do 
we wonder that fenfibility itfelf, fingularly 
engaging and amiable as it is, fhould fhare 
the common lot of earthly bleffings, and 
come not without its difadvantages? There 
are drawbacks not hitherto noticed, by 
which its attractions are found to be ac- 
companied. It isliable to fudden excefles ; 
it nurtures unmerited attachments; it is 
occafionally the fource of fufpicion, iret- 
fulnefs, and groundlefs difcontent ; it 

fome- 
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fometimes degenerates into weaknefs and 
pufillanimity, and prides itfelf in the 
feeblenefs of character which it has oc- 
cafioned. Blended with maternal fondnefs, 
it appears in fome inftances almoft incapable 
of difcerning the faults of children; and 
becomes fatally indulgent to their defires. 
In the intercourfe of ordinary life it has 
been known to look for a degree of affec- 
tion, perhaps of fudden affe@ion, from 
friends and acquaintances, which could 
not reafonably be expected; and, under 
the impulfe of groundlefs difappointment, 
to refent rather than cordially to accept 
the manifeftations of fincere and rational 
regard. And if in common it fills the 
heart with placability and benevolence; it 
is known at times to feel even a flight 
injury with fo much keennefs, as thence- 
forth to harbour prejudices fcarcely to be 
fhaken, and averfion fcarcely to be mol- 
lified, 


In one inftance, if not in more, the 
delicacy of the female frame contributes, 
D2 in 
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in conjunction with fome of the difpofi- 
tions already mentioned, to lead aftray the 
underftanding. The confcioufnefs of the 
want of bodily ftrength to repel violence 
‘difpofes women to value too highly in the 
other fex the qualities of courage and 
fpirit, to which they look for proteCtion. 
Hence in part it arifes, that they not only 
regard with admiration thofe exertions of 
fortitude, which are truly laudable; but 
are even heard to beftow applaufe on him 
who, conforming to a brutal and fenfelefs 
cuftom in defiance of the laws of God 
and man, expofes lis own life, and feeks 
that of a fellow-creature, in a duel. 


The moft important of the confequences 
flowing from thefe ‘caufes will hereafter’ 
be the fubjeéts of incidental obfervation. 
At prefent it is fufficient to have enume- 
rated the caufes themfelves. But in this 
place it is neceflary to add, that there re- 
mains another fource of female errors and 
temptations, which has not yet been no- 
ticed, becaufe it fprings not from mental 

pecu- 
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peculiarities ; namely, the confcioufnefs of 
being diftinguifhed by perfonal attractions. 
The effects of this confcioufnefs on the 
female character, which, if confidered by 
themfelves, are extremely ftriking, and in 
many cafes are ultimately combined with 
thofe which refult from the qualities and 
difpofitions already {pecified, will receive 
further notice in the progrefs of our en- 


quiries. 
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CHAP. IV. 


ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 


Tw the preceding chapter fome of the 
principal materials, on which the hand of 
education is tò operate, were enumerated. 
The next object is to confider how they 
are to be employed. 


The early attainments defirable to the 
one fex are in fo many points the fame, or 
nearly the fame, with thofe which are im- 
portant to the other, that feveral of the 
following remarks on the inftruction of 
youth will neceflarily be of a general na- 
ture. The culture, however, of the fe- 
male mind is the point to which they will 
all be directed. 


The primary end of education is to train 
up the pupil in the knowledge, love, and 
application of thofe principles of conduct, 

which, 
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which, under the fuperintending influence 
of the divine mercy, will lead probably to, 
a confiderable fhare of happinefs in the 
prefent life, but affuredly to a full meafure 
of it in that which is to come. The fe- 
condary end is, to fuperadd to the poffeffion 
of right principles thofe improving and 
ornamental acquilitions, which, either from 
their own nature, or from the prevailing 
cuftoms of a particular age and country, 
are in fome degree material to the comfort 
and to the ufefulnefs. of the individual. 
The difference in point of importance 
which fubfifts between thefe-two objects 
is fuch, that the dictates of fober judge- 
ment are palpably abandoned, whenever 
the latter is fuffered, in the flighteft 
manner, to encroach on the priority of 
the former. The modes of attaining both 
objects,-and of purfuing the fecond in due 
fubordination to the firft, require to be ad- 
jufted according to the circumftances which 
charaCterife the ‘perfons who are to receive 
inftrudtion. Hence in female education, 
that inftructor is ignorant or regardlefs of 

D4 a duty 
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a duty of the higheft concern, who, in 
transfufing into the youthful hearer thofe 
fundamental truths which equally concern 
every human being, does not anxioufly 
point out their bearings on the particular 
weaknefles and errors, whether in judge- 
ment or in action, into which the female 
fex is in efpecial danger of being betrayed. 
An attempt to efface the difcriminating fea- 
tures, which the hand of God has impreffed 
on the mind, is in every cafe impoffible to 
accomplifh: and would be in every cafe, 
were it practicable, the height of folly and 
prefumption. To efface thofe of the fe- 
male mind, would be to deprive women 
of their diftinguifhing excellences. But to 
anticipate the miftakes, to reftrain the ex- 
ceffes, to guard again{ft the unwarrantable 
paffions, which originate in the very fource 
whence thole excellences flow, is to confer 
on the workmanthip of God the culture and 
the care which he intended that it fhould 
reccive from the hand of man. It is hum- 
bly ta contribute towards the progrefs of 
its improvement that mite of affiftance, 


which, 
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which, in the counfels of fupreme wifdom, 
he thought fit to leave dependent on hu- 
man co-operation. 


Are we then authorifed, in point of fact, 
to affirm, that in this country, and in the 
prefent times, the inftruction of young 
perfons of the female fex is generally car- 
ried on with a fyftematic and due regard to 
each of the two purpofes of education ; and 
alfo, with lively and uniform folicitude to 
counteract the fubdudtive errors and tempta- 
tions, which derive much of their ftrength 
from the peculiarities of the female cha- 
racter ? 


As the education of girls is fometimes 
conducted at home, fometimes at a public 
{chool ; any reply, which may be offered to 
the preceding queftion, muft refer diftinly 
to both plans. 


In the inftruGion of perfons whom we 
believe to be deftined to furvive the ftroke 
of death, and to furvive in happinefs or in 

mifery 
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mifery proportioned to the nature of their 
conduét in this fhort and preparatory {cene 
of exiftence, the main objet to, be purfued 
is to infpire them with fuch views of things, 
to train them to fuch difpofitions and affec- 
tians, to eftablith them in fuch principles 
and rules of action, as are calculated to 
render that future and moft important ftate 
of being, a pericd of bleffednefs. Such 
would ftill have been the dictates of reafon, 
had the refylt been likely to be unfavour- 
able to happinefs in the prefent life. How 
forcibly, then, do they prefs upon thofe 
who are convinced, as is the cafe with all 
who believe in the Chriftian Reve! ation, 
that “ godlinefs has the promife of the life 
“ which now is, as well as of that which 
“is to come (c):” that the very fame views 
of things, the very fame affections and dif- 
pofitions, the very fame principles and 
tules of aétion, which lead to never-ending 
felicity hereafter, promife in the common 
courfe of events a larger_portion of external 
comforts than is attaijable by any other 


(À 1. Tim. iv. & 
means 3 
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means ; and are accompanied by a ferenity 
of heart, and by a cheerful fenfe of the pro- 
teCting care of infinite Power, Wifdom, and 
Goodnefs, which far more than outweigh 
the collected amount of all other terreftrial 
enjoyments. The chief folicitude, there- 
fore, of every one, who is called to fulfil 
the duties of tuition, ought to be this: ta 
engage the underftanding and the affections 
of the pupil in favour of piety and virtue, 
and to detach the mind fram that fupreme 
tove of worldly objects to which it is prone, 
by unfolding the truth, the importance, and 
the inherent excellence of the Chriftian re- 
ligion: and by inculcating morality not as 
attainable: by human ability without the 
Divine affiftance, but as the fruit of Chrif- 
tianity through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit; not as confifting in actions beneti- 
cial to fociety, without reference to the 
matives from which they proceed, but as 
flowing from an earneft defire to pleafe the 
Supreme Being by the exercife of juftice 
and benevolence to man ; not, as ultimately 
refting.on independent principles and ob- 
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ligations of its own, but as founded on 
the precepts and fanctions of the Gofpel, 
and forming one branch of human duty 
to God, 


Is the truth of this pofition univerfally 
admitted? It is not. By fome perfons, 
who, difdaining the maxims of what they 
ftyle the vulgar herd of mankind, affert 
pretenfions to fuperior intelligence; and 
by others, who, from humility, from 
fafhion, from thoughtlefs indolence, or 
from felf-love fuggefting extravagant ideas 
as to the natural powers and difpofitions 
of mankind, have acquiefced in the autho- 
rity of the former; an opinion precifcly 
the reverfe of this is maintained. We are 
told that the great bufinefs of Education 
is to guard the mind againit the influence 
of prejudice: that of all prepoffeffions, 
thofe which refpe& religion are the moft 
dangerous and the moft enflaving ; the 
moft eafy to be imbibed in childhood and 
youth ; the moft difficult when once im- 
bibed, to be fhaken off in the maturity of 

the 
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the underftanding : that religion is there- 
fore a fubje& which ought never to be 
brought forward as a matter of inftru&tion, 
but rather to be entirely kept out of fight 
during the courfe of education ; in order 
that the young perfon, whenjudgement fhall 
have acquired fufficient ftrength, may weigh 
with unbiaffed difcernmert the contending 
creeds, which divide the well-informed part 
of mankind, and adopt that which fhall be 
found conformable to reafon and truth. 
Thus, it is aflerted, and thus only, will be- 
lief be rational. ‘Thus, and thus only, add 
fome of the patrons of this opinion, who 
difclofe, intentionally or unintentionally, 
the fecret fentiment as to religion which 
the majority of them entertain, will the 
world be enabled to thake off the fetters of 
delufion, prieftcraft, and fanaticifm ; and 
childrer have a chance of being emanci- 
pated from the fuperftitions of their fore- 
fathers. 


It will be proper to remove this obftacle 


before we attempt to proceed further. 
The 
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= The human mind in infancy has been 
compared, and ia fome refpects juftly com- 
pared, to a blank fheet of paper. In: one 
material point, however, the comparifon 
fails. The fheet of paper, depofited on a 
fhelf, or locked up-in a drawer, continues 
a blank ; it acquires no impreffion of cha- 
racters, until they are purpofely imprinted 
by the hand of the writer. Is that the cafe 
with the youthful mind? If you forbear to 
imprefs it with ideas and fentiments, can 
you prevent it from receiving impreffions 
from the perfons and the objects with which 
it is daily converfant? As well might you 
forbid the calm furface of the lake to reflect 
the woods and rocks of the impending 
mountains. The mind, be it admitted, is 
originally an unfown field, prepared, it 
may be, for the reception of any crop. 
But if thofe, to whom the culture of it 
belongs, negle& to fill it with good grain, 
it will fpeedily and fpontaneoufly be co- 
vered with weeds. If right principles of 
action are not implanted, wrong principles 
will {prout up; if religion be not foftered, 

irreligion 
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irreligion will take root, The foil, in its 
natural ftate, favors the growth of every 
noxious production. The experience, of 
every one, who attends to the workings of 
his own heart, bears teftimony to the truth 
of the {criptural doétrine concerning the 
inherent tendency to evil, which charac- 
terifes human nature. To keep the mind 
during a feries of years in a ftate of per- 
fect indifference as to the truth or falfe- 
hood of the prevailing religion of the 
country, would be impoffible. And the 
common effect, were the fcheme feafible, 
would be, that they who were brought up 
to the age of maturity without the flighteft 
inclination to any particular religion, would 
either remain indifferent to all religion as 
long as they fhould live; or, more pro- 
bably, become bitter enemies of a Revela- 
tion irreconcilably adverfe to the difpofi- 
tions and habits which they would have 
‘acquired. 


In the next place, let us be permitted to 


afk thofe declared enemies of every pro- 
4 cecding 
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ceeding which may bias the youthful mind, 
whether they act up to their own princi- 
ples. Do they inculcate on their own chil- 
dren no elements of knowledge, no motives 
of ation, no rules of condu& ? They will 
exprefs furprife at the abfurdity of the quef- 
tion. They will tell us, and they will tell 
us truly, and they will extend the obferva- 
tion to any topic which happens to be 
propofed to them, religion excepted, that 
to train up children without knowledge, 
without maxims of moral behaviour, left 
their opinions on thofe fubjects fhould be 
biafled, would be as unphilofophical as it 
would be to prohibit them from walking, 
that when arrived at years of difcretion they 
might decide, uninfluenced by the preju- 
dices of habit, whether they would travel 
on two legs or en four. They will tell us, 
that they recommend to theis offspring what 
they themfelves, as enquirers after know- 
ledge, have feen reafon to believe true, and 
have experienced to be wdeful; and that 
they alfb communicate the proofs of that 
truth and of that utility. It feems, then, 
that religion is the fubje@ in which thefe 

enemics 
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enemies of prejudice and enquirers after 
knowledge have difcovered neither utility 
nor truth. Be it fo. But why are not we, 
who believe Chriftianity to be both true and 
fuperlatively ufeful, and likewife indifpenfa- 
bly neceflary, why are not we to recommend 
it to our children with earneftnefs corre- 
fponding to our conviction of its certainty 
and importance; and thoroughly to inftruct 
them in the evidence on which that con- 
viction is eftablifhed ? 


The fad is, that whatever may be the 
fpeculations of eccentric and fceptical phi- 
lofophers, among perfons who believe and 
examine the Scriptures, not a fhadow of 
doubt can remain on the point in queftion. 
In the facred volume we meet with pre- 
cepts conformable to the reprefentation 
which it gives of human nature as inclined 
to evil, and as finding no prefervative from 
fin and punifhment but in religion. We 
hear in the Old Teftament the invitation 
of David: “ Come, ye children, hearken 
“ unto me; I will teach you the fear of 

E “ the 
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“ the Lord (4)? We hear Solomon thus 
addreffing parents: “ Train up a child in 
“ the way he fhould go, and when he is 
“ old he will not depart from it (e)? We 
hear the voice of God himfelf {peaking thus 
in fignal commendation of Abraham: “ I 
“ know that he will command his children 
“ and his houlehold after him, and they 
“ fhall keep the way of the Lord (/).” 
We hear the Almighty repeatedly admo- 
nifhing the Ifraelites to be diligent in teach- 
ing their children his laws, and the wonders 
which he had wrought for their fathers (g). 
The New Teftament reiterates the fame lef- 
fon. Our Saviour’s reproof of thofe, who 
would not fuffer the little children to come 
unto him (4), might of itfelf, perhaps, in- 
cline us to forebode his dilpleafure againft 
perfons who, in future times, fhould not 
inffer them to come to the knowledge of 
his gofpel. But the point is not left to reft 


(d) Pfalm xxxiv. rr. (e) Proverbs, xxii, 6., 
(f) Gen. xviii. 19. © (g) Deut. iv. 10. vi. ]—20; Xi. 19- 
(b) Matt. xix. 14, Mark, x. I4. Luke, xvii. 16. 
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on prefumptions. St. Paul, in exprefsly 
commanding children to ‘ obey their pa- 
“ rents in the Lord (i), and becaufe their 
obedience “ 7s well pleafing unto the Lord (2), 
gives a decifive proof of his own judgement, 
that children ought to be inftruéted in the 
religion of Chrift. In perfect conformity 
with this judgement the fame apoftle con- 
gratulates a favourite convert, becaufe, to 
ufe his own words, “ from a child thou haft 
“ known the f{criptures, which are able to 
“ make thee wife unto falvation, through 
“ faith, which is in Chrift Jefus (/).” And 
in another place he exprefsly commands 
parents, in terms which alone would have 
been fufficient to decide the queflion, “ to 
“ bring up their children in the nurture 
“ and admonition of the Lord (z).” 


From the refult of fuch enquiries as I 
have been able to make on the fubjedt, it 
appears that, in the generality of public fe- 


(i) Ephef. vi. 1. (2) Coloff. ili. 20. 
(/) 2 Tim. iii. 15. (m) Ephef. vi. 4. 
E 2 minaries 
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minaries and boarding-fchools, this moment- 
ous object of religious inftruction is by no 
means purfued either with proper earneft- 
nefs, or in a judicious manner ; and that, in 
fome, the attention which it occupies merits 
no better appellation than that of form, and 
ferves only to impofe on the parents of the 
children who are placed there, and to fill 
the young mind with contempt, or at leaft 
with unconcern, as to the molt awful of all 
confiderations. ‘There may be particular 
exceptions; but that the {tate of the cafe, 
on the whole, both in the metropolis and 
in the country, accords with this reprefenta- 
tion, feems to be a fact, which, unhappily, 
admits not of difpute. 


On the want of due earneftnefs with re- 
gard to the inculcation of religion in public 
feminaries, I mean not to dwell at prefent ; 
as I fhall, ere long, be under the neceflity 
of recurring to the fubject, when the mode 
in which the objets comprehended under 
the fecond branch of Education are purfued, 
and the degree of attention which they in 

general 
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general receive, come to be difcuffed. 
The ufual defe& of judgement, in the man- 
ner of impreffing the principles and in- 
junctions of Chriftianity, appears to me to 
confift in thefe two circumftances.  Firft, 
‘they are commonly inculcated in the form 
of a dry and authoritative Ic¢ture, without 
being placed in a full light and in their 
proper colours, without being applied and 
illuftrated in fuch a method as to create a 
deeply-rooted conviction of the influence 
which they claim over every period and 
every action of life, or to intereft the affec- 
tions of the opening mind. Hence reli- 
gion appears particularly dull and unat- 
tractive ; and is rather dreaded as an auftere 
monitor and a relentlefs judge, than loved 
as the giver of prefent and future happi- 
nefs (7). Secondly, they are prefented to 

the 


(7) In fome boarding fchools a general mode of punih- 
ment has been to oblige the offender to tranferibe, or to get 
by rote, one or more chapters of the Bible, In fome few 
cafes, when the offence is a flagrant violation of a precept 
of religion, and the fele&ted portion of Scripture relates im- 

E3 mediately 
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the underftanding rather as truths to be im- 
plicitly received on the credit of the teacher, 
and on the ground of their eftablifhed pre- 
valence, than as truths refting on the folid 
bafis of fat and argument, and inviting at 
all times the clofeft inveftigation of their 
certainty which the mind is capable of be- 
ftowing. Hence, when a young woman 
begins to a&t for herfelf on the ftage of life, 
and a growing confidence in her own judge- 
ment, together with the effect of new fcenes 
and fituations which incidentally arife, leflens 
the eftimation in which fhe once held the 
opinions of her inftructors ; it is fcarcely 
poflible but that her regard for religion, 
which, whether greater or lefs, was in a 
confiderable degree derived from that efti- 
mation, muft at the fame time be impaired. 
And if {he thould be thrown, as in thefe 
days of widely-extended intercourfe is not 


mediately to the crime, the pra&ice may be advifable. But, 
ufed as a gencral and indifcriminate method of punithment, 
it feem3 one of the apteft plans that could be devifed to 
render the Bible odious to all the inhabitants of the 
fchool, l 


very 
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very improbable, into habits of familiarity 
with perfons who in praétice flight fome of 
the injunétions of the Gofpel, who are de- 
void of the general fpirit which it incul- 
cates, or who doubt or difbelieve its divine 
origin ; is it wonderful that her faith 
fhould waver, when the feels herfelf at 
once allured by temptations, and unable to 
give one fatisfactory reafon for crediting 
the book which commands her to refift 
them? I am aware that during a certain 
period of childhood it is true, no lefs in 
the cafe of religion than of other branches 
of inftru@iion, that the truth and the pro- 
priety of many things muft be received 
by the pupil on the credit of the inftructor; 
becaufe the mind is not then competent 
to judge of the proofs by which they are 
eftablithed. Yet, even during that period, 
it feems to me generally defirable, and 
particularly on the fubject of religion, that 
the pupil fhould be apprifed both of this 
neceffity and of the caufe of it: and fhould 
be taught to expe& that ample information 
will be afiorded as foon as fhe fhall become 

E 4 fully 
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fully capable of underftanding it. As the 
intelle€tual faculties expand, the more 
obvious proofs of revealed religion ought 
to be gradually developed. And, in the 
concluding years of education, the pre- 
{cribed ftudies unqueftionably ought to com- 
prehend the leading evidences of Chriftian- 
ity, arranged with fimplicity, but in a re- 
gular order; conveyed in familiar, but not 
uninteresting language; comprifed within a 
moderate compafs ; and divefted of learned 
references, and critical difquifitions (0). 


When girls are educated at home, 
though in the article of religious inftruc- 
tion the two defeats already fpecified are 
found to fubfift in a confiderable degree, 
it generally occupies more attention than it 


(o) If there fhould be no exifting fummary of the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, which is entirely fuited to the par. 
ticular purpofe in view, it could not be difficult to compile 
cne from the excellent treatifes on the fubje@ already be- 
fore the public. And I trut that fome of thofe perfons, 
who have fo meritorioufly diftinguifhed themfelves by 
works calculated to improve the courfe of female educa. 
tion, will be induced to undertake the tafk. 


obtains 
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obtains in fchools, and is conducted with 
greater judgement. In families in which 
juft fentiments of Chriftian duty prevail, 
it is rightly deemed that firft object of 
education, which, ftanding pre-eminent, 
by itfelf, excludes all others, not from 
equality only, but from comparifon. Where 
Chriftian principles are lefs active, it is 
proportionally neglected. But if we af- 
fume, and in the majority of inftances it 
will furely be no unfair affumption, that 
the mother is equally alive to their influence 
with the conduétrefs of the fchool, to 
whom her daughter, if fent from home, 
would be committed; it is evident that 
the warmth and the folicitude of parental 
affection will impel her to fuch a degree 
of earneftnefs and diligence in prefling 
on her child thofe truths which fhe deems 
of the greateft moment to the prefent 
and eternal happinefs of the latter, as a 
ftranger, urged by no fuch powerful mo- 
tives, cannot be expected to attain. In the 
regulation of the temper, no inconfiderable 
branch of practical religion, the mother, to 

| whom 
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whom each peculiarity that marks the dif- 
pofitions of the child is thoroughly known, . 
has a decided advantage over the {chool- 
miftrefs; who has neither poffefled the 
fame opportunities of difcovering them, 
nor is likely to ftudy them with the fame 
attention and perfeverance, nor is able, with 
the fame facility, to accommodate her fet- 
tled modes of inftruction to remedy what 
is amifs. And as to the profpect of fuc- 
cefs in difcerning and applying fuitable me- 
thods of winning the heart to the fide of 
piety and rectitude, the fuperiority of the 
mother will in moft cafes be ftill more 
apparent. For though in communicating 
knowledge on fubjects, which addrefs them- 
felves exclufively to the underftanding, fhe 
may not be altogether equal to a perfon 
trained by long experience in the profeffion 
of teaching ; yet in every attempt to render 
knowlédge amiable in the eyes of the pu- 
pil, and to lead the affections to bear their 
reafonable part in preparing the heart for 
the fervice of God, and animating it with 
the defire of diffufing happinefs among 
mankind, 
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mankind, fhe will come to the undertaking 
with advantages, which no one but fo near 
a relation can enjoy. ‘That inftructor who 
is loved the beft will commonly prove the 
moft efficacious. In every point which has 
been fpecified, but efpecially in the laft, the 
mother will be found to derive from her 
unrivalled claim to the fond attachment of 
the child, an influence far exceeding that of 
any other teacher. Thefe circumftances of 
fuperiority, all of which, be it remembered, 
relate to the moft important of human con- 
cerns, afford a general and very ftrong 
ground of preference to the domeftic plan 
of education for the female fex, whenever 
the adoption of it is practicable, and con- 
fient with other duties. It mut be ob- 
ferved too, that, when children are brought 
up at home, to guard them from being 
clofely entangled in the pernicious fociety 
of thofe who are not fo well principled 
as themfelves, is feldgm a very difficult 
tafk. Ina boarding-fchool the tafk would 
be impraéticable. ‘Thrown into the pro- 
mifcuous multitude of good and bad, 

your 
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your child will form her intimacies not with 
fuch as are the moft deferving, but with 
fuch as are the moft agreeable. And if 
they, whom fhe felects for her aflociates and 
friends, unite, and the union is not uncom- 
mon, agreeable qualities with bad difpo- 
fitions, fhe can {carcely fail of being, in fome 
meafure, corrupted. Such is the unhappy 
propenfity of the human heart to evil, 
that one worthlefs girl is fometimes found 
to contaminate the greater part of a {chool. 


But in whatever place, and in whatever 
manner, religious inftruction be commu- 
nicated, let it be addreffed to the heart no 
lefs affiduoufly than to the underftanding. 
The obedience which God requires is a 
cheerful obedience: not that which proceeds 
merely from the conviction of the judge- 
ment, but that which flows alfo from the 
decided bias of purified inclinations, and is 
at once the performance of duty and the 
perception of delight. Let religion be 
painted in the attractive colours which 
belong to it. Let it not however be mif- 

repre- 
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reprelented or difguifed, with the hope 
that in appearance it may thus be rendered 
more amiable. The fcheme is as foolifh 
as it is needlefs and criminal. Let the 
truth be fully difclofed. Let the awful 
fentence denounced againft the unrepenting 
finner be impreffed no lefs ftrongly than 
the rewards prepared for the righteous, 
Let it not be diffembled that a life of ho- 
linefs, “ without which no one fhall fee 
“ the Lord,” is a life of watchfulnefs and 
exertion ; and has difficulties infuperable 
without affiftance from above. But let the 
undeferved and unparalleled love of God 
to man be continually and diftin@ly deve- 
loped. Let it be exemplified as extended 
to the pupil herfelf, and to every indi- 
vidual, in the gift of life; in daily and 
hourly prefervation and fupport; in the 
pleafures refulting from the grand and 
. beautiful works of Creation; in the ftu- 
pendous mercies of redemption, the ex- 
piation of fin, the fanctifying aid of di- 
vine grace, the recovery of life and hap- 
pinefs everlafting, purchafed by the death 

of 
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of Jefus Chrift. Let it be fhewn, that, if 
forrow be the lot of humanity, the fatherly 
chaftifement is defigned for the ultimate 
good of the afflicted. Let it be fhewn that, 
if numbers have to look forward to mifery 
hereafter,. it is becaufe they will not re- 
pent and be faved; and that “ it is not 
“ the will of our Heavenly Father, that 
“ any one of his children fhould: perith.” 


In the cultivation of the female under- 
ftanding effential improvements have taken 
place in the prefent age. Both in {chools 
and in private families there prevails a de- 
fire to call forth the reafoning powers of 
girls into ation, and to enrich the mind 
with ufeful and interefting knowledge fuit- 
able to their fex. The foundation is laid 
by communicating to the fcholar a rational 
infight into the formation and idioms of 
her native tongue. The grammatical blun- 
ders, which ufed to difgrace the converfa- 
tion even of women in the upper and middle 
ranks of life, and in conjunction with erro- 
neous orthography to deform their epif- 

tolary 
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tolary correfpondence, are already fo much 
diminifhed, that in fome years hence it may 
perhaps no longer be eafy to find a young 
lady, who profeffes to be miftrefs of the 
French language, and is at the fame time 
grofsly ignorant of her own. Geography, 
fele& parts of natural hiftory, and of the 
hiftory of different nations, antient or mo- 
dern, popular and amufing faéts in aftro- 
nomy and in other {ciences, are often fami- 
liar to the daughter ina degree which, at 
the very moment that it delights the parent, 
reminds her how fmall a portion of fuch 
information was in her youth imparted to 
herfelf. Of the books, alfo, which have 
been publifhed within the laft twenty years 
for the purpofe of conveying inftruction to 
girls, though fome of them approach too 
nearly to the ftyle and fentiments of ro- 
mances, a confiderable number poffeffes 
great merit; and moft of them are abund- 
antly more adapted to intereft the young 
reader, and thus to make a lively and per- 
manent impreffion on her underftanding, 
than thofe were which they have fucceeded. 


3 Some 
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Some improvement, too, though certainly 
not fo much as is defirable, appears to have 
taken place in the choice of French books 
ufed at fchools and in domeftic educa- 
tion (f). And learners of that language 
are perhaps called upon lefs frequently 
than was heretofore the cafe, to convert 
the exercifes of religion into French lef- 


fons (q). 


If we eftimate the peculiar advantages of 
private and of public tuition, fuppofing each 


(£) It is to be hoped that fome very improper French 
works, formerly admitted into feminaries of inftruGtion, 
will foon be altogether excluded. Such have heretofore 
been in complete poffeflion of every {chuoleroom, and {till 
retain their place in fome. 

(q) The practice of requiring children to employ French 
Prayer-books aud Bibles in accompanying the officiating 
minifter through the Englifh fervice, ought to be univerfally 
abolifhed. Its effe& is to withdraw the mind from every 
fentiment of devotion, and to make the acquifition of a few 
foreign words and phrafes rank higher than the heartfelt 
performance of public worfhip. It may be poffible that 
perfons of complete proficiency in the French language 
might ufe the books in queftion without diltra@tion of 
thought, or diminution of religious fervour. But this is 
not the proficiency of children, 


fyftem 
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fyftem to be practicable, with refpect to the 
inftruction of girls in the various branches 
of ufeful knowledge, thofe attending the 
former plan will be found to preponderate. 
For when that fyftem is adopted, the in- 
{tructors are commonly under the fuperin- 
tendence of the parent of the pupil, or of 
fome perfon of the family who poffeffes 
much of the authority of a parent; and are 
thus kept up to a higher ftandard of adtive 
exertion than is generally to be expected 
in a fchool. And as their attention is con- 
fined to a very {mall number of pupils, 
perhaps to an individual, their exertions are 
likely to be more produétive than thofe of 
another perfon poflefled of equal qualifica- 
tions, but obliged to diftribute her labours 
over a numerous clafs. It may be added, 
that a teacher, whofe care is reftriGed to 
three or four, perhaps to fewer fcholars, will 
probably feel a greater degree of refponfi- 
bility as to their advancement, and a fuller 
conviction that her own credit depends on 
the event, than is ufually felt by an inftruc- 
trefs at a fchool with refpeét to any parti- 

F cular 


rcin.org.pl 


65 ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 


cular {cholar. The former, refting her cha- 
racter on the fuccefs of a fingle inftance, is 
impelled to beftow proportionate diligence 
upon it. The latter, depending on the refult 
of many, has lefs at ftake in each. If the 
pupils of the former make flow progrefs, 
their deficiency cannot fail to be obferved : 
and they are the only cotemporary teftimo- 
nies of fkill and diligence which fhe has to 
produce. The latter, if the improvement 
of fome of her {cholars be but fmall, may 
hope that their backwardnefs will efcape 
notice in the crowd; or, at leaft, that it will 
be noticed with little difgrace to herfelf 
among other and more favourable examples 
of her care. The former, alfo, if fhe feels, 
in an equal degree with the latter, a perni- 
cious propenfity very general in {chools, to 
beftow pains chiefly on thofe children whofe 
abilities and quicknefs point them out as 
moft likely to do honour to their inftruc- 
trefs, is much lefs at liberty to indulge it. 


Thefe points of fuperiority in domeftic 


tuition over a public {chool muft be coun- 
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terbalanced, if they are to be counterba- 
Janced at all, by the beneficial confequences 
generally expected to refult from the emu- 
lation which is commonly feen to take 
place where numbers are colleéted, and 
occupied in the fame purfuits. For what- 
ever weight might remain to be thrown 
into the oppofite fcale, were the beft me- 
thod of educating boys the obje& of 
enquiry ; with refpect to the inftruction 
of girls, to which alone our inveftigation 
relates, there feems no other peculiar ad~ 
vantage, general in its. nature and alfo 
confiderable in its weight, to be alleged 
by the advocate of the boarding-fchool. 
Blindnefs to the faults of the child, reluc- 
tance, proceeding from miftaken tender- 
nefs, to the exertions neceflary for their 
correction, and unfteadinefs as to fchool- 
hours refulting from domeftic incidents 
and habits, thefe and other circumftances 
which might be fpecified, though very 
ferious evils whenever they take place, are 
furely not the common characteriftics of 
parental management. If it be faid that 
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more {kilful teachers are to be found in 
fchools than can be obtained at home; it 
may be replied in the firft place, that the 
affertion is by no means univerfally true: 
and, in the fecond place, that when it is 
corroborated by fadts, it can claim little in- 
flnence on the prefent argument. For when 
a comparifon is made between the benefits, 
which refpectively characterife the fyftems 
of private and of public education ; it can- 
not be fuppofed to extend beyond thofe 
cafes, in which teachers of competent ability 
may be obtained on either plan. Now the 
beneficial confequences of emulation, as 
fet forth by its ableft advocates, do not 
appear by any means fufhcient, when 
fairly appreciated, to compenfate the lofs 
of the advantages which have been feve- 
rally {tated as accompanying the plan of 
domeftic inftru&ion. But it is further to 
be obferved, that thefe beneficial confe- 
quences, whatever may be their amount, 
are far from being unmixed with evils ; 
with evils, I mean, that tend dire@ly to 
leffen, in fome refpects, the collective 

quantity 


rcin.org.pl 


ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 6g 


quantity of knowledge acquired at the 
{choal, and fo. far to counteract the very 
obje& in promoting of which the whole 
excellence of emulation is confefledly 
placed by thofe who are loudeft in its 
praife. For when the fpirit of competi- 
tion has feized a fchool, how often does it 
happen that, while girls of talents and 
refolution are pufhed on by their ardour 
to exertions which would not otherwife 
have been excited; and to exertions, be 
it remembered, which not unfrequently 
impair their health, conftrain them to a 
ceflation from the bufinefs of the clafs, and 
prove ultimately to have impeded rather 
than to have accelerated their progrefs ; 
thofe who are diflinguifhed by diffidence 
and timidity, and thofe whofe abilities are 
but flender, are depreffed below their natu- 
ral level? Conceiving, or learning by inef- 
fectual trials, that they are unable to keep 
pace with the augmented fpeed of their for- 
mer companions; and, too often, finding 
the encouraging favour of their teachers 
diminifhed in proportion as they need it the 

F3. more, 


rcin.org.pl 


70 ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 


more, they become lefs and lefs anxious for 
the acquifition of knowledge, grow remifs 
and languid in the purfuit of it, and fink 
into liftleffnefs, inativity, and defpond- 
ence. 


Emulation, however, which from its in- 
fluence on the acquifition of knowledge 
has neceflarily called for attention in this 
part of our enquiry, muft not be coldly 
difmiffed without further notice. Thofe 
of its eflfe&s, favourable and unfavourable, 
which have been already mentioned, are 
by far the leaft important of the confe- 
quences with which it is accompanied. 
Whatever may be thought by different 
obfervers, as to the cafes and the degrees 
in which it enlarges the fum of intellec- 
tual attainments; yet, among thole who 
poflefs and improve opportunities of judg- 
ing from experience, there furely can be 
but one opinion as to the general refult af 
its operation on the difpofitions of the 
heart. The truth is, that of all principles 
of action it is one of the moft dangerous. 

It 
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It ftimulates and nourifhes fome of the 
darkeft paffions of the human mind ; and 
fubverts thofe motives, and undermines 
thofe fentiments and affections, which it is 
one main purpofe of Chriftianity to in- 
culcate and enforce. Self-conceit, a fuper- 
cilious contempt of perfons fuppofed, and 
often falfely fuppofed, of inferior attain- 
ments; pronenefs to fufpect teachers of 
being prejudiced and partial, and affiduous 
endeavours to conciliate their favour by 
fineffe ; a fecret with that it were poflible 
to retard the progrefs of fuccefsful compe- 
titors; an envious defire to detra&t from 
their merits; and a gradually increafing 
averfion to their fociety, and indifference 
to their welfare, are among its ufual ef- 
fects. But it will be faid, that a tendency 
to thefe malignant feelings, thefe artful 
manceuvres, is inherent in human nature; 
and that it is unfair to load emulation with 
the guilt. In part the affertion is true. 
The embers of the evil exift deep within 
us, and will fhew themfelves under the 
moft active and fagacious efforts to ex- 
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tinguifh them. But emulation is the agent 
which, perhaps at every period of life, and 
undoubtedly in childhood and youth, moft 
fuccefsfully fans them into a flame. 


Are we not, then, to avail ourfelves, it 
will be faid, in the procefs of inftruétion, 
of the influence of comparifon and ex- 
ample? Is it not lawful, is it not bene- 
ficial, to apply to children a ftimulus, 
which is applied without reproach and 
with vifible advantage, to kindle ardour, 
to roufe exertion, and to confirm good 
conduét, in maturer years ? In the admini- 
ftration of public affairs, in the profef- 
fional management of bufinefs, in the 
proceedings of domeftic life, is it not with 
equal frequency and wifdom that models of 
excellence and patterns of demerit are fet 
‘before men engaged in correfponding occu- 
pations; the former to excite them to vir- 
tue, the latter to deter them from vice ? 
Does not Revelation itfelf authorife and 
fanctify the practice, when one facred writer 
directs thofe whom he addreffes to “ take 
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E the prophets for an example of patient 
* fuffering (r);” and another enjoins his 
converts to follow himfelf as their en- 
fample (s); and repeatedly compares his 
own acquifitions with thofe of others who 
were employed in the fame purfuits with 
himfelf, at one time declaring that in his 
youth “ he profited more than his equals 
“ in years (¢) ;” and at another, that in his 
riper age “ he was not a whit behind the 


’ 


* very chiefeft of the apoftles (z),” in- 
ferior in no point, in labours and in fuf- 
ferings more abundant (x)? To compare 
.our own conduct and attainments with 
thofe of others, that we may the more 
clearly perceive our defects, and be incited 
to imitate a meritorious example, is a prac- 
tice in many cafes both juftifiable and ufe- 
ful. It is confequently a pra@tice fit to be 
recommended on fuitable occafions, and 
with proper explanation, to thofe to whom 
we are to impart inftrudtion. But to 


(r) James, v. 1o. (s) Phil. iii. 17. (t) Gal. i. 14. 


(u) 2 Cor. xi. 5. (x) 2 Cor. xi. 22, 23. 
l compare 
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compare that we may imitate, is not the 
fame thing as to compare that we may 
rival And emulation includes, not in 
name only, but in reality, the idea and 
the fpirit of rivalfhip. In this circum- 
ftance confifts the danger and the mifchief 
of the principle. Rivalfhip is the nurfe of 
pride, of envy, of detraction, of malevo- 
lence. We are all prane to harbour un- 
kind fentiments towards thofe by whom 
we feel ourfelves furpaffed, efpecially if 
we were for fome time level with them in 
the race. We find it more eafy to depre- 
ciate than to equal them. And. ta hate, 
thofe whom we have injured, is one of 
thofe inherent difpofitions of the human 
heart which are vifible even in childhood, 
In the next place let it not be forgotten, 
that emulation, as called forth in {chools, 
is commonly directed to fubjects widely 
differing from thofe in which St. Paul and 
the other facred penmen exhorted their 
difciples to endeavour to excel. It is not 
an emulation in humility, in patience, in 
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charity, in piety, and holinefs (y); but in 
fkill in languages, and other branches of 
knowledge ; or more frequently, in merely 
ornamental accomplifhments. The con- 
vert who ftrove, according to the Apoftle’s 
direction, to imitate the propofed pattern 
of Chriftian virtue, if he was truly in- 
fluenced by that religious impreffion under 
which he profeffed to act, could not feel 
genuine emulation. The malignity, the 
{pirit of rivalfhip was excluded by the 
nature of the object in view, and of the 
motives which inftigated the purfuit. So 
far was he from being vain of his pro- 
grefs in religious attainments, that the 
farther he advanced, the more con{cious 
was he of the extent of his deficiencies, 


(y) Thefe are the points in which St. Paul fought, by 
praifing the believing Gentiles, “ to provoke the Jews to 


‘© emulation,” 


according to the expreffion in our Bible ; 
or, as the original term (wagalnrow) might have been better 
rendered, “ to excite them to zeal.” If it be thought that 
emulation, as the term is properly to be underftood, is 
countenanced by this paffage of Scripture; let it alfo be 
remembered, that “ emulations”? (ma) are placed by the 
fame Apoftle in the dark catalogue of crimes, which exclude 


from the kingdom of God, Gal. v. 20, 21. 
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and the more humbled by that confciouf- 
nefs. So far was he from wifhing that it 
were in his power actually to lower the 
excellenctes of his fellow-Chriftian with 
whom he compared himfelf, and from 
feeking to lower them in the eftimation of 
others, that he rejoiced in difplaying them 
for general edification. And if at any 
time he was himfelf made the inftrument 
of advancing them by his counfel and 
encouragement to higher degrees of vir- 
tue; he beheld with augmented joy the 
increafe of their prefent luftre, and the 
profpe& of an addition to their eternal 
reward, Is this the temper of mind pro- 
duced in fchools and feminaries by emula- 
tion? Is the principle, which commonly 
produces the dire€tly oppofite temper, an 
agent fafe to be employed either in a 
boarding-f{chool or in a private family? Is 
it wife, is it Chriftian condu, fpontane- 
oufly and needlefsly to incur fo great a rifk 
of foftering in the youthful breaft thofe 
paffions, which, even if they are combated 
in early years with the moft anxious vigi- 
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lance, will fhew themfelves but too power- 
ful amidft the future ftruggles and compe- 
titions of life ? 


In carrying on every branch of educa- 
tion there is no practical rule more entitled 
by its importance to ftedfaft attention than 
this: that the pupil fhould be impreffed 
with a conviction, that whenever ihe is 
directed to purfue a particular courfe of 
ftudy, the direction is reafonable ; in other 
words, that fhe fhould perceive the matter 
enjoined to be evidently ufeful in itfelf, 
or fhould be fatisfied that it is required by 
competent authority. When the under- 
ftanding is not ripe enough to comprehend 
the utility of the attainment, let the obli- 
gation of compliance be fhewn to reft on 
the fubmiffion due to the decifion of pa- 
rents, and of thofe who ftand in the place 
of parents; and let the duty of fubmiffion 
be clearly traced to that ftandard of reéti- 
tude to which the mind ought to be habi- 
tuated from the days of childhood con- 
ftantly to refer—the revealed word of 
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God. As the faculties open, let the adə 
vantages to be expected from the acqui- 
fition of the knowledge in queftion be pro- 
portionably unfolded. But in developing 
them let not the inftrudtor fail to dwell on 
this frequently neglected leffon, that their 
ufe confifts in the increafed power and op- 
portunities which they afford to their pof- 
feffor, of recommending herfelf to her 
Maker’s favour by manifefling obedience 
to his laws, and by doing good to her 
fellow-creatures; and that, for their faith- 
ful application to thefe purpofes, fhe will 
ftand refponfible hereafter. When the 
diligence of the teacher has ftamped thefe 
principles, the fundamental principles of 
rectitude in all human condudt, on the 
breaft of the {cholar; then is the time, 
amid{t unceafing care to refrefh the im- 
preflion whencver it feems in any degree 
to fail; then is the time to give that addi- 
tional incitement to ative exertion which 
may be derived from the influence of ex- 
ample. Then let thofe to whom that in- 


citement is neceflary, and to whom it may 
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be addreffed without danger, be exhorted 
to compare their own remiffnefs with the 
diligence of their more induftrious com- 
panions. But let them be diftin&ly and 
uniformly inftructed that the object of the 
comparifon is to difcover their own defi- 
ciencies, in order that, on principles of 
duty, they may be correéted, not to enter 
into a perfonal contet for pre-eminence 
with the other party ; that in contemplating 
fuperior merit, they are not to envy, but to 
admire; to copy, not to emulate. 


To impart to the youthful {cholar thofe 
acquifitions which are defired either con- 
fiderably or entirely on the {core of orna- 
ment, conftitutes, as was ftated in the 
outfet, the fecond branch of Education. 
That this branch of education is not at 
prefent undervalued or neglefted in our 
own country, is a faét, which even a 
flight knowledge of the general proceed- 
ings and opinions of parents in the upper 
and middle claffes of fociety would be fuf- 
ficient to eftablifth beyond the probability 
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of dilpute. Two queftions remain to: be 
propofed. Firft, whether it is valued and 
cultivated too much? Secondly, whether 
the prevailing modes of cultivating it are 
judicious: that is to fay, whether it is 
kept fubordinate, and fufficiently fubordi- 
nate, to the primary object. of inftrudtion, 
the inculcation of thofe radical principles 
on which prefent and future happinefs 
depends; and whether, in the manner as 
well as in the degree of carrying it on, 
duc regard is paid to the peculiar cha- 
racteriftics of the female mind, and to the 
impreffions, the errors, and. the dangers to- 
which, in confequence of thofe native pe- 
culiarities, the fcholar is expofed? The an- 
{wer which mult be given to thefe quef- 
tions, an anfwer to be deduced from gene- 
ral practice, not from a few fcattered ex- 
ceptions, is not the reply which it were 
highly to be withed that truth would have 
permitted to be returned. In {chools, al- 
moft univerfally, and very commonly, I 
fear, in domeftic tuition, ornamental ac- 
complithments occupy the rank and efti- 
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mation which ought to have been affigned 
to objects of infinitely greater importance. 
Not that the pupil, when this perverfion 
of rational arrangement takes place, is ex- 
prefsly inftru€ted that to acquire and to 
difplay ornamental attainments is the firft 
bufinefs of life. Quite the contrary. She 
is probably told once in a week, perhaps 
fomewhat oftener, that to do her duty to 
God and her fellow-creatures in the man- 
ner which the Bible enjoins, is the objet 
of real confequence. But what is the 
effect of a dry precept heard periodically 
from the pulpit or in a le€ture-room, and 
ccldiy repeated on incidental occafions by 
a teacher, to the power of daily habit? If 
a girl is treated by her inftru&ors, if the 
is taught to labour and to act, in the way 
that would be reafonable if to improve in 
perfonal grace, to ftudy fafhionable de- 
corations of the body and of the mind, 
were the appointed purpofes of her exift- 
ence: if fhe is thus treated, if the is 
taught thus to labour and to a&, and with 
difpofitions inclining her, by a natural 
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bias, to lean towards that perfuafion ; will 
a few fhort admonitions, formally inter- 
fperfed and reluctantly heard, counteract 
the danger? Will it be wonderful if, when 
fhe fhall be fet at liberty from the reftraint 
of fuperintendants, her conduét in life 
fhall correfpond to the way in which fhe 
was regularly accuftomed to at, rather 
than to what fhe was occafionally directed 
to believe? Is it furprifing that a young 
woman fhould give free fcope to the de- 
fires, which fhe has ever been led to che- 
rifh; that fhe fhould pradtife the arts, in 
which her childhood was initiated? Is it 
furprifing that fhe, when grown up, fhould 
ftarve herfelf into fhapelinefs, and over- 
fpread her face with paint, who was trained 
at a boarding-fchool to {wing daily by the 
chin, in order to lengthen her neck, and 
perhaps even accuftomed, as is fometimes 
the cafe, to peculiar modes of difcipline 
contrived to heighten the complexion? If 
fhe was taught throughout the whole 
courfe of her education, though not by 
exprefs precept, yet by daily and hourly 
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admonitions which could convey no other 
meaning, that dancing is for difplay, that 
mufic is for difplay, that drawing and 
French and Italian are for difplay ; can it 
be a matter of aftonifhment, that during 
the reft of her life fhe fhould be inceffantly 
on the watch to fhine and to be admired? 


Let the importance of a rule which has 
been already fuggefted, and the little regard 
which it experiences in many fchools and 
in many private families, be my apology 
for recalling it once more to the mind of 
the reader. .The pupil, whatever may be 
the fubjet in which fhe is inftructed, 
fhould be led diftin@ly to underftand, as 
early as her faculties are equal to the exer- 
tion, the general reafons for which it is 
expedient that fhe fhould attain that par- 
ticular qualification, and the general pur- 
pofes to which, when attained, it is to be 
applied. If there be any cafes in which 
the oblervance of this rule is of efpecial 
moment, it ig in thofe ia which, from the 
natural peculiarities of the female cha- 
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racter, there exifts a more than common 
danger that the object for which the at- 
tainment is fought will be mifconceived by 
the fcholar; and that, in confequence of 
that mifconception, or of other probable 
contingencies, the attainment itfelf will, in 
procefs of time, become a fource of for- 
midable temptations. The ornamental ac- 
quifitions which have been fpecified, and 
other fimilar accomplishments included 
within the’ plan of female education, fall 
precifely within this defcription. Let the ` 
pupil, then, be thoroughly impreffed with 
a conviction of the real end and ufe of all 
fuch attainments; namely, that they are 
defigned, in the firft place, to fupply her 
hours of leifure with innocent and amuf- 
ing occupations ; occupations which may 
prevent the languor and the {nares of idle- 
nefs, render home attractive, refrefh the 
-wearied faculties, and contribute to pre- 
ferve the mind in a ftate of placid cheer- 
fulnefs, which is the moft favourable to 
fentiments of benevolence to mankind and 
of gratitude to God: and in the next 
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place, to enable her to communicate a 
kindred pleafure, with all its beneficial 
effets, to her family and friends, to all 
with whom fhe is now, or may hereafter 
be, intimately conneéted. In addition to 
this general view of the purpofes of orna- 
mental accomplifhments, let any prominent 
advantage, by which one is diftinguifhed 
from another, be noted with tle degree of 
attention which it deferves. If, for exam- 
ple, the ufes of mufic are explained, let not 
its effet in heightening devotion be over- 
looked. If drawing is the fubje&t of re- 
mark, let the ftudent be taught habitually to 
contemplate in the works of creation the 
power,the wifdom, and the goodnefs of their 
Author. If juft conceptions refpeCting the 
end of thefe and all fimilar acquifitions are 
not feduloufly implanted in the breaft of 
the fcholar, ideas of a very different nature 
will prevail. And when a young woman 
fteps forth into active life; graced with 
fplendid accomplifhments, and poffefled 
with an opinion that fhe is to employ them 
in outfhining her affociates and competi- 
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tors; her proficiency may fitly be to thofe, 
who are truly concerned for her welfare, 
a matter of forrow rather than of congra- 
tulation. 


- The miftaken opinions refpecting the 

proper end of perfonal accomplifhments, 
and the extravagant opinions of their 
worth, which either the inculcation of 
wrong principles on the fubjeét, or the 
negle& of imprefling thofe-which are juft, 
eftablifhes in the youthful mind, extend 
their influence to all matters fimilar in 
their nature to fuch accomplifhments, and 
eapable of being united with them in pro- 
moting one common purpofe. Hence 
that fondnefs for the arts of drefs and ex- 
terior decoration, to which the female fex, 
anxious to call in every adventitious aid to 
heighten its native elegance and beauty, 
feels itfelf inclined by an inherent bias, is 
{timulated and cherifhed in the years of 
childhood ; aud inftead of being feduloully 
taught to reftri& itfelf within the bounds. 
which reafon and Chriftiazn moderation pre- 
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fcribe, is trained up to fill whatever mea- 
fure of excefs fhall be di€tated by pride, 
vanity, or fafhion. There are well-inten- 
tioned mothers who urge the neceffity of 
taking pains to encourage in their daugh- 
ters a certain degree of attachment to drefs, 
of folicitude refpeQing the form and tex- 
ture of their habiliments, left they fhould 
afterwards degenerate into flatterns. It 
would perhaps be not lefs reafonable ftudi- 
oufly to excite in boys a relith for the tafte 
of fpirituous liquors, left in procefs of time 
they fhould impair their health by abfte- 
mioufnefs, An ancient philofopher de- 
fined woman to be “an animal fond of 
“ drefs.” And the additional experience 
of two thoufand years does not appear 
greatly to have invalidated his conclufion. 
Jt fhould feem, therefore, that with refpect 
to this point, parental anxiety might repofe 
its confidence on the unaffifted energies of 
Nature. But further; there is no rule of 
conduct in principle more objectionable, 
no method of proceeding in practice more 
unwife, than to-guard againft one evil by 
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encouraging its oppofite. The eagernefs 
of man, ever defirous to obtain its end, or 
a part of its end, in the quickeft manner, 
and aware how far the rapid influence of- 
the paffions outftrips the laborious opera- 
tions of argument, is at all times, and on 
every fubje&, prone to combat error by 
rouling and cherifhing emotions which lead 
to the contrary extreme. But the refult 
of this mode of attack, whether it be di- 
rected againft falfe opinions which infeft 
religion and politics, or againft thofe which 
prevail in the humbler concerns of private 
life, is always to be dreaded. Either the 
mind is confirmed in its errors by perceiv- 
ing the weaknefs of the means employed 
to expel them ; or, yielding blindly to the 
new impreffion, abandons its original mif- 
conceptions only to become a prey to 
oppofite illufions. | Whatever be the. 
enemy to be fubdued, let him be affailed 
with juftifiable weanons. Whatever be 
the poifon imbibed ‘let it be encountered 
with its fpecific antidote. The danger 
which you. fear, is it that your daughter 

may 
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may prove a flattern? Imprefs her with 
the advantages, the duty of neatnefs: 
train her in correfponding habits: teach 
her by precept, and, whenever occafion 
offers itfelf, by example, the difgufting 
effects of deviating from them. Attach 
her thus to the proprieties without tempt- 
ing her to the vanities of drefs ; fecure the 
decencies of her perfon without enfnaring 
her mind, 


Beauty is a poffeflion fo grateful to every 
woman, and yet fo produétive of hazards 
and temptations, that if a young perfon is 
thrown into life with her original withes 
and opinions on that fubje@& uncorrefed, 
her inftruétors will have been negligent of 
their charge in a very important point. 
To remind her from time to time of the 
tranfitory and precarious duration of per- 
fonal attractions ; to remind her, that ele- 
gance of form aud brilliancy of complexion 
are beftowed without regard to intrinfic 
excellence in the pofleffor; to teach her, 
that they who are admired chiefly on thofe 
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accounts are either unworthy of being 
valued for better reafons, or are admired 
only by perfons whofe approbation is no 
praife ; that good fenfe and virtue are the 
only qualifications which enfure or de- 
ferve lafting efteem; and that a counte- 
nance, lighted up with intelligence and 
the virtuous feclings of the heart, will 
kindle emotions which mere regularity of 
features could never have excited : this is 
not the language of aufterity and morofe- 
nefs, but of truth, of prudence, and of 
Chriflian duty, 


Pre-cininence in rank is likewife a topic 
which calls for efpecial admonitions even 
in the feafon of youth. Let the pupil, 
who finds herfelf in this refpe@ elevated 
above her companions, be led clearly to 
apprehend, and pradtically to remember, 
that the diftinions of rank in fociety are 
inftituted not for the advantage or gratifi- 
cation of any individual, but for the be- 
nefit of the whole. Let her be taught 
that fupertority, confidered with a refer- 
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ence to the individual who is in pofleffion 
of it, is accompanied with proportionate 
duties and temptations; that to poffefs it 
implies no merit, td be without it no un- 
worthinefs ; and qhat the only important 
diftin@tions are thofe which involve ex- 
cellence of character and forebode perma- 
nent effects, the diftin@tions of vice and 
virtue. 


Among children affembled in large bo- 
dies at feminaries of education, many are 
found who regulate their deportment to 
their fchool-fellows, partly according to 
the degrees of wealth, but efpecially of 
gentility, which they conceive to belong 
to their refpeQive families. When the 
parent or relation of any of the fcholars 
drives up to the door, they crowd into the 
windows with other emotions befides that 
of fimple curiofity; and, as the equipage 
is more or lefs fhewy than that in which 
their own friends are wont to make their 
appearance, envy or exult. They pry, by 
ingenious interrogatories, into the internal 

proceed- 
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proceedings of each othcr’s home; and 
triumph or repine according to the anfwers 
which they receive concerning the number 
of fervants kept in the houfe, the magnifi- 
cence of their liveries, the number of courfes 
habitually ferved up at table, the number of 
affemblies and balls given at the town refi- 
dence in winter, the extent of the gardens 
and of the park at the family mantion in 
the country, the intercourfe maintained 
with nobility and people of fafhion, and 
the connedtion fubfifting with the fordid 
occupations and degrading profits of trade. 
When daughters are educated at home, the | 
fame paffions reveal themfelves ; but being 
encountered by the fuperior attention which 
may there be paid to a girl’s difpofitions, 
and wanting the encouragement which 
they would have derived in the {chool from 
example and from the exercife afforded to 
them by a continual fupply of frefh mate- 
rials to work upon, they are more eafily 
fubdued, Both in public and in private 
education let them meet with that vigilant 
and determined oppofition, without which 
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they will enflave the heart, and render the 
character a deteflable compound of haugh- 
tinefs, malevolence, and infenfibility. 


In treating of Education, I have not yet 
adverted to the care of health. In the cafe 
of children who do not labour under any 
particular weaknefs of frame, the concern 
which education has with health confifts 
not fo much in pofitive endeavours to pro- 
mote, as in cautioufly forbearing to injure 
it; not fo much in devifing means to affift 
Nature in eftablifhing a ftrong conftitution, 
as in fecuring full fcope for the benefit of 
her fpontaneous exertions: Debility and 
difeafe require peculiar attentions. And 
univerfally, the plan of inftruction ought 
to be fo arranged as not to clafh with the 
acquifition or the prefervation of a bleffing 
which, whether comfort or utility be con- 
fidered, claims a place among the foremoft 
attainable on earth. So intimate is the con- 
nection, fo general the fympathy, between 
the body and the mind, that the vigour of 
the former feems not only to remove obfta- 
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eles to the operations of the latter, but even 
to communicate to its powers an acceffion 
of ftrength. Wholefome food, early hours, 
pure air, and bodily exercife, are inftru- 
ments not of health only, but of know- 
ledge. Of thefe four indifpenfable requi- 
lites in every place and mode of education, 
the two firft are feldom overlooked; in 
{chools the two which remain frequently 
do not awaken the folicitude which they 
deferve. Is pure air to be found in the 
heated atmofphere of low and crowded 
rooms ? Is it exercife to pace once in a day 
in proceflion down a ftreet or round a 
fquare ; or in regular arrangement to fol- 
Tow a teacher along the middle walk of a 
garden, forbidden to deviate to the right 
hand or to the left? Pale cheeks, a languid 
afpedt, and a feeble frame, anfwer the 
queftion ; and prognofticate the long train 
of nervous maladies, which lie in wait for 
future years. It is not neceflary that girls 
fhould contend in the hardy amufements, 
which befit the youth of the other fex. 
But if you with that they fhould poffefs, 
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when women, a healthful conftitution, 
‘fleady fpirits, and a ftrong and alert mind ; 
let active exercife in the open air be one of 
their daily recreations, one of their daily 


duties (z). 


(z) For the purpofe of encouraging a propenfity to fa- 
lubrious exercife in the open air, it feems deftrable that girls 
fhould be allowed, when educated at home, and if poffible, 
when placed in {chools, to poflefs little gardens of their own, 
and to amufe themfelves in them with the lighter offices of 
cultivation, The healthinefs of the employment would 
amply compenfate for a few daggled frocks and dirtied 
gloves. Befides; an early relifh for domeftic amufements 
lays the foundation of a domeftic character. The remem- 
brance of delights experienced in childhood difpofes the 
mind in riper years to purfuits akin to thofe, from which 
the recollected pleafures were derived. 
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CHAP. V. 


ON THE MODE OF INTRODUCING YOUNG 
WOMEN INTO GENERAL SOCIETY. 


W iex the bufinefs of education, whe- 
ther conducted at home or at a public fe- 
minary, draws towards a conclufion, the 
next. objet that occupies the attention of 
the parent is what fhe terms the introduc- 
tion of her daughter into the world. Eman- 
cipated from the fhackles of inftrudtion, the 
young woman is now to be brought for- 
ward to act her part on the public ftage of 
life. And as though liberty were a gift un- 
attended with temptations to inexperienced 
youth; as though vivacity, oppennefs of 
heart, the confcioufnefs of perfonal accom- 
plifhments and of perfonal beauty, would 
ferve rather to counteract than to aggravate 
thofe temptations ; the change of fituation 


is not unfrequently heightened by every 
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pofible aid of contraft. Pains are taken, 
as it were, to contrive, that when the 
dazzled ftranger fhall ftep from the nurfery 
and the leture-room, fhe fhall plunge at 
once into a flood of vanity and diffipation. 
Mewed up from every prying gaze, taught 
to believe that her firft appearance is the 
fubje&t of univerfal expe&ation, tutored to 
beware above all things of tarnifhing the 
luftre of her attractions by mauvaife bonte, 
ftimulated with defire to outfhine her 
equals in age and rank, fhe burns with 
impatience for the hour of difplaying her 
perfections: till at length, intoxicated 
beforehand with anticipated flatteries, fhe 
is launched, in the pride of ornament, on 
fome occafion of feftivity ; and from that 
time forward thinks by day and dreams by 
night of amufements, and of drefs, and of 
compliments, and of admirers. 


l believe this picture to convey no exag- 
gerated reprefentation of the ftate of things, 
which is often witneffed in the higher ranks 
of fociety. I fear, too, that it is a picture 
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to which the praétice of the middle ranks, 
though at prefent not fully correfponding, 
bears a continually increafing refemblance. 
The extreme, however, which has been de- 
teribed, has, like evcry other extreme, its 
oppofite. There are mothers who profefs 
to initiate their daughters, almoft from the 
cradle, into what thcy call the knowledge of 
life; and pollute the years of childhood with 
an inftilled attachment to the card-table ; 
with habits of flippancy and pertnefs, de- 
nominated wit; with an “ eafinefs” of man- 
ners, which ought to be named effrontery ; 
and with a knowledge of tales of fcandal 
unfit to be mentioned by any one but in a 
court of juftice. Both thefe extremes are 
moft dangerous to every thing that is va- 
luable in the female character ; to every 
thing on which happinefs in the prefent 
world and in a future world depends. But 
of the two the latter is the more pernicious. 
In that fyftem war is carried on almoft from 
infancy, and carried on in the moft deteft- 
able manner, againft female delicacy and 
innocence. In the former, that delicacy 

and 
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and that innocence are expofed under the 
greateft difadvantages to the fudden influ- 
ence of highly fafcinating allurements. It 
may be hoped however, that, coming to the 
encounter as yet little impaired, they may 
have fome chance of efcaping without fe- 
vere injury. .At any rate, be this chance 
ever fo {mall, it is greater than the proba- 
bility, that when affailed from their earlieft 
dawn by. flow poifon inceffantly admi- 
niftered, they fhould ultimately furvive. 


To accuftom the mind by degrees to the 
trials which it muft learn to withftand, yet 
to fhelter it from infidious temptations, 
while it is unable to difcern and to fhun 
the {nare, is the firt rule which wifdom 
fuggefts with regard to all trials and tempta- 
tions whatever. To this rule too much at- 
tention cannot be paid in the mode of in- 
troducing a young woman into the com- 
mon habits of focial intercourfe. Let her 
not be diftracted in the years by nature par- 
ticularly defigned for the cultivation of the 
underftanding and the acquifition of know- 
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ledge, by the turbulence and glare of polite 
amufements. Let her not be fuffered to tafte 
the draught which the world offers to her, 
until fhe has learned that, if there be fweet- 
pefs on the furface, there is venom deeper 
in the cup; until fhe has acquired a right 
judgement and a well-directed tafte as to 
the purfuits and pleafures of life, or, ac- 
cording to the expreflion of the Apoftle, 
has become difpofed “ to approve the 
things which are excellent ;” and is for- 
tified with thofe principles of temperance 
and retitude, which may guard her againft 
unfafe indulgence. Let vanity, and other 
unwarrantable {prings of action, prompt, 
at all times, to exert their influence on 
the female character, and at no time likely 
to exert an influence more dangerous than 
when a young woman firft fteps into 
public life, be curtailed, as far as may be 
fafely practicable, of the powerful affiftance 
ot novelty. Altogether to preclude that 
aififtance is impoflible. But it may be dif- 
armed of much of its force by gradual fa- 
miliarity. Let that gradual familiarity take 
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place under the fuperintendence of parents 
and near relations, and of friends of ap- 
proved fobriety and difcretion. Let not the 
young woman be configned to fome fafhion- 
able inftructrefs, who, profefling at once to 
add the laft polifh to education, and to in- 
troduce the pupil into the beft company, 
will probably difmifs her thirfting for ad- 
miration ; inflamed with ambition; devoted 
to drefs and amufements ; initiated in the 
{cience and the habit of gaming; and pre- 
pared to deem every thing right and indif- 
penfable, which is or fhall be recommended 
by modifh example. Let her not be aban- 
doned in her outfet in life to the giddinefs 
and miftaken kindnefs of fafhionable ac- 
quaintance in the metropolis; nor forwarded 
under their convoy to public places, there 
to be whirled, far from maternal care and 
admonition, in the circles of levity and folly, 
into which, even had maternal care and ad- 
monition been at hand to protect her, fhe 
ought not to have been permitted to ftep. 
At this very important feafon, while the 
mother feleéts with cautious difcrimination, 
and limits within narrow bounds both as 

H3 to 


rcin.org.pl 


102 OF INTRODUCING YOUNG WOMEN 


to time and expence, the fcenes of public 
refort and entertainment, to which her 
youthful charge is now to be fuffered to 
have accefs; let her cultivate in the mind 
of the latter with augmented folicitude 
thofe principles, difpofitions, and habits, 
which may lead her not only cheerfully to 
acquiefce in the courfe adopted, but even 
fpontaneoufly and decidedly to prefer it to 
a fyftem of lefs guarded indulgence. Let 
a double fhare of attention be exerted to 
preferve and ftrengthen in her breaft a fenfe 
of the frailty of human nature ; of the ne- 
ceflity of conftantly looking up to divine 
fupport; of the tranfitory and inconfiderable 
worth of temporal things compared with 
eternity; of the fuperiority of the peaceful 
and heartfelt joys, which flow from the 
difcharge of duty and the animating hopes 
of the favour of God, over every other 
gratification, All thefe principles are me- 
naced, when frefh inlets of enfnaring 
pleafures are opened. Let parental vigi- 
lance and love gently point out to the 
daughter, on every convenient occafion, 
what is proper or improper in the conduct 
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of the perfons of her own age, with whom 
fhe is in any degree converfant, and alfo 
the grounds of the approbation or difap- 
probation expreffed. Let parental counfel 
and authority be prudently exercifed in 
regulating the choice of her affociates; And 
at the fame time that fhe is habituated to 
regard diftin@tions of wealth and rank, as 
circumftances whoily unconnected with 
perfonal worth ; let her companions be in 
general neither much above her own level, 
nor much below it: left fhe fhould be led 
to ape the opinions, the expenfivenefs, and 
the fafhionable follies of perfons in a ftation 
higher than her own ; or, in her intercourfe 
with thofe of humbler condition, to affume 
airs of contemptuous and domineering fupe- 
riority. Solicitude on the part of parents, to 
confult the welfare of their child in thefe 
points, will probably be attended with a 
further conféquence of no finall benefit to 
themfelves; when it perfuades them to an 
encreafed degree of circum{pedction as to the 
vilitors whom they encourage at home, and 
the fociety which they frequent abroad. 
H 4 
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CHAP. VI. 


ON FEMALE CONVERSATION AND EPIS- 
TOLARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


Corwiunos is an index to the mind. 
“ Out of the abundance of the heart the 
“ mouth fpeaketh (a). The obfervation is 
true, not only when referring to thofe who 

ufe the language of opennefs and fincerity, 
but alfo when applied to the referved man 
and the diflembler. Clofenefs indicates dif- 
truft; and often, by fharpening curiofity, 
caufes the difcovery of what is meant to be 
concealed. Art fooner or later drops the 
‘ma{k, or gives ample proof that fhe wears 
one, If it be admitted, conformably to 
general opinion, that female fluency in dif- 
courfe is greater and more perfevering than 
that of the other fex; it behoves women the 
more'fteadily to remember, that the foun- 


(a) Matt. c. xii. v. 34. 
tain 
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tain will be eftimated according to the 
ftream. If the rill run babbling along, 
fhallow and frothy, the fource will be deem- 
ed incapable of fupplying a profound and 
tranquil current. If the former be muddy, 
bitter, and corrofive, its offenfivenefs will be 
afcribed to the inherent qualities of the latter. 


Among the faults which it is ufual to 
hear laid to the charge of young women, 
when female difcourfe is canvafled, vanity, 
affeCtation, and frivoloufnefs, feem to fur- 
nifh the moft prevailing theme of cen- 
fure. ‘That in a great number of inftances 
the cenfure is warranted, cannot be denied. 
And every young woman ought to- beware, 
left there fhould be ground for applying it, 
with juftice, to herfelf. For, if it fhould be 
with juftice applied to her, let her be affured, 
that whatever may be the circumftances of 
palliation, by which a part of the blame may 
be transferred elfewhere ; there will yet be, 
in the moft favourable cafe, a large refi- 
duum, for which fhe ought to be, and muft 
be, perfonally refponfible. But it is no 
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more than common candour to avow, that 
in addition to thofe defeéts which frequent- 
ly fubfift in the plan of female education, 
there is another caufe to which a portion of 
this vanity, and of its concomitant habits 
and errors, mult be afcribed; namely, the 
injudicious and reprehenfible behaviour of 
the other fex. 


The ftyle and kind of converfation in 
which men very generally indulge them- 
felves towards unmarried women, not un- 
frequently towards married women, and to- 
wards no women fo much as towards thofe 
who have been recently introduced into 
public, are fuch as would lead an indifferent 
auditor to conclude, either that their own 
intellectual powers were very flender ; or, 
that they regarded the perfons, to whom 
they were directing their difcourfe, as nearly 
devoid of underftanding. For, antecedently 
to experience, could it appear probable that 
a man, of fenfe, when converfing with a 
woman whom he deemed to poffefs a culti- 
‘wated mind, would Rudy, as it thould feem, 
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to fhun every fubjeét of difcourfe which 
might afford fcope for the exercife of reafon: 
that his whole aim would apparently be, to 
excite noily gaiety founded on nothing; to 
call forth a contet of puny witticifm and 
flippant repartee ; to difcufs the merits of 
caps and colours, and effences and fans; 
and to intoxicate the head, and beguile the 
heart, by every mode and every extrava- 
gance of compliment? Yet fuch is the fort 
of converfation daily to be heard; and not 
in public places only, but in private fami- 
lies; and not only from the giddinefs of 
empty young men, but from men of ma- 
turer years, and of a more fober caft; men 
who, themfelves, have daughters about to 
be introduced into the world, and arc them- 
felves known, in their ferious moments, to 
Jament, and to lament with fincerity, the 
temptations and dangers by which thofe 
daughters, when introduced, are to be af- 
failed. The effe&ts of fuch treatment and 
intercourfe on young women are deeply 
and permanently miichievous. She who is 
already vain, friyolous, and affected, inftead 
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of deriving from the behaviour which fhe 
experiences from the other fex motives and 
encouragements to improvement, is con- 
firmed in her faults more and more; and 
learns to continue from principle what, per- 
haps, originated in thoughtleffnefs. And 
fhe who at prefent is not tindtured with 
thefe failings, is in conftant hazard either of 
being enfnared by the familiarity of ex- 
ample, and by the comparative difregard 
fhewn to thofe excellences with which fhe 
is endowed ; or of contracting a difpofition 
equally remote from feminine diffidence and 
Chriftian humility, namely, a propenfity to 
admire her own acquifitions; to reft with 
proud confidence in her own judgement of 
perfons and things; and to reprehend with 
cenforioufnefs, or expofe with farcaftic ri- 
dicule, the manners and the characters of 
her acquaintance. Young women will act 
wifely in remembering that men who are 
addicted to this ftyle of converfation, and 
profufe in the language of complimentary 
encomium, are found in general to be in- 
difcriminate flatterers, and to applaud with- 
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out inward approbation ; and that, if fingle 
men, they are often among the leaft likely 
to have their affections ferioufly engaged, 
and the leaft worthy to poffefs the affeGtions 
of another. 


But while, on the one hand, we allow 
to young women the full benefit of every 
apology that can be derived from the im- 
proper behaviour and example of the other 
fex in the points under confideration ; truth 
requires us, on the other hand, to obferve 
that this very behaviour on the part of men, 
which has been juftly reprehended, is fre- 
quently called forth and encouraged by the 
favourable reception which it is feen to 
attain. Beauty delights to hear its own 
praife. Where beauty does not captivate 
in the countenance, grace and elegance 
may fafcinate in the perfon: and grace 
and elegance do not yield to beauty in the 
defire of admiration. Where neither beauty, 
nor grace and elegance have been liberal of 
their gifts, vanity is at hand to magnify 
every the mof flender token of their boun- 
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ty; and liftens with open ears to the ap- 
plaufes which fhe imagines herfelf to de- 
ferve ; and with ftill greater eagernefs to 
thofe, her title to which fhe had previoufly 
doubted. If perfonal attra@tions have been 
fo {paringly beftowed, as neither to leave 
room for the expectation of fincere enco- 
mium, nor even for the delufive dreams of 
hope, in which the fancy is prone to in- 
dulge; the love of compliment has yet 
other fources of gratification. Shewy ac- 
complifhments become the ground on which 
the tribute of panegyric is claimed: and the 
tribute, once evidently claimed, will be re- 
gularly paid by conviction or by politenefs. 
Hence it is that among a large proportion of 
young women, and efpecially among thofe 
who are not remarkable for the ftrength 
of their underftanding, and who have not 
been accultomed to eftimate the worth of 
objects according to the ftandard of reafon 
and religion, converfation loaded with 
flatteries, as filly as they are grofs, too often 
finds welcome hearers. Hence, alfo, it is 
confined in circles of this defcription to 
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{cenes, topics, and incidents which embrace 
little more than the amufements of the pre- 
ceding or of the enfuing afternoon; the 
looks and the drefs of the prefent company 
or of their acquaintance; petty anecdotes 
of the neighbourhood, and local fcandal, 
Is it wonderful then that the with prevalent 
in moft men, and efpecially in young men, 
to render themfelves acceptable in focial 
intercourfe to the female fex, fhould be- 
tray them into a mode of behaviour which 
they perceive to be fe generally welcome ?. 
Is it wonderful that he, who difcovers tri- 
fling to be the way to pleafe, fhould become 
a trifler ; that he who by the cafual intro- 
duction of a fubje&, which feemed to call 
upon the reafon to exert itfelf, has brought 
an ominous yawn over the countenance of 
his fair auditor, fhould guard againft a re- 
petition of the offence? But it is not only to 
women of moderate capacity, that hours of 
trifling and flippant converfation are found 
acceptable. To thofe of fuperior talents 
they are not unfrequently known to give a 
degree of entertainment, greater than on 
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flight confideration we might have expeét- 
ed. The matter, however, may eafily be 
explained. Some women who are endow- 
ed with flrong mental powers, are little 
inclined to the trouble of exerting them. 
They love to indulge a fupine vacuity of 
thought; liten to nonfenfe without dif- 
fatisfa€tion, becaufe to liften to it requires 
no effort; neither fearch nor prompt others 
to fearch deeper than the furface of the 
paffing topic of difcourfe: and were it not 
for an occafional remark that indicates dife 
cernment, or a look of intelligence which 
gleams through the liftleffnefs of floth, 
would fcarcely be fufpeéted of judgement 
and penetration. While thefe perfons rare- 
ly feem in the common intercourfe of life 
to turn their abilities to the advantage either 
of themfelves or of their friends; others, 
gifted with equal talents, are tempted to 
mifapply them by the confcioufnefs of pof- 
fefling them. Vain of their powers and of 
their dexterity in the ufe of them, they 
cannot refift the impulfe which they feel 
to lead a pert and coxcoinbical young man, 
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whenever he falls in their way, to expofe 
himfelf. The prattle which they defpife, they 
encourage; becaufe it amufes them by ren- 
dering the {fpeakerridiculous. They lead him 
on, unfufpicious of their defign, and fecret- 
ly pluming himfelf on the notice which he 
attracts, and on his own happy talents of 
rendering himfelf agreeable, and delighted 
the moft when he is moft the obje& of de- 
rifion, from one ftep of folly to anothers 
By degrees they contra& an habitual: relifh 
for the ftyle of coverfation, which: enables 
them at once to difplay their own wit, and 
to gratify their paffion for mirth, and their 
tafte for the ludicrous. They become in- 
wardly impatient when it flags; and more 
impatient when it meets with interruption. 
And if a man of grave afpeét and more 
wakeful refletion prefumes to ftep within 
the circle, they aflail the unwelcome in- 
truder with a volley, of brilliant raillery 
and fparkling repartee, which bears down 
knowledge and lcarning before it; and 
convulfe the delighted auditors with peals 
of laughter, while he labours in his heavy 
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accoutrements after his light-armed anta- 
gonift, and receives at every turn a fhower 
of arrows, which he can neither parry nor 
withftand. 


From the remarks which have been made 
on the frivoloufnefs of: language and fen- 
timent which often appears agreeable to 
women ; and even to women who are quali- 
fied both to communicate and to enjoy the 
higheft pleafures of converfation which 
can flow from cultivated minds; let it not 
be inferred, that the mixed difcourfe either 
of female fociety, or of-young perfons of the 
two fexes, is to refemble the difcuffions of 
a board of philofophers; and that eafe and 
gaiety, and laughter and wit, are to be pro- 
{cribed as inveterate enemics of fobriety and 
good fenfe. Let eafe exempt from affecta- 
tion, gaiety prompted by innocence, laugh- 
ter the effufion of ingenuous delight, and 
wit unftained witly ariy-tincture of malevo- 
lence, enliven the hours of ‘focial converfe. 
But let it hot be thought that their enliven- 


ing influence is unreafonably curtailed, if 
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good fenfe be empowered at all times to 
fuperintend their proceedings; and if fobriety 
be authorifed fometimes to interpofe topics, 
which may exercife and improve the facul- 
ties of the underftanding. 


The true fources of ufeful and pleafing 
converfation, whether in men or in women, 
(and let it be remembered that no converfa- 
tion can be truly pleafing that is not accom- 
panied by fimplicity of manner,) are virtu- 
ous difpofitions, right judgement, and po- 
lifhed tate. I mention them in the order 
in which they appear to be requifite. Per- 
fons of either fex, who ambitioufly endea- 
vour to fupply by artificial props, or to com- 
penfate by artificial ornaments, the want of 
any of thefe folid foundations of improving 
and attractive difcourfe, may for a time 
amufe the indolent, or may catch the ap- 
plaufe of ignorance and folly. But they 
will not long render themfelves acceptable, 
even in mixed company, to confiderate 
obfervers. And they will altogether fail in 
‘the far more important office of diffufing 
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improvement, of communicating pleafure, 
and of gaining friendfhip and affection, in 
the fociety of private life. 


At the clofe of thefe remarks on female 
converfation, it may be allowable to fub- 
join a few words on a kindred fubject, 
epifiolary correfpondence. Letters which 
pafs between men commonly relate, in a 
greater or a lefs degree, to actual bufinefs. 
Even young men, on whom the cares of 
dife are not yct devolved in their full weight, 
will frequently be led to enlarge to’ their 
abfent friends on topics not only of an in- 
terefting nature, but alfo of a ferious caf : 
on the ftudies which they are refpectively 
purfuing; on the advantages and difadvan- 
tages of the profeffion to which the one or 
the other is deftined ; on the circumftances 
which appear likely to forward or to im- 
pede the fuccefs of each in the world. 
The ferioufnefs of the fubje@, therefore, 
has a tendency, though a tendency which, 
I admit, is not always fuccefsful, to guard 
the writer from an affected and artificial 
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ftyle) Young women, whofe minds are 
comparatively unoccupied by fuch con- 
cerns, are fomctimes found to want in their 
correfpondence, a counterpoife, if not to 
the defire of fhining, yct to the quicknefs 
of imagination, and, occafionally, to the 
quicknefs of feeling, natural to their fex. 
Hence they are expofed to peculiar danger, 
a danger aggravated fometimes by famili- 
arity with novels and theatrical productions, 
{ometimes by the nature of the fathionable 
topics which will proceed from engrofling 
converfation to employ the pen, of learn- 
ing to clothe their thoughts in ftudied 
phrafes ; and even of lofing fimplicity both 
of thought and expreflion in florid, refined, 
and fentimental parade, Frequently, too, 
the defire of fhining intermingles itfelf, and 
involves them in additional temptations. 
They are ambitious to be diftinguithed for 
writing, as the phrafe is, good letters. Not 
that a lady ought not to write a good 
letter. But a lady, who makes it her ftudy 
to write a good letter, commonly produces 
a compofition to which a very dilfcrent epi- 
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thet ought to be applied. Thofe letters 
only are good, which contain the natural 
effufions of the heart, exprefled in un- 
affected language. Tinfel and glitter, and 
laboured phrafes, difmifs the friend and 
introduce the authorefs. From the ufe of 
{trained and hyperbolical language, it is 
but a ftep to advance to that which is infin- 
cere. But though that ftep be not taken, all 
that is pleafing in letter-writing is already 
loft. And a far heavier lofs is to be dread- 
ed, the lofs of fimplicity of manners and 
character in other points. For when a 
woman is habitually betrayed into an arti- 
ficial mode of proceeding by vanity, by 
the defire of pleafing, by erroneous judge- 
ment, or by any other caufe; can it be 
improbable that the fame caufe fhould ex- 
tend its influence to other parts of her con- 
dua, and be productive of fimilar effects? 
In juftice to the female fex, however, it 
ought to be added, that when amiable 
women, and efpecially amiable women of 
improved underftandings, write with fim- 
plicity, and employ their pens in a more 
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rational way than retailing the fhapes of 
head-dreffes and gowns, and thus, how- 
ever without intention, encouraging each 
other in vanity, their letters are in many 
refpects particularly pleafing. Being un- 
encumbered with grave difquifitions, they 
poffefs a peculiar eafe; difclofe in the moft 
engaging manner the beft affections of the 
human heart; and fhew with fingular clear- 
nefs the delicate features and fhades, which 
diftinguifh the mind of the writer. 
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CHAP. VIL. 


INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON PROPEN- 
SITY TO IMITATION.—-ON DRESS. 


Tur remarks on the mode of introducing 
young perfons of the female fex into pub- 
lic, which were ftated in a former chapter, 
were calculated primarily for the confider- 
ation of mothers, and of perfons who 
have to fupply the place of mothers. The 
prefent and the two fucceeding chapters are 
addreffed to the daughter no lefs than ta 
her elder relations. 


At the age when young women are in- 
troduced into general fociety, the charater, 
even of thofe who have been the beft in- 
ftructed, is in a confiderable degree unfixed, 
The full force of temptation, as yet known 
only by report, is now to be learned from 
hazardous experience. Right principles, 
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approved in theory, are to be reduced from 
{peculation into practice. Modes of con- 
duét, wifely chofen and well begun, are to 
be confirmed by the influence of habit. 
New fcenes are to be witnefled ; new opi- 
nions to be heard; new examples to be 
obferved ; new dangers to be encountered. 
The refult of a very few years at this fca- 
fon of life in almoft every cafe powerfully 
alfects, and in many cafes unequivocally de- 
cides, the tenor of its future courfe. Un- 
fortunate are thofe individuals who, at this 
critical period, being deftitute of the coun- 
fel of judicious friends, or too giddy to give 
it a patient hearing, or too opinionated to 
receive it with kindnefs, advance unaided 
to the trial; and are left blindly to imbibe 
the maxims, and imitate the proceedings, 
of the thoughtlefs multitude around them. 


As erroneous opinions and reprehenfible 
proceedings with refpeét to Drefs and 
Amufements are frequently occafioned, 
or in a very high degree aggravated, by 
the habit of imitation; fome prefatory 
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remarks on that fubje& may not be devoid 
of utility. 


A propenfity to imitation is natural to 
the human mind, and is attended with 
various effects highly favourable to human 
happinefs. To childhood it is a perpetual 
fource of knowledge, gained without labour 
and without reluétance. In riper years it 
continues to inftrua. It produces fuch a 
degree of conformity between the manners 
and condu& of different individuals, as 
maintains the harmony of fociety, notwith- 
ftanding the clafhing purfuits and preten- 
fions which agitate the world. It con- 
tributes, in fubordination to higher prin- 
ciples, to conciliate thofe, who have ex- 
perienced a fudden elevation or depreffion 
of fortune, to the habits of their new con- 
dition, and to open their eyes to its com- 
forts. This propenfity fhews itfelf with 
efpecial ftrength in the female fex. Pro- 
vidence, defigning from the beginning 
that the manner of life to be adopted 
by women fhould in many refpects ul- 
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timately depend, not fo much on their 
own deliberate choice, as on the deter- 
mination, or at leaft on the intereft and 
convenience, of the parent, of the hufband, 
or of fome other near connection; has im- 
planted in them a remarkable tendency to 
conform to the wifhes and example of thofe 
for whom they feel a warmth of regard, 
and even of all thofe with whom they are 
in familiar habits of intercourfe. In youth, 
when the feelings of the heart are the moft 
lively, and eftablifhed modes of proceeding 
are not yet formed, this principle is far 
more powerful than in the more advanced 
periods of life. As the mind, in obeying 
the impulfe of this principle, no lefs than 
in following any other of its native or ac- 
quired tendencies, is capable of being en- 
fnared into errors and exceffes ; the feafon 
of youth, the feafon when the principle it- 
felf is in its greateft {trength, and when it 
has yet derived few leffons from reflection 
and experience, is the time when error and 
excefs are moft to be apprehended. In 
youth, too, when the love of admiration 
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and the dread of fhame are unimpaired, 
there are few fubjeéts and occafions {o likely 
to produce error and excefs, as thofe in 
which clofenefs of imitation is deemed the 
road to refpect and applaufe; and even 
{mall degrees of fingularity are fuppofed to 
entail confiderable difgrace. Let thefe cir- 
cumftances be duly recollected, and we fhall 
not greatly wonder that women in general, 
and efpecially very young women, feel an 
extreme repugnance to fall fhort of their 
neighbours in compliance with every fafhion 
of the day not palpably criminal, And we 
fhall be lefs aftonifhed than concerned, that 
fo many are led with open eyes by the at- 
traction of prevailing cuftom, indifcrimi- 
nately to copy the pattern fet before them 
by their equals and their fuperiors ; and af- 
ter following the crowd through unceafing 
fluctuations of vanity, of folly, of pride, and 
of extravagance, to attend it, to fay the leaft, 
to the confines even of more flagrant vice. 


But circumftances, which may not ex- 


cite wonder, are not the lefs on that account 
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to be lamented. Error and mifcondud are 
not to be guarded againft the lefs, becaufe 
from the weaknefs of human nature, and 
the force of temptation, they may be likely 
to occur. The known probability of an 
undefirable event is an additional reafon for 
vigilance and circum{pection. If life be a 
ftate of trial, the more eafily a young wo- 
man may be betrayed into a fault, the more 
ought fhe to be fortified againft it by 
friendly admonition. I dwell the longer 
on thefe very obvious truths, becaufe per- 
fons of worth and underftanding appear 
fometimes to give currency to a miftaken 
and pernicious opinion, that follies and fail- 
ings zatural, as the phrafe is, to certain pe- 
riods of life, or to perfons in certain fitua- 
tions, are of no great moment. And though, 
if conftrained by the incommodious perfe- 
verance of fome clofe reafoner to exprefs 
their fentiments refpecting any fuch point 
of conduét, they mention it with a degree of 
blame; yet they pafs over the matter lightly, 
and feem not to think it neceflary to give 
themfelves or others much trouble about it. 

In 
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In things which in themfelves are indif- 
ferent, cuftom is generally the proper guide: 
and obftinately to refift its authority, with 
refpect to circumftances of that defcription, 
is commonly the mark either of weaknefs 
or of arrogance. The variations of drefs, 
as in countries highly poliflied frequent va- 
riations will exift, fall within its jurifdiction. 
And as long as the prevailing modes remain 
intrinfically indifferent ; that is to fay, as 
long as in their form they are not tinétured 
with indelicacy, nor in their coftlinefs are 
inconfiftent with the ftation or the fortune 
of the wearcr ; fuch a degree of conformity 
to them, as is juilicient to preclude the ap- 
pearance of particularity, is reafonab!e and 
becoming. It is modeftly to acquiefce in 
the decifion of others, on a fubje& upon 
which they have at leaft as good a title as 
ourfelves to decide, and upon which they 
have not decided amifs. When other unob- 
jectionable modes are generally eftablithed, 
the fame reafoning indicates the propriety 
of acceding to them. But it neither fuggefts 
nor juftifies the practice of adopting fafhions, 
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which intrench either on the principles of 
decency, or on the rules of reafonable fru- 
gality. Fafhions of the former kind are 
not unfrequently introduced by the fhamc- 
lefs, of the latter by the profufe; and 
both are copied by the vain and the incon- 
fiderate. But deliberately to copy either, 
is to fhew that delicacy, the chief grace of 
the female character; or that ceconomy, 
the fupport not merely of honefty alone, 
but of generofity, is deemed an obje@ only 
of fecondary importance. To copy either 
inadvertently, denotes a want of habitual 
livelinefs of attention to the native dictates 
of fenfibility, or to the fuggeftions of 
equity and kindnefs. Among the modes 
of attire more or lefs inconfiftent with femi- 
nine modefty, thofe which ape the garb of 
the other fex are to be-claifed (2). Their 

unpleafing 


(a) From the account which Dr. Henry gives of Englith 
manners and cuftoms at different periods, both fexes among 
our anceftors appear to have been as much attached to coft- 
linefs, variety, and, I may add, abfurdity in drefs, as their 
cotemporaries abroad, and each fex commonly ag much as 
the other. From the two following paffages, however, in 
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unpleafing effet is heightened by additional 
circuinftances which very commonly attend 
them,and are defigned perhaps to ftrengthen 
the refemblance 5 a mafculine air and de- 
portment, and maiculine habits of ‘addrefs 
and familiarity. ‘To thofe whom higher 
motives would not deter from exhibiting or 
following fo prepofterous an example, it 
may not be ineffectual to whifper, that fhe 
who conceives that to imitate the habili-+ 
ments of perfons of the other fex, is a pro- 
bable method of captivating them, is not a 


his Hiflory, it may be inferred, that at one period, namely, 
àn the reign of Henry the Eighth, the men exeeeded the 
Women in extravagance and ficklenefs. “The drefs of the 
period was coflly, and in its fathions fubje& to frequerit 
flu€tuations: fo coftly, that the wardrobes of the nobility 
in fifty years had incrcafed to twenty times their former 
value ; fo changeable, that the capricious inconflancy of 
the national drefs was ‘quaintly reprefented by the figure 
of an Englifaman, unclothed, in a mufing pofture, with 
fheers in his hand and cloth on his arm, perplexed amidft 
a multiplicity of fafhions, and uncertain how to devife his 
s garments.” Vol. vi. p. 661. “ The attire of females 
was becoming and decent, fimilar in its fafhion to their 


prefent drefs, but lefs fubje&t to change and caprice.” 
Ib. p. 663. 
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little unfortunate in her conjecture. Let 
her afk herfelf, in what manner fhe would 
be imprefled by the appearance of a young 
man ftudioufly approaching in his drefs to 
the model of her own; and fhe will not be 
at a lofs to eftimate the repulfive influence 
of her accoutrements on thofe whom fhe 
copies. Beauty, it is true, may remain at- 
tractive in the midft of abfurd and uncouth 
decorations. It is attractive, however, not in 
confequence of them, but in fpite of them ; 
and it attraéts with force fingularly dimi- 
nithed by the medium through which it 
has chofen to operate. And thofe men, who 
expect in women qualities more eftimable 
than perfonal charms, are prone to draw 
unfavourable conclufions as to the under- 
{tanding or the difpofitions of one, who 
proves herfelf fo little attached to the 
proprieties natural to her fex; and if they 
are betrayed by inadvertence into the 
language of compliment, can fcarcely re- 
{train emotions of difguft from rifing in 
their hearts, 
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Fafhions in drefs, which in the two 
particulars already fpecified are irrepre- 
henfible, are yet fometimes of fuch a na» 
ture as to be extremely inconvenient to 
the wearer. Modes of this defcription are 
feldom likely to be very long prevalent. 
But, while they continue, every prac- 
ticable difcouragement fhould be pointed 
againft them. — 


In the next place, it is to be obferved, 
that the’ principles, which recommend fuch 
a degree of compliance with eftablifhed 
fafhions of an unobjectionable nature as is 
fufficient to prevent the appearance of par- 
ticularity,. cannot be alleged in defence of 
thofe perfons, who are folicitous to purfue 
exifting modes through their minute rami- 
fications, or who feek to diftinguifh them- 
felves as the introducers of new modes, 
Ficklenefs, or vanity, or ambition, is the 
motive which encourages fuch defires: de- 
fires which afford prefumptive evidence of 
weaknefs of underftanding, though found 
occafionally to a€tuate and degrade fuperior 
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minds. It happens, in the embellifhment 
of the perfon, as in moft other inftances, 
that wayward caprice, and a paffion for ad- 
miration, deviate into thofe paths of folly- 
which lead from the objects of purfuit. 


We have run 
Through every change that fancy, at the loom 


Exhaufted, has had genius to fupply ; 

And ftudious of mutation ftill, difcard 

A real elegance, a little ufed, 

For monftrous novelty, and ftrange difguife (4). 
So prepofterous and fantaftic are the dif- 
guifes of the human form which modern 
fafhion has exhibited, that her votaries, 
when brought together in her public haunts, 
have fometimes been found fcarcely able to 
refrain from gazing with an eye of ridicule 
and contempt on each other. And while 
individually priding themfelves on their 
elegance and tafte,' they have very com- 
monly appeared in the eyes of an indif- 
ferent {pectator to be running a race for 
the acquifition of deformity. 


It is acommon and a juft remark, that 
objedts in their own nature innocent and 


(4) Cowper’s Talk, Book 2d. 
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entitled to notice, may become the fource of 
difadvantage and of guilt, when, by being 
raifed from the rank of trifles to ideal im- 
portance, they occupy a fhare of time and 
attention which they do not deferve; and 
when they are purfued with an immoderate 
ardour, which at once indifpofes the mind 
to occupations of higher concern, and clouds 
it with malignant emotions. There are few 
fubjeéts, by a reference to which it is more 
eafy to illuftrate the obfervation ; there are 
none to which it is more evidently neceflary 
to apply it, than fafhions in attire, in equi- 
page, in furniture, in the embellifhments of 
the table, and in other fimilar circumftances. 
Thus, to fpeak of the topic immediately 
under confideration, if, in addition to that 
reafonable degree of regard to the drefs of 
the perfon which enfures the ftricteft neat- 
nefs, and a modeft conformity in unobjec- 
tionable points to the authority of cuftom, 
a young woman permits her thoughts to be 
frequently engaged by the fubje&t of exte- 
rior ornaments; occupations of moment 
will be proportionably neglected. From the 
complacency natural to all human beings, 
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when employed in contemplating objects 
by means of which the flattering hope of 
fhining is prefented to them ; fhe will be in 
the moft imminent danger of contracting a 
diftafte to ferious reflection, and of being at 
length abforbed in the delufions of vanity 
and felf-love. It is undoubtedly a matter 
of indifference, whether a lady’s ribbands 
be green or blue; whether her head be 
decorated with flowers or with feathers ; 
whether her gown be compofed of muflin 
or of filk. But it is no matter of indif- 
ference, whether the time which the devotes 
to the determination of one of thefe points, 
is to be reckoned by hours or by minutes ; 
nor whether, on difcovering the elevation 
of her bonnet to be an inch higher or lower, 
and its tint a fhade lighter or darker, than 
the model which prevails among her ac- 
quaintance, fhe is overwhelmed with con- 
fternation and difappointment, or bears the 
calamity with the apathy of a ftoic, 


I have ventured in the preceding pages 


explicitly to inculcate the duty of refraining 
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from compliance with fafhions in drefs, 
which would be accompanied with a degree 
of expence inconfiftent with the prefent 
circumftances of the individual. Let not 
the admonition be conceived as intended 
to countenance a niggardly difpofition. To 
prevent the danger of contraéting fuch a 
difpofition, has been one of the principal 
reafons for offering the advice. Young wo- 
men who accuftom themfelves to be lavifh 
in matters of perfonal decoration, eafily pro- 
ceed to think, that as long as they reftrain 
their expenfivenefs within the limits of the 
refources fupplied by their parents and 
friends, they are chargeable with no blamé 
on the fubje@. If they pay their bills punc- 
tually, who is entitled to find fault? Thofe 
perfons will difcern juft caufe of reprehen- 
fion, who do not confider the honeft pay- 
ment of bills at the cuftomary times as 
comprifing the whole of human duty with 
regard to the expenditure of money. The 
demands of juftice may be filenced : but has 
benevolence no claims to be fatisfied? The 
fact is, that an unguarded fondnefs for or- 
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_pament has been. known, in a multitude of 
examples, to overpower the native tender- 
nefs of the female mind; and to prevent 
the growth and eftablifhment of difpofi- 
tions- pronounced in the Gofpel to be in- 
difpenfably requifite to the Chriftian cha- 
yacter. Ifthe purfe be generally kept low 
by the demands of milliners, of mantua- 
makers, of jewellers, and Sf others whọ 
bear their part in adorning the perfon; 
little can be allotted to the applications of 
charity. But charity requires,.in common 
with other virtues, the foftering influence 
of habit. If the cuftom of devoting an 
adequate portion of the income to the 
relief. of diftrefs be long intermitted, the 
defire of giving relief will gradually be 
impaired. The heart forgets, by difufe, 
the emotions in which it once delighted. 
The ear turns from folicitations now be- 
come unwelcome. - In proportion as the 
wants and the griefs of others are difre- 
garded, the f{pirit of felfifhnefs,. ftrikes 
deeper and ftronger roots in, the- break. 
Let the generous exertions of kindnefs be, 
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tempered with difcretion: but let a difpo- 
fition to thofe exertions be encouraged on 
principles of duty ; and confirmed, in pro- 
portion to the ability of the individual, by 
frequency of practice. Before the world 
has repreffed, by its interefted leffons, the 
warmth of youthful benevolence, let ex- 
perience -eftablifh 2 conviGtiony-that the 
greateft of all pleafures is todo good. She 
who has accuftomed herlelf to this delight, 
will not eafily be induced to forego it. 
She will feel, that whatever fhe is able, 
without penurioufnefs or improper fingu- 
larity, to withdraw from the expence of 
perfonal ‘ornament, is not only’ referved 
for much higher purpofes, but for pur- 
pofes produdtive of exquifite and perma- 
nent gratification, 


Another, and a very important benefit 
which refults from fixed habits of mode- 
ration as to drefs, and all points of a fimilar 
‘nature, will be clearly difcerned by advert- 
‘ing to the irreparable evils into which 
young women are fometimes plunged by 
the 
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the contrary practice. The lavifh indul- 
gence in which they have learned to feek 
for happinéfs, becoming, in their eftimation, 
effential to their comfort, will bias their 
conduct in every important ftep. Hence, 
if forming matrimonial conneđtions, it ex- 
ercifes perhaps a fecret, but a very power- 
ful influence.. The profpe&t of wealth and 
magnificence, of the continuance and of the 
increafe of pleafures fuppofed to flow from 
the pomp of drefs and equipage, from fump~ 
tuous manfions, fhewy furniture, and nu- 
merous attendants, dazzles the judgement ; 
impofes on the affections ; conceals many 
defects in moral chara€ter, and compenfates 
for others. It frequently proves.the deci- 
five circumftance which leads the deluded 
victim to the altar, therë to confign herfelf 
_ to fplendid mifery for life. 


There are yet other confequences which 
attend an immoderate paffion for the em- 
bellifhments of drefs. When the mind is 
fixed upon objects which derive their chief 
value from the food which they adminifter 

to 
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to vanity and the love of admiration ; the 
averfion, which almoft every individual of 
either fex is prone to feel towards a rival, 
is particularly called forthe And when 
objects attainable fo eafily as exterior orna- 
ments occupy the heart, there will be rjvals 
without number. Hence it is not ‘very 
unufual to fee neighbouring young womer 
engaged in a conftant ftate of petty war- 
fare with each other. To vie in oftenta- 
tioufnefs and in’ coftlinefs of apparel ; to 
be diftinguithed by novel inventions in the 
Science of decoration ; to gain the earlieft 
intelligence refpeQing changes. of. fafhion 
in the metropolis ; to detect, in the attire 
of a lucklefs competitor, traces of a mode 
which for fix weeks has been obfolete-in 
high life ; thefe: frequently are the points 
of excellence to which the force of female 
genius is directed. In the mean time, 
while the mafk of friendfhip is worn on 
the countenance, and the language of re- 
gard dwells on the tongue, indifference, 
difguft, and envy, are gradually taking 
poffefion of the breaft; until, at length, 

the 
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the unworthy conteft, prolonged for years 
under confirmed habits of diffimulation, 
by which none of the parties are deceived, 
terminates in the violence of an open 
rupture. 


The Scriptures have fpoken too plainly 
refpecting unreafonable folicitude about 
drefs, to permit me to quit the fubje&t 
without referring to their authority. © Our 
Saviour, in one of his moft folemn 
difcourfes, warns his followers againft 
anxiety ‘ wherewithal they fhould be 
“« clothed,” in a manner particularly 
emphatical, by claffing that anxiety with 
the defpicable purfuits of thofe who are 
ftudious “ what they fhall eat, and what 
“ they fhall drink;” and by pronouncing all 
fuch cares to be among the charadteriftica] 
features, by which the heathens were diftin- 
guifhed and difgraced (c). It ought to be 
obferved, that thefe admonitions of Chrift 
refpe& men no lefsthan women. St. Paul, 


in the following paflage, fpeaks pointedly 


` (c) Matt. vi. 31, 32. 
concerning 
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concerning female drefs: ‘ I will, in like 
“ manner alfo, that women adorn them- 
felves in modeft apparel, with fhame- 
facednefs and fobriety: not with broi- 
dered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coftly 
® array; but, which becometh women pro- 
“ feffing godlinefs, with good works (@).” 
In another paffage, which remains to be 
produced from the New Teftament, St. Pe- 
ter alfo fpeaks exprefsly of the female fex ; 
and primarily of married women, but in 
terms applicable with equal propriety to the 
‘fingle: “ Whofe adorning, let it not be 
“ that outward adorning of plaiting the 
“ hair and of wearing of gold, and of 
“ putting on of apparel. But let it be the 
“ hidden man of the heart,” (the inward 
frame and difpofition of the mind,) “ in 


“ that which is not corruptible; even the 


““ ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit, 
& which is in the fight of God of great 
“ price (e)? It would be too much to 
affert, on the one hand, that it was the 
intention of either of the Apoftles, in giv- 

(d) 1 Tim. ï. 8. 10. (e) & Peter, iii. 3, 4. 
ing 
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ing thefe directions, to profcribe the ufe of 
the particular kinds of perfonal ornament 
which he fpecifies. But on the other hand, 
it was unqueftionably the defign of both, 
to profcribe whatever may juftly be ftyled 
folicitude refpecting any kind of perfonal 
decoration ; and to cenfure thofe who, 
inftead of refling their claim to approba- 
tion folely on the tempers of the foul, 
fhould ambitioufly feek to be noticed and 
praifed for exterior embellifhments, as 
deviating precifely in that degree from the 
fimplicity and the purity of the Chriftian 
character. Thefe obfervations may, by 
parity of reafoning, be extended from the 
fubje&t of drefs to folicitude refpecting 
equipage, and all other circumftances in 
domeftic ceconomy, with which the idea 
of fhewy appearance may be connected. 
They may be extended alfo to a thirft for 
fafhionable talents and difpofitions, (for 
even in talents and difpofitions there is a 
fafhion,) and for modifh accomplifhments, 
geftures, phrafes, reading, and employ- 
ments. | 
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CHAP. VII. 


ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL.—MAS- 
QUERADES.—THE EFFICACY OF IN- 
DIVIDUAL EXAMPLE CONSIDERED. 


Anmusrments, private as well as public, 
form another province over which cuftom 
and fafhion are generally allowed to pre- 
fide. The claim is, under due limitations, 
not unreafonable. But that propenfity to 
imitation in the female fex, which has al- 
ready been explained, concurs with the 
high fpirits and inexperience of youth 
very often to lead women to venture, in 
this province, on ground that is manifeftly 
inaufpicious, and fometimes on ground 
which ought to be deemed abfolutely for- 
bidden. In former ages, when the bar- 
barous combats of gladiators were exhi- 
bited in the Roman Circus; and exhi- 
bited in fo many cities and with fuch fre- 
queacy, as in fome inftances to caufe from 

twenty 
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twenty to thirty thoufand lives to be fa- 
crificed in Europe by this abominable 
cruelty within the fpace of a month; 
the wives and daughters of the citizens 
of all ranks are reprefented as having 
been paffionately addicted to thefe {pec- 
tacles (f). To our own countrywomen, 
whofe eyes have not been polluted nor 
their hearts hardened by brutifh and fan- 
guinary entertainments, this recital. may 
{carcely appear credible. But the fact is 
confirmed by fimilar examples. I mean 
not to dwell on the concurrent accounts, 
given by different writers, of the extreme 
delight which the women among the North 
American Indians experience, when vying 
with each other in embittering the tortures 
inflicted on the captive enemy: partly be- 
caufe a large fhare of the pleafure is derived 
from the triumphant fpirit of revenge ; and 
partly becaufe parallels drawn from the un- 
tamed ferocity of favage life, cannot fairly be 
applied to illuftrate the influence of cuftom 


(/) Lipfius, Sat. b. 1. c. 12. 
on 
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on modern periods of refinement. But a 
fact, too nearly correfponding to that which 
has been alleged from the annals of Rome, 
was very recently to be witneffed, I believe 
that it is even yet to be witneffed, in one 
of the cultivated nations of the South of 
Europe. [allude to the Spanifh Bull-feafts. 
Perfons of credit, who have lately vifited 
Spain, unite in defcribing the Spanifh ladies 
as beyond meafure fond of this barbarous 


fpecies of entertainment (g); and as 
moft 


f(g) See ** "Rownfend’s Journey through Spaia, in the 
years 1786 and 1787,” fecond edition, vol. i. p. 342, &e. 
According to his ftatement, the Bull-feafts at Madrid are 
regularly held one day in every week, and often two days, 
throughout the fummer. On each of thefe days fix bulls 
are flaughtered in the morning, and twelve in the evening. 
Of the men who engage the furious animal, fome maintain 
the combat on foot, fome on horfeback. The fanguinary 
nature and the danger of the employment may be eftimat- 
ed from two circumftances, mentioned with another view 
by the author whom I quote. Firft, that /eventeen horfes 
on an average are killed by the bulls each day ; and that 
Jféxty horfes have been known to perifh in a day. Second- 
ly, that among the official attendants on the Bull-feafts, is 
a prieft appointed to adminifter the facrament to perfons 
mortally wounded in the confli&. He concludes his ac- 

count 
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moft vehement in their applaufe when the 
fcene of danger is at the height. I ftate 
thefe facts as affording an impreflive exam- 
ple of the force of cuftom; and a warning 
of the firmnefs with which the defpotifm 
of fafhion may in many cafes require to be 
withftood, even when it is afpiring to 
jurifdition merely over amufements. If 
in the prefent age, in a Chriftian country, 
among a people which lays claim to cons 
fiderable refinement, fafhion has power to 
benumb the fympathetic emotions of hu- 
manity which characterife the female heart ; 
to render exhibitions of cruelty and blood- 
fhed, the miferies of tortured animals (4), 
and the dangers of their wretched affailants, 


not 


count in the following terms: ‘ The fondnefs of the 
“ Spaniards for this diverfion is fcarcely to be conceived. 
“ Men, women, and children, rich and poor, all give 
“the preference to it beyond all other public fpetacles,’” 
His teftimony might receive confirmation, were it necef- 
fary, from other authorities. 

(4) In the former part of the fixteenth century, Bear- 
baiting is affirmed to have been “ a favourite diverfion, 
“ exhibited as a fuitable amufement for a Princefs.’? 

L Henry’e 
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not merely tolerable to female eyes, but a 
{fpectacle gratifying beyond every otherinthe 
way of amufement; letit not be thought very 
improbable, that in our own country fafhion 
may, on fome occafions, prove herfelf able 
to attach women to amufements, which, 
though neither ftained with blood, nor de- 
rived from the infliction of pain, may be 
fuch as for other reafons ought to be uni- 
verfally reprobated and exploded. And 
whenever fuch occafions may arife, let every 
woman remember, that modes of amute~ 
ment intrinfically wrong, or in any refpect 
unbecoming the female fex, are not tranf- 
formed into innocent recreations by the 
countenance of numbers, nor by the fanc- 
tion, if they fhould obtain the fandtion, of 


nobility, or of a court. 


Henry’s Hiflory of England, vol. vi. p. 671. An amufe- 
ment thus countenanced was probably acceptable to Eng- 
lifh ladies in general. It appears, at a later period, to have 
Rill maintained a place among the recreations of women of 
rank. Among the {peCtacles difplayed for the diverfion of 
Queen Elizabeth, when fhe was entertained at. Kenilworth 
Caftle by the tarl of Leicefter, bear-baitings and boxing- 
matches are enumerated by the hiftorian of the feftivity. ~ 


Confcien- 
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Confcientious vigilance to avoid an im- 
proper choice of amufements, and an un- 
due facrifice of time to them,-is a duty 
of great importance, not only becaufe time 
{pent amifs can never be recalled, but alfo 
becaufe, by the nature of the engage- 
ments in which the hours of leifure and 
relaxation are employed, the manners, the 
difpofitions, and the whole character, are 
materially affected. Let the volume of any 
judicious traveller through a foreign coun- 
try be opened in the part where he deline« 
ates the purfuits, the general condud, the 
prevailing moral or immoral fentiments of 
the people. He will there be found to 
beftow attention on their cuftomary diver- 
fions, not only becaufe the account of them 
adds entertainment to his narrative, and is 
neceflary in order to complete the picture of 
national manners, but alfo becaufe they form 
one of the fources to which national opi- 
nions, virtues, and vices, may be traced. It 
is true, that the amufements which prevail 
in any country will depend, in a confider- 
able degree, on the tone of fentiment and 

L2 opinion 
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opinion prevailing there; becaufe a con- 
fermity to the exifting ftate of general fen- 
timent and opinion is neceffary to render 
public amufements generally acceptable. 
But it is alfo true, that the latter exert a 
reciprocal influence on the former; and 
are among the moft active of the caufes by 
which it may be altered or upheld. If he 
who aflirmed that, were he allowed to com- 
pofe the ballads of a nation, he would, at 
pleafure, change its form of government, | 
uttered a boaft not altogether unfounded in 
the principles of human nature; with jufter 
confidence might he have engaged to pro- 
duce moft important effects on the manners, 
opinions, and moral charaGer of a nation, 
fhould he be invefted with full power over 
all the public diverfions. The influence of 
amufements on charaéter is manifeft in both 
fexes. A young woman, however, muft be 
deemed more liable than an individual of 
the other fex, to have the difpofitions of the 
heart effentially affected by favourite modes 
of entertainment. Her time is not abforbed, 
nor her turn of mind formed and fteadied, 


by 
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by profeffional habits and occupations : and 
her fuperior quicknefs of feeling renders 
her the more alive to impreffions conveyed 
through a pleafurable medium. Tacitus, in 
his defcription of the manners of the ancient 
inhabitants of Germany, dwells with merited 
praife on the fingular modefty of the wo- 
men; and afligns as a principal caufe of 
this virtuous excellence, their not being 
corrupted by feducing fpedtacles and di- 
verfions (). The remark is made with 
his ufual acutenefs of moral reflection. 
And we cannot doubt, that it was fug- 
gefted by his experience of the melancholy 
depravation of condu@ in the ladies of 
Rome, refulting from their attendance on 
the Amphitheatre and the Circus. 


Since then, it is evident that the cha- 
racter and difpofitions cannot fail to be in 
{fome meaiure changed by the amufemente 
habitually purfued ; and that alterations of 
fupreme importance have taken place, and 

(i) ‘© Quod nec fpeétaculorum illecebris, nee convivi- 
orum irtitationibus corrupte.”—De Moribus Germ 


L3 may 
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may therefore again take place, under their 
influence; it feems proper to add a few 
diftin& abfervations on the different claffes 
of public diverfions, which are at prefent 
frequented in this country by perfons in 
the upper and the middle ranks of life. 


The clafs of amufements which, in con- 
fequence of having affumed to itfelf a fort 
of pre-eminence in dignity and fplendor 
over other fcenes of entertainment, claims 
to be noticed in the firft place, confifts of 
thofe in which the parties engaged appear 
under the difguife of a borrowed character. 
It includes all thofe meetings which, how- 
ever diftinguifhed each from the other in 
the fafhionable world by diverfities of form 
and other circum{tances, may here be com- 
prehended under the general name of maf- 
querades. Amutfements of this fort have 
alfo a pre-eminence different from that 
which has already been afcribed to them ; 
an inherent pre-eminence, which entitles 
them in a moral point of view to the ear- 
liet confideration, It is a pre-eminence 

19 
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in the power of doing mifchief. Of all 
the authorifed modes of public entertain- 
ment now countenanced by perfons of 
credit of either fex, thefe are, in propor- 
tion to their frequency and extent, beyond 
doubt the moft pernicious. They are cal- 
culated to furpafs the reft in encouraging 
evil, and to fall fhort of them all in every 
thing like a counterpoife of good. Their 
dangerous tendency arifes from a circum- 
ftance effential to their nature; from the 
{tate of concealment under which the in- 
dividuals prefent keep themfclves from the 
knowledge of each other. ‘To affirm this 
general {tate of concealment to be effential 
to the nature, and infeparable from the 
amufement, of a mafquerade, is not too 
{trong language. A few of the parties 
may be difcovered to each other without 
diminution of entertainment to the prin- 
cipal number: and the converfation which 
may arife between perfons, where detec- 
tion has taken place on one fide only, may 
occafionally create an acceffion of mirth. 
But let all the parties, or even the prin- 

L 4 cipal 
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cipal fhare, become mutually known, and 
there would remain nothing to furprife and 
to interet. Curiofity might be willing to 
employ a few minutes in gazing on the 
dreffes, and in fixing in her memory the 
names of the individuals by whom they 
had feverally been affumed. But the pa- 
geant would almoft inftantly become in- 
fipid ; and the fultans, the chimney-fwcep- 
ers, the harlequins, the fhepherdefles, and 
the nuns, would {peedily regard each other 
with the indifference with which they 
would view the motley tinfel of a troop of 
morrice-dancers, or the kings and queens 
of gilded gingerbread at a fair. Now, if 
invention were to occupy itfelf in devifing 
fituations, fituations I mean not incompa- 
tible with the forms of public amufement, 
which fhould be fpecifically adapted to en- 
courage and forward the enterprifes of vice, 
to undermine the firmnefs of innocence, 
or, if we rate the mifchief at the loweft de- 
gree, to wear away the delicacy of a young 
woman, and fupply its place by petulant 
affurance : what icheme could be more ob- 

vious 
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vious or more aufpicious than to take away 
the reftraints of opennefs and fhame; to 
give {cope for unbounded licence of fpeech 
and action, by covering the fpeakers and 
actors with obfcurity ; and under thefe cir- 
cumftances to bring together in one pro- 
mifcuous aflemblage, the inexperienced and 
the artful, the virtuous and the profligate ? 
But the profligate, it will, perhaps, be faid 
in reply by the advocate for thefe diver- 
fions, fhall be excluded from well-regulated 
mafquerades. The doors fhall not fly open 
at the approach of every one who has mo- 
ney to hire a drefs and purchafe a ticket. A 
proper introdudtion fhall be required, and 
accefs granted anly to good company. Are 
thefe precautions, then, obferved in moft 
mafquerades? It is conceded that they are 
not. Letus afk a fecond queftion ftill more 
to the point ; Is it poffible that they can be 
obferved, with effect, in any? Bar the doors 
with the utmoft care; watch them with 
unceafing attention ; prefcribe check upon 
check, paflport upon paffport ; exact every 
attainable teftimonial, certificate, and re- 

commend- 
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commendation ; eftablifh every barrier of 
form and etiquette ; and vice will laugh at 
your folicitude, and overleap all your obfta- 
cles at pleafure. What is to qualify a per- 
fon for admiffion to your well-regulated 
mafquerade ? Will you not deem birth and 
fortune, and liberal connections, polifhed 
manners, and a character outwardly decent, 
to be fatisfactory qualifications? Are thefe 
qualifications, which are all that are re- 
quired to enroll a perfon among thofe 
whom the world claffes under the denomi- 
nation of good company ; which are by no 
means to be found in all perfons whom the 
world honours with that title; which are 
recognized as a paflport into the private fo- 
ciety of individuals and families of rank 
and refpectability: are thefe to be pro- 
nounced at the door of a public room in- 
fufficient to make a perfon worthy of being 
allowed to purchafe a ticket, and fhare in 
the evening’s amufement? Could this fyf- 
tem of exclufion be maintained in practice? 
Could a fyftem ftill trier be maintained ? 
If it be not practicable to uphold a fyftem 

even 
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even much more firiét, there is an end of 
all your hopes of excluding the vicious. 
Birth, and wealth, and liberal connections, 
and polifhed manners, and a charaCter oute 
wardly decent, are every day found to prove 
difguifes, which conceal profligate condud& 
and a corrupt heart. The fociety of per- 
fons, to whom this defcription is applicable, 
is. at all times dangerous to the innocent, 
and efpeciaily to the young. It is danger- 
ous in domeflic intercourfe ; it is dangerous 
in the fcene of public refort : but the danger 
is increafed tenfold, when they are ena- 
bled to exercife their arts under a mafk. 
No longer acting in the face of day, before 
the world, before witneffes whofe counte- 
nance and good opinion they are aware that 
it would be unwile to forfeit; they are left, 
exempt from the curb of difgrace and fear, 
unknown and irrefponfible, to indulge what- 
ever fhameful levity the fcene and the hour 
may favour, to carry on whatever dark ma- 
chination their intereft and their paffions 
may fuggeft. What confidcrate parent 
would expofe his daughter to the rifk of 

i l having 
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having her ears infulted by the mirth and 
jefts of the unprincipled ? What confiderate 
parent would teach her, even if no further 
mifchief could poffibly enfue, to feek for 
diverfion in a theatrical affumption of fic- 
titious language and fentiment, and in 
familiarity of converfation, and contefts of 
{nip-{nap repartee, with ftrangers? What 
confiderate daughter would with a parent 
to lead her, or to admit of her being led, 
into fuch meetings? 


Parents, who on the whole difapprove of 
thefe diverfions, from a convition of their 
pernicious tendency, are fometimes known 
to be the very perfons who introduce their 
daughter to an acquaintance with them. 
They profefs to introduce her on principle; 
affirming, that they defign merely to let 
her be prefent at a mafquerade, once or 
twice, in order that fhe may know what it 
is. Spontaneoully to introduce their daugh- 
ter into a fituation of danger which there 
was no neceflity that fhe fhould ever expe- 
rience, is, in truth, a fingular fpecies of 

wifdom. 
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wifdom. Is this the way to infpire her 
with a perfuafion that the amufement in 
queftion is one from which it becomes her 
to abftain ? Or is it rather the very method 
to kindle a fondnefs for thefe revels of 
midnight and concealment; revels, which 
the never knew until initiated into them by 
a parent ; revels, which, but for that initia- 
tion, fhe might never have known ; revels, 
into whofe worlt exceffes fhe may hereafter 
plunge in confequence of that initiation, 
when the force of parental authority fhall 
be decayed, and a change of circumftances 
fhall leave her at liberty to gratify her 
defires ? 


A plea which we fhall perhaps hear ad- 
vanced in behalf of thefe entertainments by 
perfons who, though far from inwardly ap- 
proving them, cannot eafily perfuade them- 
felves to decide in favour of confcience 
againft fafhion, and ftudy to deceive them- 
felves by fpecious pretences for doing wrong, 
is this: that mafquerades do no very great 
harm, becaufe they recur but feldom. In 


reply 
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reply to fuch a plea, it furely cannot be re- 
quifite to fay much. Indeed, it would not 
be neceflary to add a fingle word to the 
general obfervations already made, if they 
to whom this plea may be addrefled would 
at once bring it to the teft of reafon, inftead 
of being difpofed to allow it, as may not 
improbably be the cafe, on the authority of 
thofe who urge it. It may be fufficient, 
however, to remark, that, although in mat- 
ters of indifpenfable neceffity we may be 
obliged to take a large portion of evil with 
the good, and to be content if on the whole 
the latter fhould preponderate ; it is not fo 
with refpect to any particular fpecies of 
amufement. The amufement, whofe chief 
praife is, that it occurs but feldom, ought 
manifeftly to recur never. 


Itis from a thorough conviction that pub- 
lic entertainments of this nature ought, on 
moral confiderations, to be laid afide, that I 
have been led to {peak thus at length on the 
fubje&t. At prefent, they are nearly confined 
to the precinéts of the metropolis, and are 

not 
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not very frequent. But from their efta- 
blifhment in the capital, from the counte- 
nance which they have received from peo- 
ple of rank, from the fplendor and the very 
expenfivenefs with which they are attend- 
ed, they feem to poffefs the powers of at- 
traction which may be likely to win more 
and more on what are called polite circles ; 
and by degrees on thofe perfons who, 
however unable to contend in politenefs 
with their fuperiors, are willing, though 
at the rifk of final ruin, to vie with them 
in extravagance. 


If a public entertainment be of fuch a 
nature and tendency that it ought on moral 
confiderations to be laid afide, every perfon 
is bound, in point of moral duty, to dif- 
countenance it. A truth fo plain might, 
without prefumption, look for general ac- 
quiefcence. “ But what,” I hear it replied, 
“ can be done by an individual? If I attend 
* the {cene of amufement, I am unnoticed in 
“ the crowd: if I refrain, my abfence is 
“ unknown. My example is unperceived, 

7 “ or 
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“ orif perceived, is difregarded : it neither 
ftrengthens, nor could invalidate, what 
“ has the fanction of general practice. To 
“ think that I can reform the world, would 
“ be arrogance and folly.” This language, 
which on moft occafions is adopted by pers 
fons who are in fearch of apologies for con- 
tinuing to indulge themfelves in a repre- 
henfible gratification, is foinetimes alfo the 
anfwer of diffident fincerity. The diffident 
and fincere may, perhaps, be led to fufpect 
the juftice of their mode of reafoning, 
when they refleét, that there is fcarcely an 
enormity prevailing in public or in private 
life, in the conduct of nations or of indivi- 
duals, in the management of bufinefs or in 
the purfuit of pleafure, which is not palliat- 
ed, vindicated, recommended, by the fame 
line of argument. Is our inchriftian traffic 
in flaves the fubje& of difcuffion ? The ra- 
dical iniquity of the trade is confefled: but 
we are told, that if we fhould renounce it, 
other nations would continue to carry it on: 
why then, it is faid, are we to defit? Are 
unwarrantable cuftoms in commercial tranf- 

actions 
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actions pointed out ? The merchant admits 
that there is caufe of blame; but alleges, 
that he neither inftituted nor can abolifh 
the practice : and afks why he is to be more 
{crupulous than his neighbours. Similar 
inftances might be multiplied to almoft any 
extent. In all cafes of this nature, the lan- 
guage of the world is; If you cannot pre- 
vent the commiflion of a criminal a&, why 
are you to leave to others the profit or the 
pleafure which will attend it? The language 
of Revelation is; “ Be not a partaker in 
“ other men’s fins. Keep thyfelf pure (4).” 
The former is the rule by which man is 
difpofed to judge: the latter is the rule by 
which God will judge. You fay that you 
cannot reform the world. Cannot you te- 
form yourfelf? How is a prevailing bad 
cuftom of any kind to be extinguithed 
otherwife than by being abandoned by the 
individuals who have upheld it? And by 
what means have you been exempted from 
the general obligation ? It is of no import- 
ance in this view of the queftion, whether 
(4) 1 Tim. v. 22, 
M thou- 
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thoufands will follow your example, or 
not a fingle individual will be made better 
by it. Look to the moral benefit of others: 
but look firft to the moral benefit of that 
perfon who has the moft at ftake in your 
actions ; look firft to yourtelf. 


But the affertion that your example is 
inconfiderable, and will be inefficacious, de- 
ferves a more particular examination. Has 
example no effect, either to eftablifh or to 
difcountenance a fpecies of public enter- 
tainment? Or is it the example of the fe- 
male fex only that is without influence ? 
You reply, that the cxample of women of 
elevated flation has a mof powerful effect : 
that the entertainments of which we are 
{peaking would have now been far more 
popular and frequent than they are, if the 
perfon moit eminent in rank of your own 
iex in this kingdom had favoured them 
with her encouragement, inttcad of merito- 
rioufly diftinguifhing herielf by withhold- 
ing her patronage :*and that the pattern 
exhibited by the wives and daughters of 
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nobility will ever have great and extenfive 
efficacy, as well among others of the fame 
tank, as among their inferiors. This ac- 
knowledgement is fufficient : it contains the 
principle of every conceffion which can be 
defired. You are neither a queen, nor of 
noble birth. Your example will not have 
the commanding force derived from royalty, 
nor the attra¢tions which accompany the 
peerefs. It will not draw multitudes in 
its train: it may influence few; but are 
you certain that it will influence none? Is 
it poffible for you to know beforehand, that 
it will not influence one individual? And 
if it has a beneficial influence on one indi- 
vidual, is this an effect to be defpifed? Is 
the very chance of fuch an effe& to be dif- 
regarded ? But is it not probable, is it not 
almoft certain, that the force of your exam- 
ple will be more widely felt? Put the cafe 
fairly to yourfelf. If a young woman, of 
your own age and ftation, and of your own 
neighbourhood, had declined the public 
amufement which has given rife to this dif- 
cuffion, and had confeffedly declined it for 

M 2 the 
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the reafons which have recently been urged’ 
againft it; would her example have excited: 
no doubts in your own breaft? If it had 
found you involved in doubts, would it 
not have firengthened them? If it had 
found you impelled by falfe fhame to a& 
contrary to your judgement, wouid it not 
have fuftained you? Might not an oppo- 
{ite example on her part have prevented or 
removed your doubts, or have given falfe 
fhame the victory over your underftanding 
and your confcience ? Might it not have on 
others the fame effe& as on yourlelf ? Have 
you then no fifter, no relation, no friend, 
no acquaintance, whom your example could 
move? Are you fo little loved, fo little 
efteemed, that there is not a fingle perfon 
in your own family, or among your con- 
nections, not a fingle perfon either in your 
own fituation in life, or of rank fomewhat 
above or fomewhat below it, on whom 
your fentiments and conduct would operate 
either in the way of recommendation or the 
contrary? If this fuppofition be poffible 


how muft you have lived! 
Remember 
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‘Remember then thefe two plain and 
momentous rules of condu@, at which we 
have arrived. Firft, that on every occa- 
fion you are to at precifely in that man- 
ner, which you believe that moral reéti- 
tude would of itfelf require you to adopt 
independently of any reference to effects 
which may be produced by your example. 
And fecondly, that whatever may be your 
ftation in life, there is no cafe in which 
your example cannot do harm; nor any 
in which it may not do good. 


To fome perfons I may, perhaps, appear 
to have dwelt on the fuppofed inefficacy of 
individual example, and on the duty of ab- 
{taining from every proceeding which con- 
{cience, previoufly to all confideration of 
‘the probable effect of that example, pro- 
nounces to be in itfelf morally wrong, with 
an extraordinary degree of particularity and 
folicitude. I have, in truth, been anxious 
to explain myfelf on thefe topics with per- 
{picuity. For I have been fully confcious, 
that in pointfng out their bearings on the 

M 3 conduct 
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condu@ of an individual with refpe@ to 
one fpecies of public amufement, I have, 
in faét, been afcertaining two moral rules, 
which may be applied almoft daily and 
hourly, and to many of the moft important 
occurrences and tranfactions in life. Itthefe 
rules have been fatisfaCtorily eftablithed, it 
would be not only fuperfluous, but tedious, 
to revive the argument in detail hereafter. 
I would therefore requeft the reader to bear 
them carefully in mind; to confider them 
as meant to be applied to every branch of 
moral behaviour which may be difcuffed in 
the fubfequent pages; and to turn her 
thoughts to them, and to the reafoning on 
which they are founded, whenever in the 
future intercourfe of life he fhall hear the 
common but very miftaken opinions, from 
the effe& of which they are defigned to 
guard her, brought forward to influence 
her conduct. 
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CHAP. IX. 


THE SUBJECT OF AMUSEMENTS 
CONTINUED, 


Theatrical Entertainments—Mufical Enter- 
tainments—Sunday Concerts —Dancing— 
Gaming and Cards—On Excefs in the 
Purfuit of Amufements. 


Tueartre ICAL Amufements are thofe 
which offer themfelves to our attention in 
the next place. 


The ftage is an inftrument too powerful 
not to produce vifible and extenfive effects 
wherever it is permanently employed. To 
the fentiments difplayed in the tragic-or the 
comic fcene, to the examples of conduct 
afforded by popular characters under in- 
terefling circumftances, and to the general 
tone of manners and morals which pervades 
dramatic reprefentations, the opinions, the 

M4 difpo- 
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difpofitions, and the adlions of the fre- 
quenters of the theatre will acquire fome 
degree of fimilitude. What is heard with 
admiration and pleafure, will be remem- 
bered: what is feen under thofe impref- 
fions, will be imitated. The impreflion 
of the fentiment will be, in fome meafure, 
modified by the leading qualities and incli- 
nations of the mind of the hearer: and 
the fidelity with which the example will 
be copied, will depend on a variety of 
circumftances favouring or difcouraging 
clofenefs of imitation. The growth of 
the plant will vary, as it is fixed in aufpi- 
cious or in ungenial foil: the quantity of 
its fruit wiil be affected by the finiles and 
frowns of the fky. But there is feldom a 
foil fo ungenial as entirely to obftruct its 
vegetation ; feldom a {ky fo frowning as 
for. ever to diveft it of fertility. From 
antient times to the prefent hour the in- 
fluence of the Stage has been difcerned. 
Has it been the obje& to inculcate or to 
explode particular opinions; to elevate or 
to degrade. the characters of individuals; 

to 
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to ftrengthen or to fhake exifting forms of 
government ? From the days of Grecian 
and Roman antiquity, down to the French 
revolution, the Stage has been an engine 
eagetly employed by thofe who have had 
it under their control. Is its influence . 
unperceived or difregarded in our own 
country? The legal reftraints to which 
the theatre is fubjected, and the ftamp of 
official approbation which every new play 
muft receive before it can be exhibited, 
anfwer the queftion. The loweft orders of 
the pecple, mutable, uninformed, and paf- 
fionately addicted to fpettacles of amufe- 
ment, may probably be acted upon, through 
the medium of theatrical reprefentations, 
with greater facility and fuccefs than other 
clafles of the community. But, to fpeak of 
individuals among the upper and middle 
ranks of life, young women are the perfons 
likely to imbibe the ftrongeft tinge from the 
fentiments and tranfadctions fet before them 
in the drama. Opennefs of heart, warmth 
of fecling, a lively perception of the lu- 
dicrous, a flrong fenfe of the charms of 


novelty, 
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novelty, readinefs to adopt opinions recom- 
mended by fafhion, pronenefs to give large 
{cope to the influence of aflociation and of 
fympathy, thefe are circumftances which 
characterife youth, more efpecially youth 
in the female fex. And they are circum- 
ftances which render thofe whom they 
characterife liable, in a peculiar degree, to 
be prattically impreffed by the language 
and examples brought forward on the 
Stage. 


The Englith Stage has, for a confiderable 
time, laboured under the heavy imputation 
of being open to fcenes and language of 
grofs indelicacy, which foreign theatres 
would have profcribed. This obfervation is 
applicable even to our tragedies. Of Englifh 
comedy, an eminent writer (/) of our own 

country 


(D Dr. Blair, in his Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles 
Lettres, gto. vol. ii. p. 547; where he quotes feveral in- 
flances in confirmation of his remark. Mr. Diderot pro- 
nounces Englifh comedy to be “ without morals.’? Vol- 
taire, who, undoubtedly, was no rigid moralift, {peaks of 

it 
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country obferves, that, although we ourfelves 
overlook its immorality, “ all foreigners, 
“ the French efpecially, who are accuftomed 
to a better regulated and more decent 
“ Stage, fpeak of it with furprife and afto- 
* nifhment.” Of the moral changes which 
the Stage may have experienced in France 


it in the ftrongeft terms of reprobation, M. Moralt, in his 
Letters upon the French and Englifh Nations, afcribes the 
corruption of manners in London to comedy, as its chief 
caufe. Their comedy,” he fays, “ is like that of no other 
“country. It is the fchool in which the youth of both 
« fexes familiarife themfelves with vice, which is never 
“ reprefented there as vice, but as mere gaiety.” 


Dr. Blair’s opinion of the principal of the Englifh comie 
writers, from the reign of Charles II. to that of George IT. 
is contained in the following fentence: “ It is extremely 
“ unfortunate that, together with the freedom and boldnefs 
s of the comic fpirit in Britain, there fhould have been 
* joined fuch a f{pirit of indecency and licentioufnefs, as 
“ has- difgraced Englith comedy beyond that of any nation 
“ fince the days of Ariftophanes.”? Leétures, vol ii. 
p- 542, He adds, p. 547, §48, that “ of late years a fen- 
“ fible reformation, derived in a confiderable degree from 
« the French theatre, has begun to take place.” ‘fhe 
improvement is unqueftionable ; but the dilicacy and the 
morality of moft of our modern comedies are only com- 
parative. 
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fince the commencement of the political 
convulfions which for fome years paft have 
agitated, and ftill continue to agitate, that 
country, I am not qualified to fpeak. But, 
antecedently to thofe events, it feems to 
have been the coscurrent opinion of com- 
petent judges, that, although corruption of 
manners and of private condua had arifen 
at Paris to an excels by no means to be pa- 
ralleled at London, the drama of the former 
capital was far fuperior in purity to that of 
the latter. Let not this fact be deemed 
contradictory to the opinion recently given 
of the powerful efe&, which theatrical re- 
prefentations are adapted to produce on the 
moral character and behaviour of thofe who 
frequent them. In France, public diffolute- 
nefs was pufhed on by caufes from which, 
of late, England has been, by the bleffing 
of Providence, exempted; caufes which, 
though capable of deriving ftrength from 
a depraved Stage, would not have been ef- 
fectually withftaod by the leffons of theatres 
more pure than thofe of Paris. Is it ne- 
ceflary to particularife them? The ditbelief; 


general 
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gencral among the higher orders, of a 
religion, depreffed, on the one hand, by a 
load of fuperftition, and affailed, on the 
other, by writers of eminent talents and 
reputation ; and the example of a Court, 
commonly fignalized by unblufhing profili- 
gacy, and f{preading the contagion of vice 
throughout the empire. We know that, 
in one at leaft of thefe particulars, England 
was unhappy enough, during a part of the 
laft century, to furnifh a picture refembling 
that of France: and we know what was 
at that period the ftate of ourdrama. The 
torrent of immorality and profanenefs, 
which in the days of Charles the Second, 
and for a confiderable time afterwards,, 
deluged the theatre, has fubfided; or is no 
longer permitted to roll its polluted and 
infamous tide acrofs the Stage. The glar- 
ing colours of vice, which gave no difguft 
to our anceftors, would fhock, if not the 
virtue, yet the refinement, of a modern 
audience, Let the friends of religion, of 
their country, of private worth and of 


public happincfs, be thankful for the 
change 
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change which has taken place. But has 
the change been complete? Is the Britifh 
Stage now irreproachable? Does it exhibit 
no {cenes which give pain to modeft eyes, 
no language grating to modeft ears? Does 
it exhibit nothing which a Chriftian need 
be afhamed of writing, of ating, of wit- 
neffing? Or if it be ftill culpable; is it 
but rarely, and tranfiently ? Let thofe who 
are the beft acquainted with the theatre 
anfwer thefe queftions to their own con- 
{ciences. And whenever any woman is 
deliberating whether fhe fhall or fhall not 
attend the reprefentation of a particular 
drama, let her afk herfelf this further 
queftion among others to be fuggefted ; 
Whether fhe is not bound in confcience, 
if the lays claim to the confiftency of a 
Chriftian, at once to decide in the nega- 
tive, unlefs fhe has fufficient reafon to 
believe that the former enquiry, viewed as 
relating to that drama, can, with truth, be 
anfwered to her- fatisfa@tion? Wad thefe 
pages been addreffed to perfons of the 
other fex, the fame principles of decifion 

would 
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would have been ftated as no lefs clearly 
incumbent on men. 


The Stage is defigned to furnifh a faith- 
ful picture of life and manners. Be it 
admitted for a moment that the picture is 
exhibited, and ought to be exhibited, 
merely for the purpofe of amufement. 
Yet, unlefs we are to maintain either the 
abfurd propolition, that amufements have 
no influence on charaéter, or the wicked 
propofition, that amufements may lawfully 
be of a corrupting nature; the pidure 
ought, at leaft, to be fuch as fhall not be 
injurious to the difpofitions of the heart. 
But when amufement, though it may be 
the fole obje& of the carelefs {pectator of 
the drama, is manifeftly not the point in 
which the whole effe& of the reprefenta- 
tion terminates; when the fentiments de- 
livered, and the line of condué exempli- 
fied, by the favourite ator, in a favourite 
character, are found by experience to im- 
prefs kindred opinions, and a tendency to 
a fimilar train of proceeding on the audi- 


ence ; 
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ence ; the Stage ought to aflume a higher 
office, and to recommend itfelf as the 
nurle of virtue (m). If it be falfe to its 

truft, 


(m) The effe& produced by Schiller’s Tragedy of the 
Robbers on the fcholars at the fchool of Fribourg, where 
it was reprefented foon after its firit appearance, is well 
known. “ They were fo ftruck and captivated with the 
« grandeur of the charaéter of its hero, Moor, that they 
“ agreed to form a band like his in the forefts of Bohemia ; 
“had ele&ed a young nobleman for their chief; and had 
“ pitched on a beautiful young lady for his Amelia; whom 
“ they were to carry off from her parents’ houfe to ac- 
“company their flight. To the accomplifhment of this 
“ defign they had bound themfelves by the moft folemn 
“ and tremendous oaths. But the confpiracy was difco- 
** wered by an accident, and its execution prevented.” See 
‘an Account of the German Theatre by Henry Mackenzie 
Efq. in the fecond volume of the Tranfactions of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh. 


The author of this tragedy has fince acknowledged 
with great candour, and reprobated in the ftrongeft terms, 
the pernicious tendency of his owu production. Ibid. 


In the fame paper it is faid that, “ foon after the publi- 
** cation of Goethe’s Sorrows of Werter, it became a 
“ badge of fafhion among the young men of Germany to 
s wear as a uniform the drefs, which Werter is defcribed 
* as having on in one of his interviews with Charlotte.” 


« The robberies committed daily in the ftrects, during 
“ the reprefentation of the Beggar’s Opera, were beyond 
i & the 
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truft, it forfeits every title to public pa- 
tronage, and ought to be exploded as a 
nuifance moft dangerous to the commu- 
nity. Is the Stage then, it will be faid, 
to intrude itfelf into the fun@ions of the 
pulpit? Are no perfonages to be intro- 
duced but women of demure fobriety of 
demeanor, and men of unimpeachable 
integrity ? Are the attractions of mirth and 
wit to be difclaimed? Are folly and affeét- 
ation no longer to be encountered with 
ridicule? Are villainy and fraud no longer 
to be chaftifed with the lath of fatire? If 


“ the example of former times. And feveral thieves and 
“t robbers afterwards confeffed in Newgate, that they raifed 
“ their courage in the playhoufe by the fongs of their hero 
t Macheath, before they fallied forth on their defperate 
& noéturnal exploits.’>—« So notorious were the evil con- 
fequences of its frequent réprefentation become, that in 
“ the year 1773 the Middlefex Jutlices united with Sir 
s¢ John Fielding in requefting Mr. Garrick to defit from 
performing it ; as they were of opinion that it was never 
reprefented on the ftage without creating dn additional 
“* number of real thieves.” See the Life of Gay in the 
Biographia Britannica. 

The influence of fome other dramas, if lefs confpicuous 
ih particular inftances, has perhaps been on the whole not 
Jefs prejudicial. 


N the 
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the Stage is to be curtailed of its moft 
copious fources of ainufement, how is it 
to intereft, how is it to attra {petators ? 
If the mixture of virtue and vice, and the 
pnbounded diverfities of charaéter, which 
prevail in the world, are not to be exhibit- 
ed, how is a picture of real life and man- 
ners to be difplayed? The reftrictions 
which, if enforced, would render the 
f{pectacles of the Stage irreproachable, are 
fuch as would neither lead it from its 
natural province, nor cripple its powers 
of entertainment. To conftitute a moral 
Stage, it is not requifite that Lectures on 
Divinity and Ethics fhould be read there ; 
nor that the attractions of mirth and wit 
fhould be profcribed ; nor that worthlefs 
characters fhoild be excluded from the 
drama. But it is neceffary that the general 
effect of the piece fhould be unequivocally 
virtuous. It is neceflary that neither fale 
principles nor erroneous conclufions in 
morality fhould be fo brought forward, as 
to be likely to deceive the underftandings, 
and influence the future condua, of the 

auditors, 
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auditors. It is neceflary that Honour, ‘the 
offspring of Pride, fhould not be enthroned 
in the place of Virtue, the daughter of Re- 
ligion. It is neceflary that mirth and wit 
fhould neither directly nor indiredly, 
openly or covertly, be polluted with the 
{malleft tin€ture of indelicacy. It is necef~ 
fary that vice be not clothed in amiable 
colours; in colours which may difguife its 
deformity from the {pe€tator, or tempt him 
to pardon, perhaps to imitate it, for the 
fake of the engaging qualitics with which 
it is furrounded. He knows little of hu- 
man nature, who thinks that the youthful 
mind will be fecured from the infe&ing 
influence of a vicious charaéter, adorned 
with polithed manners, wit, fortitude, and 
generofity, by a frigid moral, delivered at 
the conclufion, or to be deduced from the 
events of the drama. Neither ought vice 
ever to be exhibited under circumflances of 
open groffnefs, or, what is fill worfe, of 
grofInefe veiled under a mafk of decorum. 
What would not be endured by modeft 
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eyesand modeft cars in a private company, 
eught not to be endured upon a Stage. 
Language which could not be heard, inci- 
dents which could not be witnefled, at 
home without a blufh, ought not to be 
heard or witnefled abroad. It is not the 
place, but tho circumflance, which corrupts. 
Among the uiual cautes by which female 
modefty is worn away, I know not oné 
more efficacious, than the indelicate fcencs 
and language to which women are fa~ 
miliarifed at the theatre. Nor among the 
eaufes by which fimplicity of manners is 
corrupted, the habit of viewing with com- 
placence perfons of infamous character is 
acquired, a variety of falfe principles in 
morality is upheld, and pride, in parti- 
cular, under different forms and modifica- 
tions, is encouraged, can there be named 
any one apparently more powerful than 


the Stage. 
It is evident that, when an individual 


wilhcs confcientioufly to determine whe- 
ther 
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ther fhe can properly give to the theatre 
and its frequenters the continuance of her 
prefence and example, fhe ought to extend 
her views beyond the morality or immo- 
rality of particular dramas. She is to take 
into the account the general effect pro- 
duced, or likely to be produced, by the 
Stage ; and to fatisfy herfelf whether the 
inftitution is, on the whole, beneficial, or 
at leaft harmlefs, to the community. In 
this enquiry fhe is not to overlook the 
prevailing conduét of the actors and ac- 
treffes, as far as it may fairly be afcribed 
to their profeffion. While the prefent 
ftate of things continues, it cannot be 
wonderful that perfons, who are ferioufly 
concerned for the moft important interefts 
of human beings, and defirous to act in 
uniform confiftency with Chriftian prin- 
ciples, fhould be little difpofed to coun- 
tenance an inftitution, which fo often dif- 
plays incitements to vice, inculcates per- 
nicious fentiments and maxims of condud, 
and appears to produce very lamentable 
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effects on a latge proportion of thofe who. 
profeffionally belong to it (x). 


For 


(x) The fuperintendence of the drama, exercifed by 
legal authority to prevent the Stage from being rendered 
an intrument of political machinations, and of perfonal 
calumny and refentment, is extremely ufeful, Other be- 
nefits of the higheft value would attend its exertions, were 
they direéted with an increafe of energy to purify the 
Stage from incidents, expreffions, and allufions, offenfive 
to modeity, and injurious to the principles of moral redti- 
tude. Whoever poffeffes a power of accomplifhing a 
change of fuch moment to the intereus of morality and 
virtue, cannot but be refponfible for the ufe and for the 
negle& of it. The influence of the Managers of our 
Theatres, aided by the authority of the Lord Chamberlain, 
would probably be adequate to accomplifh the purification 
of the Stage in this particular. But if not, there is a 
quarter from which it might be effected at once. To 
thofe who a& under a Royal licence, a fingle hint from 
Royal Authority would be fufficient. The refpect due to 
wifhes intimated from that authority would, of itfelf, in~ 
fure the reje€tion of every future compofition contami- 
nated with indecency; and the omiffion of every {cene, 
palage, and expreffion, liable to a fimilar objeCtion in any 
of the performances, whether of antient or of modern 
date, already in poffeffion of the Stage. Nor could the 
interpofition, to which I have ventured to allude, fail of 
proving in its’confequences an a& of extreme kindnefs ta 
the performers at the public theatres, That diffolutenefs 
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For fome years paft the cuftom of ating 
plays in private theatres, fitted up by indi- 
viduals of fortune, has occafionally pre- 
vailed. It is a cuftom liable to this objec- 
tion among others; that it is almoft cer- 
tain to prove, in its effets, injurious to the 
female performers. Let it be admitted, 
that theatres of this defcription no longer 
prefent the flagrant impropriety of ladies 
bearing a part in the drama in conjunction 
with profeffed players. Let it be admitted, 
that the drama feleCted will be in its lan- 
guage and condué always irreprehenfible. 
Let it even be admitted, that eminent 
theatrical talents will not hereafter gain 
admiffion upon fuch a Stage for men of 
ambiguous, or worfe than ambiguous, 
character. Take the benefit of all thefe 
favourable circumftances: yet, what is 
even then the tendency of fuch amufe- 


of manners and condua, which, whatever meritorious ex- 
ceptions may exit, is admitted to be prevalent among 
them, cannot but be afcribed, in part, to the profane and 
profligate language put into their mouths by the authors 
whofe works they exhibit. 
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ments? To encourage vanity; to excite a 
thirft of applaufe and admiration on ace 
count of attainments which, if they are 
to be thus exhibited, it would commonly 
have been far better for the individual not 
to poffefs; to deftroy diffidence by the 
unreftrained familiarity with perfons of the 
other fex, which inevitably refults from 
being joined with them in the drama; to 
create a general fondnels for the perufal of 
plays, of which fo many are improper to 
be read; and for attending dramatic repre- 
fentations, of which fo many are unfit to 
be witnefled, 


Another clafs of public amufements 
comprifes thofe in which mufic conftitutes 
the principal fhare, or the whole, of the 
entertainment. ‘Fo the firft of thefe de- 
{criptions Operas belong. As they may, 
in fome meature, alfo be regarded in the 
light of dramatic performances, moft of 
the remarks already offered on the fubje& 
ef the Stage may be extended to them. 
The dances which accompany them, or 
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the dreffes of the performers, are not un- 
frequently fuch as ought not to be tolerated 
by modeft fpectators. The entertainments 
which confift wholly of mufic are com- 
monly fo free in their own nature from 
objectionable circumftances, as not to re- 
quire particular obfervation. It muf, 
however, be added, that the fongs intro- 
duced are fometimes worfe than foolith; 
and that private concerts in high life are 
now conducted on fo large a fecale, as fre- 
quently to fubje& ladies who perform in 
them to fome of the dangers, which have 
recently been mentioned as awaiting the 
female performer in private theatres. 


When it was faid, that private mufical 
entertainments were commonly free from 
circumftances intrinfically objectionable ; 
the benefit of the conceffion muft not be 
extended to one, which fafhion has recently 
imported from the Continent and eftablifhed 
in the Capital, namely, meetings for the 
purpofe of hearing mufic on Sunday even- 
ings. Such meetings have been encouraged, 

and 
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and frequented, not only by thofe ladies 
who are always ready to take wing to every 
fcene of refort and entertainment, but by 
fome who may be fuppofed no ftrangers to 
fentiments of piety, and are profcffedly fo- 
licitous for the external obfervances of re- 
ligion. I fpeak not of concerts, which, 
under the fpecious name of facred mufic, 
a name countenanced by a feanty admix- 
ture of religious performances interfperfed 
folely for the purpofes of decorum and 
-delufion, are in no material refpeat, ex- 
cept in hypocrify, different from thofe 
which are ufual “on the common days of 
the week. The tendency of fuch con- 
certs, and the motives of thofe who infli- 
tute them, are too plain to need illuftra- 
tion. The meetings to which alone I 
mean to refer, are thofe which are what 
they profefs to be, meetings intended for 
- the exclufive performance of fuch mufic as 
js in itfelf adapted to the day. Their ef- 
feéts however are, in various ways, likely 
to be fuch as will be very far from extend- 
ing the influence of Religion ; and fuch, 
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therefore, as ought not to be aided by the 
countenance of its friends. The glow of 
devotion which is kindled in the breaft by 
proper mufic, in a proper place, is moft 
favourable to holinefs. And far be it from 
me to intimate, that facred mufic is to be 
confined to the walls of a church. Let it 
hallow private houfes; and not on Sun- 
days only, but on all days. On the even- 
ing of the Sabbath in particular; let its 
efficacy be called in to revive the attention 
and excite the ardour of piety. But let 
the performers and the auditors be the 
members of the family. Or, if admittance 
be granted to any other perfon, let it be 
only to the intimate friend who comes 
without parade, and comes for the purpofe 
of uniting in an aĝ of religion. ‘If you 
fling open your doors to numbers; if you 
prepare yourfelf and your houfe as for the 
cuftomary reception of company ; if your 
fervants are occupied in the fame hurry of 
attendance as at a ball or aflembly ; if the 
ftreet rings with the tumult, and is ob- 
ftructed with the chariots of your vifiters ; 


can 
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can you think that religion will, on the 
whole, be promoted bv the employment of 
the evening? Your intentions, be it ac- 
knowledged, have been pure. The mufic 
has been well feletted. It has been per- 
formed throughout by perfons not hired 
trom the theatre, nor hired at all. You have 
felt, during the performance, the warmth of 
religious gratitude, and breathed the fin- 
cerity of prayer. Confider, then, what 
may be ftated, even while you take the 
advantage of thefe moft favourable cir- 
cumftances, on the adverfe fide of the 
queflion. You have diltraQed your 
thoughts, and wafted your time before- 
hand by the buftle of preparation. You 
have deprived your domeftics of the beft 
opportunity which the week affords them 
for religious thought. You have loft the 
advantage of the calm and uninterrupted 
devotion, which you might have pratifed 
during’ the time occupied by the concert, 
either in private or in conjunétion with 
your family. You have difturbed the 
quiet of a-ncighbourhood, employed per- 
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haps better than yourfelf. You have ex- 
hibited to the undifcerning multitude the 
appearance of being engaged on the Sab- 
bath, as at other times, in the purfuit of 
amufement. You have initiated or con- 
firmed them in want of reverence for a 
day which, had it not been for the effect 
of your example, they might have con- 
tinued, or might have learned, to keep 


holy. 


It may be proper to obferve in this place, 
that the practice of opening your houfe on 
Sunday evenings to the influx of all your 
acquaintance who may choofe to frequent 
it as a fcene of refort and converfation, a 
practice by no means unexampled in the 
polite world, is productive of all the mif- 
chiefs which arife from the Sunday con- 
cert; and is devoid of the oftenfible excufe 
by which, in the other cafe, they are pal- 
liated. 


Another clafs of public diverfions com- 


prehends thofe meetings in which the pro- 
fefled 
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feffed amufement is dancing: an amufe- 
ment in itfelf both innocent and falubrious, 
and therefore by no means improper, under 
fuitable regulations, to conftitute the occa- 
fional entertainment of youth. In the ball- 
room, however, a young woman has more 
temptations to encounter than fhe has ex- 
perienced at the public or at the private 
concert. At the former of thefe fcenes of 
mulical feftivity, fhe may have felt the dif- 
ficulty of reprefling fenfations of vanity as 
to perional appearance: at the latter, fhe 
may have alfo been affailed by emotions al- 
lied to envy in confequence of the fuperior 
performance of another. But the objects 
which, during the feafon of youth, moft 
eafily excited vanity and envy in the female 
breaft, are thofe which are prefented in the 
ball-room. ‘This is deemed the ftage for 
difplaying the attraCtions, by the poffeffion 
of which a young woman is apt to be moft 
elated: and they are here difplayed under 
circumftances moft calculated to call forth 
the triumph and the animofities of perfonal 
competition. This triumph, and thefe ahi- 
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mOfities, betray themfelves occafionally to 
the leaft difcerning eye. But were the re- 
cefles of the heart laid open, how often 
would the fight of a ftranger, of an ac- 
quaintance, even of a friend, fuperior for 
the evening in the attractions of drefs, or 
enjoying the fuppofed advantage of poffefl- 
ing a wealthier, a more lively, a more grace-~ 
ful, or a more fafhionable partner, be found 
to excite feelings of difguft, and of averfion 
not always ftopping fhort of malevolence ! 
How often would the paffions be feen ins 
flamed, and every nerve agitated, by a thirft 
for precedence ; and invention be obferved, 
labouring to mortify a rival by the affecta- 
tion of indifference or of contempt! But 
if a young woman cannot partake of the 
amufements of a ball-room, except at the 
expence of benevolence, of friendfhip, of 
diffidence, of fincerity, of good humour, at 
the expence of fome Chriftian difpofition, 
fome Chriftian virtue, fhe has no bufinefs 
there. The recreation, to others innocent, 


is, to her, a fin. 
An 
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Ar evil of great moment, which is toa 
frequently known to occur at the places of 
amufement now under notice, is the intro+ 
duction of women to undefirable and im- 
proper acquaintance among the other fex ; 
undefirable and improper, as 1 would now 
be underftood to mean, ina moral point of 
view. Men of this defcription commonly 
abound at all {cenes of public refort and en- 
tertainment; and are not feldom dilin- 
guifhed by fortune and birth, gay and con- 
ciliating manners, and every qualification 
which is needful to procure a favourable 
reception in polite company. Hence, when 
they propofe themfelves as partners in an 
aflembly-room, a lady does not always find 
it eafy, according to the rules of decorum, 
to decline the offer; and is fometimes en- 
ticed by their external appearanee, and 
by having feen other ladies ambitious of 
dancing with them, into a reprehenfible 
inclination not to decline it. The good 
principles or the worldly prudence of the 
relations or the friends who accompany 
her, will, in many cafes, guard her from 
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falling, though but for a fingle evening, 
into fuch hands. But the folicitude of re- 
lations and friends is fometimes directed 
exclufively to another obje&t. They {pare 
no pains to preferve her from dancing with 
a perfon in rank or connections inferior to 
herfelf; and having gained that point, are 
contented. If their confcience be apt to 
flumber, it behoves her own to be the 
more wakeful. If the alternative be, whe- 
ther fhe will incur the rifk, nay, the cer- 
tainty, of fitting ftill during every dance 
or give her hand to a partner whofe offer, 
as fhe knows, or ftrongly apprehends, 
ought on principles of moral rectitude not 
to be accepted ; the proper decifion cannot 
long appear doubtful to modefty and con- 
fideration. The prefent cuftom of chang- 
ing partners at ftated intervals is evidently 
attended with this bad confequence, that 
it increafes the difficulty of avoiding an 
objectionable affociate. Yet it has alfo the 
advantage of relieving a young woman the 
fooner from fuch an affogiate, to whom 
fhe may unwarily have engaged herfelf. 
Women 
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Women in various occurrences of life 
are betrayed, by a dread of appearing 
ungenteelly bafhful, and by a defire of 
rendering themfelves agrecable, into an in- 
difcreet freedom of manners and conver- 
fation with men of whom they perhaps 
know but little; and ftill more frequently 
into a greater degree of freedom with thofe 
of whom they have more knowledge, than 
can fitly be indulged except towards per- 
fons with whom they are connected by 
particular ties. The temptation is in no 
place more powerful than in a ball-room. - 
Let not indifcriminate familiarity be fhewn 
towards all partners; nor injudicious fa- 
miliarity towards any. To reject every 
boifterous and unbecoming mode of dan- 
cing, and to obferve in every point the 
friet modefty in attire, are cautions on - 
which, in addrefling women of delicacy, 
it is furely needlefs to infift. 


In particularifing the different claffes of 
female amufements now prevailing, itis with 
deep: regret that I perceive the neceflity of 
adding the gaming-table to the number. 

The 
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The occupations of that fcene of anxiety, 
of paffion, and of guilt, were once in the 
almoft exclufive poffeffion of men. It was 
but feldom that an individual of the other fex 
copied the infamous example. ‘And when 
fhe copied it, the imitation was attempted 
on an humble feale; and was carried on 
with a certain attention to privacy and de- 
corum, which evinced a mind not altogether 
hardened by the pratice of criminality, nor 
prepared to infult the laws of the country 
with public manifeftations cf contempt. 
But in high life there are now to be found 
thofe who have difcarded the reftraints of 
timidity and of fhame. Relying on the in- 
fluence of rank and fafhion, they fpread 
their nets without difguife; and exult in fee- 
ing the deftruCtive circle thronged with mar- 
ried women and unmarried, old and young, 
venturing to the very borders of ruin, alike 
regardlefs of confequences immediate or 
remote (z). In this promifcuous affem- 
blage 

; (2) The very meritorious and intelligent author of 
“ A ‘Treatife on the Police of the Metropolis” affirms 


in his introductory addrefs to the reader, (2d edit. p. xi.) 
ez that 
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blage of the plunderers and the plun- 
dered, fhe who has been hackneyed in the 
ways 


that at this time (1796) there are in Weflminfter at leaft 
forty houfes open for the exprefs purpofe of play, where 
Faro Banks are kept, or where Hazard, Rouge a noir, 
and other illegal games are introduced. Of thefe gaming 
tables he proceeds to ftate that ‘ five are kept in the houfes 
“ of ladies of fasion, who are faid to receive fifty pounds 
“ each ront, befides one-eighth of the profits.” Recurring 
to the fame fubje@ in another part of his work he makes 
the following remarks, among many others which well 
eferve the attention of every perfon who upholds or is 
tempted to viñt a gaming table. 


« By the rath of George the fecond, the games of Fare, 
“ Hazard, Sc. are declared to be lotteries, fubjedting the 
“ perfons who keep them to a penalty of two hundred pounds, 
« and thofe who play to fifty pounds. One witnefs only 
“ is neceflary to prove the offence before any juilice of 
“ the peace, who forfeits ten pounds if he negleds to do his 
“ duty. And by the 8th of George the firft, the keeper of 
“a Faro table may be profecuted for a lottery, where the 
ec penalty is five hundred pounds.” ` 


e Such has becn the anxiety of the legiflature to fupprefs 
“ Faro tables and other games of chance, that the fevereft 
‘© penalties have been infli@cd, founded on the pernicious 
“ confequences of fuch practices ; and yet, to the difgrace 
« of the Police of the Metropolis, houfes are opened under 
“ the fan&ion of high-founding names, where an indif- 
« criminate mixture of all ranks is to be found, from the 
“ finifbed harper, to the raw inexperienced youth ; and 
« where all thofe evils exift in full force, which it was the 


“ object of the legiflature to remove,” 
mae “ The 
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ways of polite life learns to join with her 
other acquifitions the talents, the purfuits, 
and the morals of a profefled gamefter. 
In the mean time the artlefs and inex- 
perienced, dazzled by furrounding example, 
drop their feruples and their apprehenfions 
one by one; and are gradually allured for- 


“© The idle vanity of being introduced into what ts fup- 
“ pofed to be genteel fociety, where a fafhionable name an- 
© nounces an intention of feeing company, has been pro. 
“ ductive of more demeflic mifery and more real difre/s, 
poverty, and wretchednefs to families in this great metro » 
* polis, who but for their folly might have been eafy and 
“ comfortable, than many volumes could detail.” 


“ A miltaken fenfe of what conftitutes human hap- 
«« piaefs leads the mafs of the people, who have the means 
“ of moving, in any degree, above the middle ranks of life, 
“ into the fatal error of mingling in what is erroncoufly 
“ called genteel company ; if that can be called fuch, where 
“ Faro tables and other games of hazard arc introduced in 
“ private families: where the leat recommendation (and 
“ fharpers fpare no pains to-obtain recommendations) ad- 
“© mits all ranks who can exhibit a genteel exterior; and 
« where the young and the inexperienced are initiated in 
* every propenfity tending to debafe the human charaer, 
“ and taught to view ‘with contempt every acquirement 
“ connected with thofe duties, which lead to domeftic 
“ happinefs, or to thofe objects of utility which can render 
4 either fex refpe@table in the world.” P. 150—152. 
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ward from the low ftake which at firft was 
all that they propofed to hazard, to rifk on 
one card, or one throw of the dice, fums 
which bear a confiderable proportion to 
‘the whole property which they poffefs, 
and even to the whole amount of their 
future expectations, Iti is no exaggeration 
to affirm that there are recent inftances 
of young women having {peedily loft at 
play their entire fortunes. And fituations 
of pecuniary diftrefs which, though very 
‘grievous, fall fhort of abfolute ruin, are 
continually feen to arife from the fame 
caufes. ` But-does the mifchief terminate} 
does it chiefly confift, in pecuniary diftrefs? 
‘Tf afchool is to be fought where the fe- 
renity of the female mind may be fup- 
planted: by the moft violent and the black- 
eft paffidns ; “where the fprings of bene- 
volence. and charity, of fympathy and 
friendfhip may be dried up, and the heart 
configned for ever to obdurate felfithnefs ; 
where the foundations of domeftic mifery; 
of angry difcontent, ‘of Blafted hopes and 
unavailing forrows may be laid; where 
every 
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every principle of delicacy, of virtue, of 
religion may be fapped, and prepared- to 
be offered up on fome prefling emergency 
as a facrifice to money: let that fchool 
be fought at a gaming table, upheld by 
{fome perfon of fafhionable eftimation. It 
is extremely to be lamented that.women of 
refpectability of character, women attentive 
on many occafions to the dictates not of 
prudence only but of confeience, and, ifo 
deeply convinced of the dreadful . evils at- 
tendant on gaming as fcrupuloufly and at 
all times to abftain from play, fhould yet 
follow the ftream of cuftom fo far as to be 
vifitors. and fpectators. in the rooms, in 
which this fyftem of depredation and ini- 
quity. is carrying on. Tọ countenance 
by their prefence an aflembly known to be 
held for a purpofe which it is impoffible 
for them to approve, is the height of in- 
confiftency. -It is to add to wickednefs 
the apparent fanction of their authority. 
It is to filence the doubts of the wavering ; 
and to preclude, the inconfiderate from re- 
fleGtion. It is to contribute : to, extend A 
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moft deftruftive praGice to ranks of fa- 
ciety which it has not yet polluted. It is 
to encourage thofe nuifances to the.com- 
munity, who dare to ftand forward in 
fafhionable life as the inftitutors and pa- 
trons of the Faro Bank and the Hazard 
Table ; whofe effrontery, while it yet con- 
tinues to efcape the ftrong arm of legal 
juftice which arrefts inferior and lefs per- 
nicious offenders, ought to be encountered 
with univerfal refiftance, and be con- 
ftrained to read in every eye the language 
of deteftation. 


A paffion for gaming, fo eafy to be ex- 
cited, is one of the propenfities moft diffi- 
cult to be repreffed. In barbarous as well 
as in polifhed nations, in the loweft as well 
as in the higheft ranks of fociety, the flame 
once kindled, is fcarcely to.be extinguifhed. 
So captivating to moft minds is the fuccef- 
fion of fituations unforefeen, uncertain, 
and charaterifed by viciffitude ; fo in- 
“terefting is the paufe of fufpenfe between 
hope and fear; fuch is the confidence 


which 
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which almoft every perfon places, if not 
on his fkill, yet on his good fortune ; that 
we cannot wonder if they to whom fre- 
quent temptations are prefented fhould by 
degrees be enfnared in defiance of pre- 
vious refolves, and ultimately lofe fight 
not only of prudence, but even of far 
fuperior principles of conduct. Hence to 
guard againft thofe {mall beginnings, by 
which confequences fo deplorable may be 
entailed, is a duty of no little importance 
in the fcale of moral obligation. Some 
perfons, at prefent too cautious. to adven- 
ture as parties in the game, think that they 
need not fcruple to indulge themtelves in 
hazarding fmall bets on the event of it. 
But they who begin with venturing {mall 
fums, eafily learn to rifk larger. And they 
who, without playing themfelves, make 
their own profit or lofs to depend on the 
fuccefs of an individual engaged in the 
conteft, are themfelves gamefters. Others 
fee no danger in the habit of frequenting 
the card table, provided that much money 
is not played for. To devote the evening 

to 
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“to cards-‘where the ftakes are high, is 
-manifeftly to cherith a paffion for gaming: 
-when they are-low, it is yet to encourage 
that paflion, though in an inferior degree. 
-The exiftence of a ftake, however minute, 
proves that application is.made to the 
avaricious. feelings of the mind’; feelings 
-which, ere long, will commonly look out 
for a more powerful ftimulus. In-propor- 
tion too as practiee confers-{kill, or creates 
a perfuafion that it is poflefled, the defire 
of difplaying,it, perhaps alfo of turning it 
to prafit, is often feen to arife. 


If we fet afide meetings profeffedly or 
intentionally held for the purpofe of gam- 
ing, the principal ‘evil attending the ufe of 
cards may, perhaps, be fairly ftated to 
confit not fozmuch in the reprehenfible 
paflions which they excite, as in the quan- 
tity of time which they confume. In 
many families, particularly in provincial 
towns, they reguiarly enter as the tea- 
table departs, and occupy feveral hours of 
the evening. In-fome houfes, where pa- 
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tience is weaker, they appear {peedily after 
dinner. A confiderable portion of every 
day, Sundays excepted, an exception 
which in the country may yet be com- 
monly made, is thus rendered a mere 
blank; it is cut, as it were, out of life, 
and configned, upon the moft favourable 
fuppofition, to vacuity and oblivion. What 
might have been; the improvement made, 
the knowledge acquired, the rational plea- 
fure enjoyed, had-thefe hours been habitu- 
ally allotted to inftructive converfation or 
interefting books? Had it been.the cuftom 
of the family to allot them to fuch em- 
ployments before a paffion for cards was 
become inveterate ; habit would then have 
operated in fupport of a judicious and ufe- 
ful mode of pafling time as ftrongly as it 
now does in upholding a puerile and un- 
profitable occupation. And a prapofal to 
exchange the ufual delights of the after- 
noon and evening for a pool at quadrille, 
and a rubber at whift, would have been 
received with the difguft which would, at 
prefent, attach on the adventurous re- 
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former, who fhould recommend, when the 
cardstables: are now fet and the partners 
taking their places, to prefer liftening to 
the -page of Robertfon to pra@tifing the 
teles of Hoyle. <“ Man,” it has been 
well obferved; is a bundle of habits.” 
Life is‘made up of principles and aétions 
familiarifed and confirmed by cuftom. 
The uncouth fafhions in drefs and per- 
fonal demeanour, the fenfelefs decorations 
in building and in furniture, which have 
univerfally prevailed in different periods, 
and the moft unnatural modes of orna- 
menting nature which have had polifhed 
nations for their admirers from the days 
of Pliny to thofe of George the fecond, 
fhew, with numberlefs other inftances 
which might be particularifed, that there 
is nothing fo abfurd and extravagant which 
the eye cannot by ufe convert into a 
beauty, and the mind into a gratification. 
Nor is there any employment fo trifling, 
that it cannot be rendered, by uniform 
practice, neceflary to comfort. Were a fa- 
mily to be long accuftomed, with the fame 
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regularity with which many dedicate a 
portion .of the day to cards, to amufe 
themfelves during fome hours of every 
evening in picking and meafuring ftraws 
from wheat-fheaves, placed before each 
individuai for that purpofe; an interrup- 
tion of the cuftom would be felt at firft as 
alofs of one of the effential enjoyments 
of life, and would leave, for a time, a 
vacancy fcarcely to be fupplied. Hence 
appears the importance cf guarding in the 
outfet againft contracting a habit fo en- 
croaching. The firit links are impercep- 
tible; but the chain, once formed, is 
{carcely to be broken. 


As the recreation of the eld and the 
infirm, at times when the mind is too 
weak or too much fatigued to receive 
pleafure from a cheerful book or cheerful 
difcourfe, cards occafionally have their 
ufe. ‘ And is this,” the indignant vo- 
tary of the card-table cxclaims, “ the only 
“ merit to be afcribed to them ?” I would 
not unfairly detract even from any fup- 
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poied merit which they may poffefs. It is 
poffible that they may have their ufe in 
providing “employment for the motley 
groupes which are fometimes affembled 
together at the party of a lady of fafhion. 
It is expefted, no doubt, that a large 
majority of the perfons collected on fuch 
occafions will neither be qualified to join 
in rational and entertaining converfation, 
rior capable of liftening with fatisfa¢tion 
to thofe who thus converle; and prepara- 
tions are made accordingly. The kindnefs: 
of the intention, and the fagacity of the 
contrivance, merit praile. But let the 
healthy be tender of encroaching on the 
remedies provided for the fick. In an age 
which is not exempt from the charge of 
undervaluing diftin@ions eftablifhed for 
the benefit of fociety, let proper deference’ 
be fhewn to a regulation, which muft be 
deemed intended to difcriminate mental 
incapacity from communicative intelli- 
gence. Cards too are celebrated for theit 
efficacy in enlivening the dulnefs of a 
country vilit, When the dinner, and the 
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defert, and. the’ tea-table, have exhaufted* 
their gratifications ; when the ‘elegance’ of 
the drawing-room has been ‘admired in'de-/ 
tail; and the profpe& from the windows. 
can no longer. be difcerned ; when the par- 
rot and the.lap-dog have been praifed, till 
invention can fupply no additional terms 
of eulogium ; when each lady has already. 
treafured in her mind every item of the 
drefs of every other, but is obliged to fuf- 
pend her criticifms until the departure of 
the’ object of them:. what refource, we 
are afked, what poffible occupation re- 
mains, except cards? To the unfurnifhed 
mind, none. 


The apology which is fometimes made ` 
for the general introduction of cards, 
namely, that they prevent converfation . 
from degenerating into flander and themes 
of (candal, is a vindication which was not 
to have been expected from the mouth of 
a perfon of the female fex, nor from the 
mouth of any individual accuftomed to re- - 
gard that fex with efteem. It is, perhaps; ` 
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one of the moft pointed farcafins that could 
have been directed againft thofe perfons in 
whofe behalf it is alleged. Are we to have 
fuch an opinion of feminine juftice, bene- 
volence, delicacy, and candour, as to con- 
clude that women cannot pafs a fingle even- 
ing otherwife than in the indulgence of 
detraction, unlefs their thoughts be occu- 
pied by the card-table: that their tongues, 
unlefs charmed to filence by attention to 
the game, will be inceflantly exercifed by 
calumny and malice? She of whom this 
reprefentation can with truth be given, has 
no time to throw away upon trifles. Ob- 
jets of higher moment than vifits and 
amufements claim her undivided care; re- 
tirement, reflection, felf-knowledge, the 
acquifition of Chriftian principles, the 
purilication of a corrupted heart. 


Though fome few individuals of the 
female fex may be obferved to take their 
places among fportfmen in the field; the 
fathion, happily, is not fo prevalent as to 
entitle fox-hunting, and fimilar occupa- 
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tions, to rank among feminine amufements, 
It is not, perhaps, in common cafes felf-evi« 
dent, that diverfions which confit in infli@: 
ing torture, and fhedding blood, are altoge- 
ther adapted even to perfons of the other fex, 
who lay claim to cultivated underftandings. 
But, however that may be, the rude cla- 
mour, the boifterous exertions, and the cruel 
fpectacles of field fports, are wholly difcord- 
ant, when contra{ted with the delicacy, the 
refinement, and the fenfibility of a woman. 


The refleGtions, which have hitherto been 
offered on the fubje&t of amufements, have 
left unnoticed a material circumftance ope- 
rating more powerfully in the cafe of fome 
amufements, than in that of others; yet, in 
a certain meafure, common to all. The 
inquiry has, in each inftance, been almoft 
exclufively dire&ted to afcertain, whether 
the amufement fpecified was, in its nature 
and circumftances, innocent. But there is 
a danger which is attached even to innocent 
amufements ; the danger of purfuing them 
to excefs, A poffefion which we have al- 
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ways in our hands, which every perfon 
around us appears to have equally with 
ourfelves, is a poffeflion of the value of 
which we are moft likely to be ignorant or 
regardlefs. Such a poffeffion is time. Men, 
who are ftimulated to intellectual exertions 
by the concurrence of various motives, 
either unknown to the female fex, or known 
only in an inferior degree ; men, to whom 
bufinefs is in one fhape or in another con- 
tinually prefenting itfelf; whom the capa- 
city of attaining to profeffional honour and 
emolument, and the attractions of the field 
of literature, of which, until of late years, 
they havealmoft enjoyed a monopoly, might 
tempt to cultivate their underftandings, and 
to apply their talents to purpofes of utility ; 
frequently confiin themfelves to a laborious 
life of amufement ; a life which, even if all 
their modes of amufement had been in them- 
felves irreproachable, would not have been 
more ufeful and refpectable than an equal 
period of obftinatcina@ivity. Devotingtheir 
mornings to the billiard-room, and their 
evenings to the gaming-table ; occupied in 
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fuperintending the training of race-horfes, 
and in -witrieffing, with unfeeling delight, 
their exertions on the courfe ; or employed 
in the unremitting purfuit and deftru@ion 
of various parts of the animal world; they 
live without refletion on the great objects 
of human exiftence, neither benefited by 
its proprefs, nor preparing for its termina- 
tion. A picture fimilar to this in its out- 
line and compofition, though differing in 
the particular objects prefented to the eye 
of the fpectator, might be drawn from fe- 
male life. Gay, elegant, and accomplifhed, 
but thoughtlefs, immerfed in trifles, and 
hurrying with impatience, never fatisfied, 
from one fcene of diverfion to another ; 
how many women are feen floating down 
the ftream of life, like bubbles on which the 
fun paints a thoufand gaudy colours; and 
like bubbles vanifhing, fooner or later, one 
after another, and leaving no trace of ufe- 
fulnefs behind! They do not, like bubbles, 
vanith for ever; but after death muft awake 
from the infatuated dream of idlenefs and 
diffipation, to render an account of wafted 
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time and talents to an Almighty Judge. 
The fcriptural cenfure of thofe who are 
“ lovers of pleafure more than lovers of 
“ God (0), a cenfure, the proper force of 
which may be eftimated by attending to 
the other characters included in the fame 
catalogue by the Apoftle, pertains not to 
thofe perfons only who indulge themfelves 
in gratifications in their own nature cri- 
minal. It belongs in due proportion to all 
who facrifice duty to pleafure ; to all who 
elevate amufements above the rank which 
they ought to hold in the mind of a 
Chriftian; to all who addict themfelves 
to the purfuit of entertainment with an 
ardour, or to an extent, which fo intrudes 
on their attention and their time, as to pre- 
vent them from improving their under- 
ftandings, cultivating piety and benevolence 
of heart, and difcharging the relative duties 
of life, with diligence and fidelity; to all, 
in other words, who, whatever may be the 
nature of their amufements, follow them, 

(o) 2 Tim. iii. 4.—See alfo fome of the preceding and 
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or any one of them, to excefs. So difpofed 
is the human mind to open itfelf to plea- 
furable impreffions, that at all times until 
age or forrow has deftroyed the relith for 
amufements, and above all other times, du- 
ring the fufceptibility of youth, excefs is 
to be apprehended. What has delighted 
us once, we feel affured will delight us 
again. And though the trial fhould termi- 
nate in difappoinment, or repetition fhould 
convert fatisfaction into wearinefs ; we feek 
„to fill up the void, not by fearching after 
pleafures of a higher nature, but by eagerly 
catching at gratilications fimilar to that, the 
delulive nature of which we have fo lately 
experienced. The very circumftance of an 
amufement being innocent, renders its at- 
tractions the more likely to acquire unrea- 
fonable power over the unfufpecting breaft 
of fimplicity. It excites no alarm: it has 
no features of deformity: the time which 
it occupies is {peedily gone, and leaves no 
difagreeable recollection. It may be long 
before a young woman is led to difcern, in 
ber own cafe, that an action individually 
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blamelefs may, by frequency, become cri- 
minal; and to perceive the deficiency of 
what fhe has done in the line of improve- 
ment and utility by confidering what fhe 
might have done. 


Among the unhappy effects which at- 
tend an immoderate and confirmed thirft 
for amufements, this is one of the moft la- 
mentable ;. that the malady is fitly ranked 
among the mental diforders moft difficult 
tocure. Like the dropfy, it is diftinguithed 
by a burning defire for the indulgences 
moft adverfe to the diminution of the com- 
plaint; a defire fo intenfe as fcarcely to 
permit the fufferer to advert to any other 
object. The mind, unaccuftomed to ferious 
reflection, foftened and enfeebled by relax- 
ing habits, turns with difguft from argu- 
ment and intelligence, clings to the trifles 
in which it has long delighted, and is almoft 
incapable for a time of either feeking or of 
receiving gratification from better purtuits. 
The felf-denial, the painful efforts requifite 
to bréak the fhackles of habit, are fully 
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- known to thofe only, by whom the fhackles 
of habit have been broken. Let every wo- 
man beware of being imperceptibly betrayed 
into fetters from which, without fuch felf- 
denial, fuch painful efforts, fhe cannot be 
extricated ; yet from which it is neceflary 
that fhe fhould be extricated, if fhe is to 
lead a life ufeful to others, ultimately com- 
fortable to herfelf, and calculated to obtain 
the approbation of Heaven. 


The rifk to which a young woman is 
expofed of contracting a habit of exceflive 
fondnefs for amufements, depends not only 
on the particular propenfities of her mind, 
but alfo on the place and fituation in which 
the principally refides. To the daughter of 
a country gentleman, though her heart 
fhould be fixed on company and diverfions, 
the paternal manfion, infulated in its park, 
or admitting no contiguous habitations 
except the neighbouring hamlet, feldom 
furnifhes the opportunity of accefs to a 
perpetual circle of amufements. - Vifitors 
are not always to be found in the drawing- 
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room; the card-table cannot always be 
filled up; the county town affords a ball 
but once in a month; and domeftic cir- 
cumftances perverfely arife to cbftrué re- 
gularity of attendance. Suppofe then a 
young woman thus fituated to labour under 
the heavy difadvantage of not having had 
her mind direted by education to pro- 
per objets. Finding herfelf obliged to 
procure, by her own efforts, the entertain- 
ment which fhe is frequently without the 
means of obtaining from others, fhe is ex- 
cited to fome degree of ufeful exertion. 
Family converfation, needle-work, a book, 
even a book that is not a novel, in a word, 
any occupation is found preferable to the 
tedioufnefs of a conftant want of employ- 
ment. ‘Thus the foundation of fome do- 
meftic habits is laid: or, if the habits were 
previoufly in exiftence, they are ftrength- 
ened, or at leaft are preferved from being 
obliterated. She who is fixed in a country 
town, where fociety is always within reach, 
and fomething in the way of petty amufe- 
ment is ever going forward, or may -ealily 
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be fet on foot, may, with greater facility, 
contract a habit of fying from a companion, 
who, if infipid and unpleafing to her, will 
be, of all companions, the moft infipid and 
unpleafing, herfelf. But it is in the metro- 
polis that amufements, and all the tempt- 
ations which flow from amufements, are 
concentered. So various are the fcenes of 
public divertion, fo various the parties of 
private entertainment, which London affords 
in the evening ; fo numerous are the fpec- 
tacles and exhibitions of wonders in nature 
or in art, and the attraCtive occupations 
properly to be claffed under the head of 
amufement, which obtrude on the leifure 
of morning in the capital and its environs ; 
fo magnetic is the example of wealth, and 
rank, and fafhion, that fhe who approaches 
the {tream with a mind unfteadied by thofe 
principles of moderation and fobriety which 
are eflential to the Chriftian character, will 
probably be hurried away far from her 
proper courfe, or éven fucked into the 
vortex, and whirled, day after day, and 
year after year, in a never-ending round of 
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_If the metropolis be the fpot in which 
the danger of becoming abforbed in amufe- 
ments is moft formidable ; the {cenes of re- 
fort, whether inland or on the fea-coaft, 
which are diftinguifhed by the general de- 
nomination of Public Places, exhibit it in 
a degree but little inferior. Of fuch places, 
the predominant fpirit is thoughtleffnels. 
And thoughtleffnefs, ever weary of its own 
vacuity, flies with reftlefs ardour from di- 
verfion to diverfion ; and ftimulates the in- 
herent love of entertainment, which, in moft 
perfons, requiresratherto be moderated than 
to be inflamed. The contagion fpreads, in 
the firft place, among thofe whofe prefence 
is owing to other caufes than ficknefs: but, 
in a fhort time, it extends to many perfons 
who are come in queft of health ; and often 
affects them fo powerfully, that the hurry 
of the evening more than counterbalances 
the falubrious influence of air and of waters. 
Let it be remembered, however, that there 
is no place which affords an exemption 
from the obligation of rational purfuits and 
mental improvement ; nor any plate which 
does not afford opportynities for rational 
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purfuits and mental improvement to thofe 
who are inclined to make ufe of them. 


The true fecret of happinefs is to learn 
to place delight in the performance of duty. 
This temper, the temper of a genuine Chrif- 
tian, repreffes, in proportion as it is ac- 
quired, the feverifh thirft for amufements. 
Motives which addrefs themfelves to the 
underftanding may check it occafionally 
and partially : this goes to the fource of the 
evil, by fixing the remedy in the heart. 
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CHAP. X. 
ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 


Tim is a facred truft configned to us by 
the Creator of the univerfe. To ufe it 
well is a leffon, which duty and intereft 
concur to fuggeft. The duration of the 
period to be confided to our management, 
though predetermined from the beginning 
in the counfels of Omnifcience, is undif- 
clofed to the individual concerned, and is 
placed beyond the reach of every prin- 
ciple of calculation; that ignorance and 
uncertainty refpeCting the future may 
operate as a continual and powerful ad- 
monition wifely to employ the prefent 
hour. The paffing moment, incapable of 
being recalled, and if once wafted, wafted 
for ever, reiterates the admonition. Would 
you perceive, even now, in their true 
colours the ingratitude and the folly of 
{quandering fo precious a depolit? Reflect 
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on the gracious purpofes, for the accom- 
plifhment of which it is committed to you. 
Refle& how plainly incompatible a habit 
of. fquandering it is, with the frame of 
mind which is the fruit of Chriftianity. 
Refe& on the infinite importance which 
you will hereafter attach to time paf, 
when the confequences flowing from the 
right or the wrong ufe of it will be dif- 
cerned and felt by you in their full extent. 


To occupy the mind with ufeful em- 
ployments is among the beft methods of 
guarding it from furrendering itfelf to dif- 
fipation. To occupy it with fuch employ- 
ments regularly, is among the beft methods 
of leading it to love them. Young women 
fometimes complain, and more frequently 
the complaint is made for them, that they 
have nothing todo. Yet few complaints 
are urged with lefs foundation. To pre- 
fcribe to a young perfon of the female fex 
the precife occupations to which fhe fhould 
devote her time, is impoffible. It would 
be to attempt to limit, by inapplicable 
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rules, what muft vary according to cir- 
cumftances which cannot previoully be 
afcertained. Differences in point of health, 
of intellect, of tafte, and a thoufand name- 
lefs particularities of family occurrences 
and local fituation, claim, in each indi- 
vidual cafe, to be taken into the account. 
Some general reflections, however, may be 
offered. 


I advert not yet to the occupations which 
flow from the duties of matrimonial life. 
When, to the rational employments open 
to all women, the entire fuperintendence of 
domeftic ceconomy is added; when parental 
cares and duties prefs forward to affume 
the high rank in a mother’s breaft to which 
they are entitled; to complain of the difi- 
culty of finding proper methods of occupy- 
ing time, would be a lamentation which 
nothing but politenefs could preferve from 
being received by the auditor with a fmile. 
But in what manner, I hear it replied, are 
they, who are not wives and mothers, to 
bufy themfelves? Even at prefent young 
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women in general, notwithftanding all their 
efforts to quicken and enliven the flow- 
paced hours, appear, if we may judge from 
their countenances and their language, not 
unfrequently to feel themfelves unfuccefsful. 
If drefs then, and what is called diffipation; 
are not to be allowed to fill fo large a {pace 
in the courfe of female life as they now 
overfpread ; and your delire extremely to 
curtail them in the exercife of this branch 
of their eftablifhed prerogative is, by no’ 
means, equivocal; how are well-bred 
women to fupport themfelves in the fingle 
ftate through the difmal vacuity that feems 
to await them? This queftion it may be 
fufficient to anfwer by another. If young 
and well-bred women are not accuftomed, 
in their fingle ftate, regularly to affign a 
large proportion of their hours to ferious 
and inftru€tive occupations; what pro- 
fpect, what hope is there, that, when mar- 
ried, they will aflume habits to which they 
have ever been ftrangers, and exchange- 
idlenefs and volatility for fteadinefs and 
exertion ? 
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To every woman, whether fingle of 
married, the habit of regularly allotting to 
improving books a portion of each day, 
and, as far as may be practicable, at ftated 
hours, cannot be too ftrongly recommended. 
I ufe the term improving in a large fenfe ; 
as comprehending whatever writings may 
contribute to her virtue, her ufefulnefs, and 
her innocent fatisfaftion, to her happinefs 
in this world and in the next. She who 
believes that fhe is to furvive in another 
ftate of being through eternity, and is duly 
impreffed by the awful conviction, will fix 
day by day her moft ferious thoughts on 
the inheritance to which fhe afpires. Where 
her treafure is, there will her heart be alfo. 
She will not be feduced from an habitual 
ftudy of the Holy Scriptures, and of other 
works calculated to imprint on her bofom 
the comparatively fimall importance of the 
pains and pleafures of this period of ex- 
iftence ; and to fill her with that know- 
ledge, and infpire her with thofe views 
and difpofitions, which may lead her to 
delight in the prefent fervice of her Maker, 
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and enable her to rejoice in the contem- 
plation of futurity; With the time allotted 
to the regular perufal of the word of God, 
and of performances which inculcate the 
priaciples and enforce and illuftrate the 
rules of Chriftian duty, no other kind of 
reading ought to be permitted to interfere. 
At other parts of the day let hiftory, bio- 
graphy, poetry, or fome of the various 
branches of elegant and profitable know- 
ledge, pay their tribute of inftrudtion 
and amufement. But let her ftudies be 
confined within the ftricteft limits of pu- 
rity. Let whatever fhe perufes in her moft 
private hours be fuch as fhe needs not to 
be afhamed of reading aloud to thofe, whofe 
good opinion fhe is moft anxious to deferve. 
Let her remember that there is an all-fee- 
ing eye, which is ever fixed upon her, even 
in her clofeft retirement. Let her not in- 
dulge herfelf in the frequent perufal of 
writings, however interefting in their na- 
ture, however eminent in a literary point 
of view, which are likely to inflame pride, 
and to infpire falfe notions of generofity, 
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of feeling, of fpirit, or of any.other quality 
deemed to contribute to-excellence of cha- 
radter. Such unhappily are the effects to 
be apprehended from the works even of fe- 
veral of our diftinguifhed writers, in profe 
or in verfe.. And let her accuftom herfelf 
regularly to bring the fentiments which fhe 
reads, and: the condu& which is defcribed 
in terms, more or lefs-ftrong, of applaufe 
and recommendation, to the teft of Chrift- 
ian principles. In proportion as this prac- 
tice is purfued or negleCted, reading will 
be profitable, or the reverfe. 


There is one fpecies of writings which 
obtains from a confiderable proportion of 
the female fex a reception much more fa- 
vourable than is ‘accorded to other kinds of 
compofition more ‘worthy of encourage- 
ment. It is fcarcely neceflary to add the 
name of novels and of romances. Works 
of this nature not unfrequently deferve the 
praife of ingenuity of plan and contrivance, 
of accurate and well fupported difcrimina- 
tion of charagter, and of force and elegance 
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of language. Some of them have pro- 
feffedly been compofed with a defign to 
favour the interefts of morality. Andamong 
thofe which are deemed to have on the 
whole a moral tendency, a very few per- 
haps might be felected, which are not liable 
to the difgraceful charge of being contami- 
nated occafionally by incidents and paflages 
unfit to be prefented to the reader. This 
charge, however, may fo very generally be 
alleged with juftice, that even of .the novels 
which poffefs highand eftablifhed reputation, 
by far the greater number is totally improper, 
in confequence of fuch admixture, to be pe- 
rufed by the eye of delicacy. Poor indeed 
are the fervices rendered to virtue by a 
writer, however he may boaft that the objet 
of his performance is to exhibit the vicious 
as infamous and unhappy, who, in tracing 
the progrefs of vice to infamy and un- 
happinefs, introduces the reader to fcenes 
and language adapted to wear away the 
quick feelings of modefty, which form at 
once the ornament and the fafeguard of in- 
nocence; and hike the bloom upon a plumb, 
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if once effaced, commonly difappear for 
ever. To indulge in a pradtice of reading 
novels is, in feveral other particulars, 
liable to produce mifchievous effects. Such 
compofitions are, to moft perfons, extremely 
engaging. That ftory muft be fingularly 
barren, or wretchedly told, of which, after 
having heard the beginning, we defire not 
to know the end. To the pleafure of learn- 
ing the ultimate fortunes of the heroes and 
heroines of the tale, the novel commonly 
adds, in a greater or in a lefs degree, that 
which arifes from animated defcription, 
from lively dialogue, or from interefting 
fentiment. Hence the perufal of one pub- 
lication of this clafs leads, with much more 
frequency than is the cafe with refpect to 
works of other kinds, {except perhaps of 
dramatic writings, to which moft of the 
prefent remarks may be transferred,) to the 
{peedy perufal of another. Thus a habit is 
formed, a habit at firft, perhaps, of limited 
indulgence, but a habit that is continually 
found more formidable and more encroach- 


ing. The appetite becomes too keen to 
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be denied: and in proportion as it is more 
urgent, grows lefs nice and fele& in its 
fare. What would formerly have given 
offence, now gives none. The palate 
is vitiated or made dull, The produce 
of the book-club, and the contents of 
the circulating library, are devoured with 
indifcriminate and infatiable avidity (4), 
Hence the mind is fecretly corfupted. 
Let it be obferved too, that in exaé cor- 
re{pondence with the increafe of a paffion 
for reading novels, an averfon to reading 
of a more improving nature will gather 
ftrength. Even in the clafs of novels leaft 
objectionable in point of delicacy, falfe 


(p) Of the books provided by moft of the Circulating 
Libraries now fo generally eftablifhed, the principal part 
confits of novels: and the paffion for that fpecies of read- 
ing may almoft univerfally be gratified at a trifling expence. 
The mifchief done is extreme ; and its worft effeéts are on 
the female mind. Book-clubs, which under regulations 
fufficiently ftri& may be the means of conveniently obtain- 
ing much pleafure and inftruétion, are frequently conta- 
minated by publicetions breathing the contagion of folly 
and vice. Thefe books travel in routine from houfe to 
houfe, obtrude themfelves on thofe who would not have 
fought for them, and feldom depart unperufed. 
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fentiment unfitting the mind for fober 
life, applaufe and cenfure diftributed amifs, 
morality eftimated by an erroneous ftand- 
ard, and the capricious Jaws and empty 
fanctions of honour fet up in the place of 
religion, are the leffons ufually prefented. 
There is yet another confequénce too im- 
portant to be overlooked. The cataf- 
trophe and the incidents of thefe fictitious 
narratives commonly turn on the viciffi- 
tudes and effes of a paffion the moft 
powerful of all thofe, which agitate: the 
human heart. Hence the ftudy of them 
frequently creates a fufceptibility of im- 
preffion, and a premature warmth of tender 
emotions, which, not to fpeak of other 
poflible effects, have been known to betray 
young women into a fudden attachment to 
perfons unworthy of their affe€tion, and 
thus to hurry them into marriages ter- 
minating in unhappinels. - 


In addition to the regular habit of ufeful 
reading, the cuftum of committing to the 
memory feleét‘and amplé portions of poetic 
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compolitions, not for the purpofe of oken- 
tatioufly quoting them in mixed company, 
but for the fake of private improvement, 
deferves, in gonfequence of its beneficial 
tendency, to be mentioned with a very high 
degree of praife. The mind is thus ftored 
with a lating treafure of fentiments and 
ideas, combined by writers of tranfcendent 
genius and vigorous imagination ; clothed 
in appropriate, nervous, and glowing lan- 
guage; and imprefled by the powers of 
cadence and harmony. . Let the poetry, 
however, be well chofen. Let ‘it be fuch 
as elevates the heart with thé atdour of dee 
votion ; adds energy and grace to precepts 
of morality; kindles benevolence by pathetic 
narrative and reflection; enters with ‘accurate 
and lively defcription -into the varieties of 
character ; or prefents vivid pictures of what 
is grand or beautiful in the icenery of na- 
ture. Such are, in general, the works of 
Milton, of Thompfon, of Gray, of Mafon, 
of Beattie, and of Cowper. It is thus 
that the beauty and grandeur of nature will 
be;gqntemplated with new pleafure. Itis thus 
that fafte will be called forth,. exerciled, 
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and corrected. It is thus that judgement 
will be ftrengthened, virtuous emotions che- 
rifhed, piety animated and exalted. At all 
times, and under every circumftance, the 
heart, penetrated with religion, will delight 
itfelf in the recolleétion of paffages, which 
difplay the perfeGtions of that Being on 
whom it trufts, and the glorious hopes to 
the accomplifhment of which it humbly 
Jooks forward. When affliction weighsdown 
the fpirits, or ficknefs the ftrength, it is then 
that the cheering influence of that recol- 
lection will be doubly felt. When old age, 
difabling the fufferer from the frequent ufe 
of books obliges the mind to turn inward 
upon itfelf; the memory, long retentive, 
even in its decay, of the acquifitions which 
it had attained and valued in its early vi- 
gour, ftill fuggefts the lines which have 
again and again diffufed rapture through the 
bofom of heaith, and are yet capable of 
overfpreading the hours of decrepitude and 
the couch of pain with confolation. 


But it is not from books alone that a 
confiderate young woman is to feek her 
improve- 
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improvement and her gratifications. The 
difcharge of relative duties, and the exercife 
of benevolence, form additional fources of ac- 
tivityand enjoyment. To give delight in the 
affectionate intercourfe of domeftic fociety ; 
to relieve a parent in the fuperintendence of 
family affairs ; to fmooth the bed of fick- 
nefs, and cheer the decline of age; to ex- 
amine into the wants and diftreffes of the 
female inhabitants of the neighbourhood ; 
to promote ufeful inftitutions for the com- 
fort of mothers, and for the inftruGion of 
children; and to give to thofe inftitutions 
that degree of attention, which, without re- 
quiring either much time or much perfonal 
trouble, will facilitate their eftablifhment 
and extend their ufefulnefs: thefe are em- 
ployments congenial to female fympathy ; 
employments in the precife line of female 
duty; employments which diffufe genuine 
and lafting confolation among thofe whom 
they are defigned to benefit, and never fail 
to meliorate the heart of her who is en- 
gaged in them. 


In 
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In pointing out what ought to be done 
let juftice be rendered to what has been done. 
In the difcharge of the domeftic: offices of 
kindnefs, and in the exercife of charitable 
and friendly regard to the neighbouring 
poor, women in general are exemplary. In 
the latter branch of Chriflian virtue, an ac- 
cefon of energy has been witneiled within 
afew years. Many ladies have fhewn, and 
{till continue to fhew, their earneft folicitude 
for the welfare of the wretched and the ig-. 
norant, by {pontaneoully eftabiifhing fchools 
of induftry and of religious inftruction; and 
with a ftill more beneficial warmth of be- 
nevolence, have taken the regular inf{pec- 
tion of them upon themfelves. May they 
ftedfaftly perfevere, and be imitated by 
numbers ! 


Among the employments of time, which, 
though regarded with due attention by many 
young women, are more or lefs neglected 
by a confiderable :ntimber, moderate exer- 
cife in the open air claims to be noticed, 
Sedentary confinement in het apartments on 
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the one hand, and public diverfiohs fre- 
quented on the other, in buildings ftill 
-more crowded 4nd ftifling, are often per- 
mitted fo to occupy the time as by degrees 
even to wear away the relifh for the freth- 
nefs of a pure atmofphere, for the beauties 
and amufements of the garden, and for 
thofe “ rural fights and rural founds,” 
which delight the mind uncorrupted by 
idlenefs, folly, or vice. Enfeebled health, 
a capricious temper, low and irritable {pirits, 
and the lofs of many pure and continually 
recurring enjoyments, are among the con- 
fequences of fuch mifconduct. 


But though books obtain their reafonable 
portion of the day, though health has been 
contulted, the demands of immediate duty 
fulfilled, and the dittates of benevolence 
obeyed, there will yet be hours remaining 
unoccupied ; hours for which no {pecific 
employment has yet been provided, For 
fuch hours it is not the intention of thefe 
pages to prefcribe any {pecitic employment. 
What if fome {pace be affigned to the ufeful 
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and elegant arts of female induftry? But 
is induftry to poffefs them all? Let the 
innocent amufements which home furnifhes 
claim their fhare. It is a claim which fhall 
cheerfully be allowed. Do amufements 
abroad offer their pretenfions? Neither 
fhall they, on proper occafions, be unheard. 
A well-regulated life will never know a 
vacuum fufficient to require a large fhare of 
public amufements to fill it, 
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CHAP. XI. 


CONSIDERATIONS ANTECEDENT TO 
MARRIAGE. 


Tx the preceding pages, which have had 
an evident and primary reference to the 
fituation of unmarried women, I have been 
under the neceffity of {peaking largely con- 
cerning various duties, which appertain 
equally to thofe who are no longer fingle. 
I have to entreat the reader, if of the 
latter defcription, ftill to regard the fore- 
going part of this treatife as addrefled alfo 
to hecfelf; if of the former, to believe 
herfelf, even at prefent, concerned in many 
of the fubfequent obfervations, though 
they fhould feem to refer folely to a con- 
dition of life into which fhe has not yet 
entered. 


It will be proper, however, before the 


duties of a married woman are particu- 
larifed, 
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larifed, to be explicit concerning fome 
points, on attention to which the proba- 
bility of happinefs in matrimonial life radi- 
cally depends. 


The profpect of pafling a fingle month 
with an acquaintance, whofe fociety we 
know to be unpleafing, is a profpe@ from 
which every mind recoils. Were the time 
of intercourfe antecedently fixed to extend 
to a year, or to a longer period, our repug- 
nance would be proportionally great. Were 
the term to reach to the death of one of 
the parties, the évil would appear in fore- 
fight {carcely to be endured. But further ; 
Jet it be fuppofed, not only that the par- 
ties were to be bound during their joint 
lives to the fociety of each other; but 
that their interefts were to be infeparably 
blended together in all circumftances. 
And, in the next place, let it alfo be fup- 
pofed that the two parties were not to 
engage in this affociation on terms of 
perfe& equality; but that one of them 
was neceflarily to be placed as to various 
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particulars, in a ftate of fubordination to 
the other. What caution would be.requi- 
fite in each of the parties, what efpecial 
caution would be requifite in the party 
deftined to fubordination, antecedently to 
fuch an engagement ! How diverfified, how 
ftri&t, how perfeyering fhould be the in- 
quiries of each refpecting the other, and 
efpecially of the latter refpecting the for 
mer! Unlefs the difpofitions, the temper, 
the habits, the genuine character, and in- 
moft principles were mutually known; 
what rational hope, what tolerable chance 
of happincfs could fubfift? And if hap- 
pinefs fhould not be the lot of the two 
ailociates, would not their difquietudes be 
proportionate to the clofenefs of their 
union? Let this reafoning be transferred 
to the cafe of marriage. 


Whether marriage eftablifhes between 
the hufband and the wife a perfec equality 
of rights, or conveys to the former a cer- 
tain degree of fuperiority over the latter, 
is a point not left among Chriftians to be 
decided 
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decided by fpeculative arguments. The 
intimation of the divine will, communi- 
cated to the firft woman immediately after 
the fall, is corroborated by various injunc- 
tions delivered in the New Teftament. 
“ Let the wife fee that fhe reverence her 
“ hufband.”—“ Wives, fubmit yourfelves 
“ unto your own hufbands as unto the 
“ Lord; for the hufband is the head of 
“ the wife, even as Chrift is the head of 
“ the church ;—therefore as the church is 
* fubject unto Chrift, fo let the wives be to 
“ their own hufbands in every thing (g).” 
The command in the fecond of thefe paf- 
fages is fo explicit, and illuftrated by a 
comparifon fo impreffive, that it is need- 
lefs to recite other texts of a fimilar im- 
port. The obedience, however, which is 
here enjoined by the Apoftle, is not un- 
limited obedience, Were a hufband pre- 
fumptuoufly to require his wife to infringe 
the property or other rights of a third 


(4) Ephef. v. 33.—22. 24.—See alfo Coloff, iii. 18.— 

1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35-—1 Tjm. i. tt. 15.—Titus, i. 5. 
1 Peter, in. 1. 
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pérfon, or to tranfgrefs any of the divine 
laws, fhe would be bound to obey God 
rather than man. And it is very poffible 
that he might be in other refpects fo un- 
reafonable and injurious in his injunéticns, 
that fhe might with juftice conceive her- 
felf exempted, as to thofe particular in- 
ftances, from thé obligation of implicit 
fubmiffion to his authority. St. Paul di- 
rects children to obey their parents, and 
fervants their matters, “ in aX things (r).” 
Yet it is manifeft that his dire€tion was not 
intended to reach to things finful, nor 
‘perhaps to other extreme cafes which 
might be devifed. It is reafonable, there- ' 
fore, and it is alfo conformable to the 
general mode of conveying moral dire@t- 
ions which is adopted in the Scriptures, to 
underftand his ftrong declaration concern- 
ing the authority of a hufband as limited 
by reftri€tions and exceptions, correfpond- 
ing to thofe with which his equally ftrong 
declarations concerning the authority of 
parents and of mafters are manifeftly to be 


(r) Coloff. iii. 20. 22. 
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underftood. But though in cafes fuch as 
have been fuppofed the duty of female 
obedience is fufpended, it is fufpended in 
thefe only. She who is commanded to 
“ be fubje&t to her head, the hufband, as 
“ the church is fubjed to Chrift, its head,” 
cannot reafonably doubt that under all other 
circumflances faithful and willing obedi- 
ence is a branch of her. connubial duty. 


A branch of duty in its nature fo im- 
portant and extenfive, ought to be con- 
fidered antecedently to marriage with reli- 
gious fcrupuloufnefs. And while the ob- 
ligation is acknowledged, let not the ends 
for which it is impofed be mifconceived. 
Let not pride or ignorance be for a mo- 
ment permitted to fuggeft that the Father 
ef the univerfe, in allotting obedience to 
the wife, has difplayed a partial regard to 
the welfare and comfort of the hufband. 
Eternal wifdom, incapable of error and of 
¢aprice, has in this difpenfation confulted. 
her happinefs no lefs than that of her affo- 
eiate. You admit that it was defirable to 
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prevent or to leffen the bickerings, the 
conflicts, the pertinacious contrariety of 
plans and projects, which, in a ftate im- 
perfe& as human nature is, would perpe- 
tually arife and involve families in unceaf- 
ing confufion, were each party free from 
any obligation to acquiefce in the decifion 
of the other. By what method then, 
were we to confult the diftates of unbiaffed 
judgement, fhould we deem the obje& 
moft likely to be attained? Undoubtedly 
by the method which Providence has 
adopted ; by affigning to one of the part- 
ners in marriage a fixed pre-eminence over 
the other. If this point be once conceded, 
there cannot be room for much hefitation 
as to the only remaining queftion: to 
which of the two parties would it be 
wifeft and beft that the pre-eminence 
fhould be affigned? It is on man that the 
burden of the moft laborious offices in life, 
of thofe offices which require the greateft 
exertions, the deepeft reflection, and the 
moft comprehenfive judgement, isdevolved. 
Man, that he may be qualified for the dif- 
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charge of thefe offices, has been furnifhed 
by his Creator with powers of inveftigation 
and of forefight in a fomewhat larger mea- 
fure than the other fex, who have been 
recompenfed by an ample fhare of mental 
endowments of a different kind. It feems 
therefore an appointment both reafonable 
in its nature, and moft conducive to the 
happinefs, not only of the man himfelf, 
but of his wife, of his children, and of all 
his connections, that he fhould be the per- 
fon to whom the fuperiority fhould be com- 
mitted. But Heaven has not left the wife 
deftitute or negle@ted. Security is provided 
for her in various ways againft an arbitrary 
and tyrannical exercife of power on the 
part of the hufband. Some limitations to 
which his authority is fubje€ted have al- 
ready been noticed. Thefe, if he deferve 
the name of a Chriftian, he well knows. 
Ile knows too, that if he be entrufted 
with power, he atts under a proportionate 
refponfibility, that he a¢ts under the all- 
fceing eye of his future Judge. And if 
the Scriptures are on the one hand exprefs 
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in enjoining obedience to the wife; they 
are no lefs explicit on the other in remind- 
ing the hufband of the mildnefs, the con- 
ciliating forbearance, the lively and never- 
failing tendernefs of affection, which every 
branch of his behaviour towards his part- 
ner ought to difplay ; and of the readinefs 
with which he ought to make large facri- 
fices of perfonal inclination, eafe, and 
intereft, when effential to her permanent 
welfare. ‘“ Hufbands, love your wives, 
“ and be not bitter againft them (s).” “ Ye 
“ hufbands, dwell with your wives accord- 
“ing to knowledge; giving honour unto 
“ the wife, as unto the weaker veffel (z).” 
“ Hufbands, love your wives, as Chrift alfo 
“ loved the Church, and gave himfelf for 
é it (u) If a woman marry a perfon 
without having fufficient reafon to be fatis- 
fied, from a&tual knowledge of his charac- 
ter, that the commands of the Scriptures 
will decide his general conduct, the fault 
furely is her own. 


{«) Coloff. iii. 19. (+) 1 Pet. iii. qe (u) Ephef. v. 25. 
R3 The 
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The foundation of the greater portion of 
the unhappinefs which clouds matrimonial 
life, is to be fought in the unconcern fa 
prevalent in the world, as to thofe radical 
principles on which character and the per- 
manence of character depend,—the princi- 
ples of religion. Popular language indi- 
cates the ftate of popular opinion. If an 
union about to take place, or recently con- 
tracted, between two young perfons, be 
mentioned in converfation; the firt queftion 
which we hear afked concerning it is, 
whether it be a good match. The very 
countenance and voice of the inquirer, and 
of the anfwerer, the terms of the anfwer re- 
turned, and the obfervations, whether ex- 
preffive of fatisfaction or of regret, which 
fall from the lips of the company prefent 
in the circle, all concur to fhew what, in 
common eftimation, is meant by being well 
married. If a young woman be defcribed 
as thus married, the terms imply,.that fhe 
is united to a man whofe ftation and fortune 
are fuch, when compared with her own or 
thofe of her parents, that in point of prece- 
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dence, in point of command of finery and 
of money, the is, more or lefs, a gainer by 
the bargain. In high life they imply, that 
the will now pofflefs the enviable advantages 
of taking place of other ladies in the neigh- 
bourhood ; of decking herfelf out with 
jewels and lace; of inhabiting fplendid 
apartments ; rolling in handfome carriages ; 
gazing on numcrous fervants in gaudy li- 
veries: and of going to London, and other 
fafhionable fcenes of refort, all in a degree 
fomewhat higher than that in which a cal- 
culating broker, after poring on her pedi- 
gree, fumming up her property in hand, 
and computing, at the market price, what 
is contingent or in reverfion, would have 
pronounced her entitled to them. A few 
flight and obvious alterations would adapt 
the picture to the middle clafles of fociety. 
But what do the terms imply as to the cha- 
raéter of the man felected to be her huf- 
band? Probably nothing. His character 
is a matter which feldom enters into the 
confideration of the perfons who ufe them, 
unlefs it, at length, appears in the fhape of 
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an after-thought, or is awkwardly hitched 
into their remarks for the fake of decorum. 
If the terms imply any thing on this point, 
they mean no more than that he is not 
{candaloufly and notorioufly addicted to 
vice. He may be covetous, he may be 
proud, he may be ambitious, he may be 
malignant, he may be devoid of Chriftian 
principles, pradtice, and belief; or, to fay 
the very leaft, it may be totally unknown 
whether he daes not fall, in every particular, 
under this defcription; and yet, in the lan- 
guage and in the opinion of the generality 
of both fexes, the match is excellent. In 
like manner a diminution of power as to 
the fuppofed advantages already enume- 
rated, though counterpoifed by the acqui- 
fition of a companion eminent for his vir- 
tues, is fuppofed to conftitute a bad match ; 
and is univerfally lamented in polite meet- 
ings with real or affeéted concern. The 
good or bad fortune of a young man in the 
choice of a wife is eftimated according to 
the fame rules. 
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From thofe who contract marriages, el- 
ther chiefly, or in a confiderable degree, 
through motives of intereft or of ambition, 
it would be folly to expeé previous folici- 
tude refpeCting piety of heart. And it would 
be equal folly to expec that fuch marri- 
ages, however they may anfwer the pur- 
potes of intereft or of ambition, fhould ter- 
minate otherwife than in wretchednelfs. 
Wealth may be fecured ; rank may be ob- 
tained; but if wealth and rank are to be 
main ingredients in the cup of matrimonial 
felicity, the pure and fweet wine will be 
exhaulted at once, and nothing remain but 
bitter and corrofive dregs. When attach- 
ments are free from the contamination of 
fuch ynworthy motives, it by no means 
always follows that much attention is paid 
to intrinfic excellence of moral and religious 
character. Affection, quick-fighted in dif- 
cerning, and diligent in fcrutinifing, the 
minuteft circumftances which contribute to 
fhew whether it is met with reciprocal fince- 
rity and ardor, is, in other refpedts, pur- 
blind and inconfiderate, It magnifies good 
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qualities which exift; it feems to itfelf to 
perceive merits which, to other eyes, are 
invifible ; it gives credit for what it wifhes 
to difcover ; it enquires not, where it fears 
adifappointment. It forgets that the fpirit 
of the fcriprural command “ not to be 
“ yoked unequally with unbelievers,” a 
command reiterated in other parts of holy 
writ, may juftly be deemed to extend to 
all cafes, in which there is reafon to ap- 
prehend that religion is not the great ope- 
rative principle in the mind of the man. 
Yet on what grounds can a woman hope 
for the bleffing of God on a marriage con- 
tracted without regard to his injunétions ? 
What fecurity can fhe have for happinefs, 
as depending on the condu& of her huf- 
band, if the only foundation on which con- 
fidence can be fafely repofed, be wanting ? 
And ought fhe not, in common prudence, 
to confider it as wanting, until the is tho- 
roughly convinced of its exiftence? He 
whofe ruling principle is that of ftedfaft 
obedience to the laws of God, has a pledge 
to give, and it is a pledge worthy of being 
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trufted, that he will difcharge his duty to 
his fellow-creatures, according to the dif- 
ferent relations in which he may be placed. 
Every other bond of confidence is brittle 
as a thread, and looks fpecious only te 
prove delufive. A woman who receives 
for her hufband a perfon of whofe moral 
and religious character fhe knows no more 
than that it is outwardly decent, ftakes her 
welfare upon a very hazardous experiment. 
She who marries a man not entitled even 
to that humble praife, in the hope of re- 
claiming him, ftakes it on an experiment 
in which there is icarcely a chance of her 
fuccefs, 


Among various abfurd and mifchievous 
leffons which young women were accul- 
tomed in the lalt age to learn from dramatic 
reprefentations, one-of the moft abfurd 
and mifchievous was this: that a man of 
vicious character was very eafily reformed ; 
and that he was particularly likely, when 
once reformed, to make a defirable and 
exemplary hufband, At the conclufion of 

almoft 


rcin.org.pl 


252 CONSIDERATIONS ANTECEDENT 


almoft every comedy the hero of the piece, 
fignalized throughout its progrefs by qua- 
lities and condud radically incompatible 
with the exiftence of matrimonial happi- 
nefs, was introduced upon the ftage as 
having experienced a fudden change of 
heart, and become a convert, as by a mira- 
cle, to the ways of religion and virtue. The 
fame prepofterotis reformation occafionally 
finds a place in compofitions of modern 
date. The reafons which have induced 
many writers, by no means unfkilled in 
the fcience of human nature, to conftruét 
their dramas on a plan fo unnatural, are 
evident. Following the bent of his own 
contaminated mind, or folicitous only to 
fuit the tafte of a corrupted audience, the 
author conceived immorality feafoned with 
wit to furnifh the moft copious and attrac- 
tive fund of entertainment. He formed 
his plot, drew his characters, and arranged 
his incidents, accordingly. His cataftrophe 
was to turn on the ufual hinge, marriage. 
But though he had, without fcruple, exhi- 
bited his hero through four entire aéts, and 
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three quarters of the fifth, as unprincipled ; 
yet in the final fcene to unite him unprin- 
cipled as he was to the lady of his wifhes, 
alady whom it had been found conve- 
nient to reprefent throughout the drama in 
a much more refpectable light than her 
intended hufband, was an indecorum too 
flagrant to be hazarded. For form’s fake, 
therefore, it was neceffary that a reform- 
ation, and through want of time that an 
inftantaneous reformation, fhould be fup- 
pofed to be wrought in his heart. Let the 
female fex be affured, that whenever on the 
{tage of real life an irreligious and immoral 
young man is fuddenly found, on the eve 
of matrimony, to change his external con~ 
duat, and to recommend himfelf by pro- 
feffions of a determination to amend; the 
probability that the change is adopted, as 
in the theatre, for the fake of form and 
convenience, and that it will not be durable 
after the purpofes of form and convenience 
fhall have been anfwered by it, is one of 
thofe which approach the neareft to cer- 
tainty. 

The 
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The truths which have been inculcated 
as furnifhing the only foundation for ra- 
tional hopes of happinefs in marriage 
are fuch as ought to be eftablifhed in the 
mind, while the affections are yet unen- 
gaged. When the heart has received an 
impreffion, reafon acts feebly or treacher- 
oufly. But let not the recent impreffion 
be permitted to fink deeper, ere the habi- 
tual principles and conduct of him who 
has made it fhall have been aftertained. 
On thefe points in particular, points which 
a young woman cannot herfelf poffefs ade- 
quate means of inveftigating, let the advice 
and inquiries of virtuous relatives be foli- 
cited. Let not their opinions, though the 
purport of them fhould prove unacceptable, 
be undervalued; nor their remonftrances, 
if they fhould remonftrate, be conftrued as 
unkindnefs. Let it be remembered that, 
although parental authority can never be 
juftified in conftraining a daughter to marry 
again{ft her will; there are many cafes in 
which it may be juftified in requiring her 
to paufe. Let it be remembered that, if 
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the fhould unite herfelf to a man who is 
not under the habitual influence of Chrif- 
tianity, unfettled as to its principles, or care- 
łefs as to fome of its practical duties; fhe 
has to dread not only the rifk of perfonal 
unhappinefs from his conduct towards her, 
but the dangerous contagion of intimate 
example. She has to dread that his irre- 
ligion may infeét herfelf, his unfteadinels 
may render her unfteady, his careleffnefs 
may teach her to be carelefs. Does the 
feene appear in profpect gloomy or am- 
biguous? Let her be wife, let her exert 
herfelf, before it be too late. It is better 
to encounter prefent anxiety, than to avoid 
it at the expence of greater and durable 
evils. And even if affection has already 
acquired fuch force, as not to be reprefled 
without very painful ftruggles; let her be 
confoled and animated by the confciouf- 
nefs that the facrifice is to prevent, while 
prevention is yet in her power, years of 
danger and of mifery ; that it is an act not 
only of ultimate kindnefs to herfelf, but 
of duty to God; and that every a&t of 
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humble and perfevering duty may hope to 
receive, in a better world, a reward pro- 
portioned to the feverity of the trial. 


In a anion fo intimate as that of matri- 
monial life thofe diverfities in temper, ha- 
bits, and inclinations, which in a lefs clofé 
connection might not have been diftinAly 
perceived, or would have attracted notice 
but feldom, unavoidably fwell into import- 
ance. Hence, among the qualifications 
which influence the probability of connu- 
bial comfort, a general fimilarity of difpo- 
fition between the two parties is one of 
efpecial moment. Where ftrong affeGion 
prevails, a {pirit of accommodation will 
prevail alio. Dut it is not defirable that 
the fpirit of accommodation fhould be fub- 
jected to rigorous or very frequent experi- 
ments. Great difparity in age between a 
hufband and a wife, or a wide difference 
in rank antecedently to marriage, is, on 
this account, liable to be productive of 
difquietude. The fprightlinefs of youth 
feems levity, and the fobriety of maturer 
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years to be tin@ured with morofenefs, 
when clofely contrafted. A fudden intro- 
du&ion to affluence, a fudden and great 
elevation in the fcale of fociety, are apt to 
intoxicate; and a fudden reduétion in out- 
ward appearance to be felt as degrading. 
Inftances, howevet, are not very rare in 
which the force of affection, of good fenfe, 
and of good principles, fhews itfelf per- 
manently fuperior to the influence of caufes, 
which, to minds lefs happily attempered, 
and lefs under the guidance of religious 
motives, prove fources of anxiety and 
vexation. 


To delude a young man by encouraging 
his attentions for the pleafure of exhibiting 
him as a conqueft, for the purpofe of ex- 
citing the affiduities of another perfon, or 
from any motive except the impulfe of 
mutual regard, is a proceeding too plainly 
repugnant to juftice, and to delicacy of fen- 
timent, to require much obfervation. On 
fuch fubjeéts, even inadvertence is highly 
culpable. What, then, is the guilt of her, 
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who deliberately raifes hopes which fhe is 
refolved not to fulfil? 


There remains yet another caution re- 
lating to the prefent fubje@, which appears 
worthy of being fuggefted. A young wo- 
man, unbiaffed by interefted motives, is 
fometimes led to contra& a matrimonial 
engagement without fulpe€ting that fhe 
perhaps does not entertain for her intended 
hufband the warm and rooted affection 
neceflary for the confervation of connubial 
happinels. She beholds him with general 
approbation: fhe is confcious that there is 
no other perfon whom fhe prefers. to him: 
fhe receives lively pleafure from his atten- 
tions: and fhe imagines that fhe loves him 
with tendernefs and ardour. Yet it is very 
poffible that fhe may be unacquainted with 
the real ftate of her heart. Thoughtlefs 
inexperience, gentlenefs of difpofition, the 
quick fufceptibility of early youth, and 
chiefly perhaps the complacency which all 
perfons, whofe affeQions are not pre-occu- 
pied, feel towards thofe who diftinguith 
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them by particular proofs of regard, may 
have excited an indiftinét partiality which 
fhe miftakes for rivetted attachment. 
Many an unhappy wife has difcovered the 
miftake too late. 


It is highly defirable that a young wo- 
man as foon as ever fhe receives particular 
attentions from an individual of the other 
fex, fhould communicate with perfect 
opennefs the circumftance to her parents. 
And every young woman ought habitually 
to reflect, that her firt objet fhould not 
be to be fettled in matrimonial life, but to 
be prepared to do her duty in any fituation 
in which Providence may defign her to be 
placed. 
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CHAP. XII. 


ON THE DUTIES OF MATRIMONIAL 
LIFE, 


Amone the mot important of the du- 
ties peculiar to the fituation of a married 
woman, are to.be placed thofe arifing from 
the influence which fhe will naturally pof- 
fefs over the conduct and character of her 
bufband. If it be {carcely poffible for two 
perfons connected by the ties of common 
friendfhip, to live conftantly together, or 
even habitually to pafs much time in the 
fociety of each other, without gradually 
approaching nearer and nearer Ìn their 
fentiments and habits; fill lefs probable is 
it, that from the clofeft and moft attractive 
of all bands of union a fimilar effect fhould 
not be the refult. The effect will be expe- 
rienced by both parties, and perhaps in an 
equal degree. But if it be felt by one in a 
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greater degree than by the cther, it feems 
likely to be thus felt by the hufband. In 
female manners infpired by affcGlion, and 
bearing at once the ftamp of modefty and 
of good fenfe, example operates with a cap- 
tivating force which few bofoms can refift. ` 
When the heart is won, the judgement is 
eafily perfuaded. It waits not for the flow 
procefs of argument to prove that to be 
right, which it already thinks too amiable 
to be wrong. To the fafcinating charms 
of female virtue, when adorned by its 
higheft embellifhment, diffidence, the Scrip- 
tures themfelves bear teftimony. St. Peter, 
addreffing himfelf to married women, fome 
of whom, in thofe days, had been con- 
verted to. the Chriftian religion, while 
their hufbands remained yet in idolatry, 
fpeaks in the following terms: “ Like- 
“ wife, ye wives, be in fubjection to 
s your own hufbands; that if any obey 
“ not the word, they alfo, without the 
“ word, may be won by the converfation 
“ of the wives; while they behold your 
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“ chafte converfation coupled with fear (x).” 
To every woman who, in modern times, 
is unhappy enough to have a hufband 
ignorant of the evidence, unconvinced of 
the truth, regardlefs cf the precepts, or 
deftitute of the genuine fpirit of Chriftianity, 
this direction of the Apoftle indicates an ob- 
ject which ought to be among the neareft to 
her heart ; and at the fame time defcribes, 
with an accurate infight into the nature of 
the human mind, the methods from which, 
under the fuperintending control of Provi- 
dence, the attainment of it is to be expected. 
But it fpeaks to married women univerfally. 
To every one who difcerns in the behaviour 
of her hufband a habit of deviation, in any 
refpect, from the path of Chriftian reéti- 
tude, it fpeaks the language of inftruction 
and of encouragement. If the example of 
a wife endearing herfelf to her hufband by 
“ chafte converfation,” by purity of man- 
ners and of condu@, “coupled with fear,” 


(x) 1 Peter, iii. 3, 2. 
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united with modeft refpe& and unafluming 
mildnefs, would be thus efficacious in re- 
claiming a perfon immerfed in the darknefs 
and the immoralities of Paganifm ; fhall it 
now be without power to detach him, who 
daily beholds it, from {maller errors? Shall 
not the divine bleffing, which heretofore 
enabled it to do fo much, enable it now to 
do what is lefs? Its power is neither dimi- 
nifhed, nor forfaken of the divine bleffing. 
It labours in fecrecy and filence, unobtru- 
five and unfeen. But it is, at this hour, 
performing its part throughout every quar- 
ter of the Chriftian world, in weaning from 
prejudices, in difluading from vice, in fix- 
ing the wavering, in foftening the obdurate, 
in rendering virtue and holinefs beloved, in 
diffufing peace and happinefs, and in pre- 
paring thofe on whom it operates for higher 
felicity hereafter. Women appear to be, 
on the whole, more difpofed to religious 
confiderations than men. ‘They have 
minds more fufceptible of lively impref- 
fions, which religion is pre-eminent in pro- 
ducing. ‘They are lefs expofed than the 
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other fex to the temptations of grofs and 
open vice. They have quicker feelings of 
native delicacy, no inconfiderable fupports 
to virtue. They are more eafily excited 
to tendernefs, benevolence, and fympathy. 
And they are fubjected, in a peculiar de- 
gree, to viciflitudes of health adapted to 
awaken ferious thought, and to fet before 
them the profpeé and the confequences of 
diffolution. The fteady glow of piety ex- 
cited in the mind of the wife has, in num- 
berlefs inftances, diffufed itfelf through the 
breaft of the hufband. And in no in- 
ftances has it diffufed itfelf through his 
breaft, without adding to the warme of 
connubial affection. 


But never let it be forgotten that female 
example, if it be thus capable of befriend- 
ing the caufe of religion and the interefts 
of moral rectitude, is equally capable of 
proving itfelf one of the moft dangerous of 
their foes. We are all prone to copy a 
model, though a faulty model, which is 
continually before us, When the perfons 
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by whom it is exhibited are indifferent to 
us, we yet conform to it imperceptibly ; 
when they are efteemed and loved, we are 
enfnared into imitation even with open 
eyes. She who, at prefent, has no piety 
of heart, or fo far miftakes the effence of 
Chriftian piety as to regard it as a matter 
but of fecondary importance, knows not 
whether fhe fhall not have to anfwer at the 
day of retribution for having betrayed her 
hufband into a neglect of his eternal wel- 
fare. She who fets the pattern of flighting 
one Chriftian ordinance, of difobeying one 
Chriftian precept, contributes not only to 
lead her hufband into the fame fault, but 
likewife to weaken his attachment to every 
other Chriftian ordinance, and to impair the 
fenfe which he entertains, be it more or lefs 
ftrong, of the obligation and importance of 
the other precepts of the Gofpel. If you 
are little capable of being, in the moft im- 
portant points, a beneficial companion to 
your hufband, beware at leat of being a 
noxious affociate. If you are unable to 
forward his courfe in the path of virtue 
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and religion ; at leat beware that he be 
not impeded and mifled by failings bor- 
rowed from yourfelf. Be not however 
difpofed to conclude that your modeft en- 
deavours to promote his beft interefts are 
vain. “ Be not weary in well-doing,” nor 
defpair. Perfevere in your exertions, for 
your hufband’s fake as well as for your 
own. Unavailing as they have hitherto 
proved, at a future period they may be 
rendered by the bleffing of Providence fuc- 
cefsful. Even now, unpromifing as ap- 
pearances may be, you may have fown 
feed which, under the foftering influence 
of refle€tion, of ficknefs, and of forrow, 
may {pring up and bear excellent fruit 
hereafter. 


But, whatever be the influence which 
the amiable virtues of a wife may obtain 
over her hufband; let not the confciou{nefs 
of it ever lead her to feek opportunities of 
difplaying it, nor to cherifh a with to in- 
trude into thofe departments which belong 
not to her jurifdiGtion, Content with the 
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province which reafon and revelation have 
affigned to her, and fedulous to fulfil, with 
cheerful alacrity, the duties which they 
prefcribe; let her equally guard againft 
defiring to poffefs undue weight over her 
hufband’s conduat, and againft exercifing 
amifs that which properly belongs to her. 
Let her remember too that the juft regard, 
which has been acquired by artlefs attrac- 
tions, may be loft by unwarrantable and 
teafing competition. 


The love of power, congenial to the hu- 
man breaft, reveals itfelf into the two fexes 
under different forms, but with equal force. 
Hence have arifen the open endeavours 
fometimes difcernible on the part of wives 
of turbulent paffions, and the oblique ma- 
chinations vifible among others of a cun- 
ning turn of mind, to carry favourite points 
againft the will of their hufbands. If we 
may give credit to the writers of comedy, 
and to the weekly or diurnal editors of pe- 
riodical papers, at the end of the laft century 
and earlyin the prefent, for accurate obfer- 
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vation and juĝ defcription of the manners of 
their contemporaries ; the ‘grand refource, 
at that period, of a lady whofe hufband 
was cruel enough to deny her any thing on 
which the had fet her heart, from a London 
journey to a’piece of brocade, was to fall 
into an hyfteric. The reign of fits and 
vapours feems now to be clofed. Let not 
the difpofitions, by which it was introduced 
and upheld, be found to furvive its fall. 
Let it ever be remembered, that fhe who 
by teafing, by wheedling, by fineffe under 
any fhape whatever, feeks to weary or to 
deceive her hufband into confent or ac- 
quiefcence, acts no lefs plainly in oppofition 
to her duty of fcriptural obedience, than 
fhe would have done had fhe driven him 
into compliance by the menaces and wea- 
pons of an Amazon. 


“ I befeech you,” faid St. Paul to his 
Ephefian converts, “ that ye walk worthy 
“ the vocation wherewith ye are called; 
with all lowlinefs and meeknefs, with 
* long-fuffering, forbearing one another in 
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« love; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
‘© the fpirit in the bond of peace (y)? This 
earneft and affectionate advice, though ori- 
ginally referring to the general condition 
and manner of life to which Chriftians are 
called, has a propriety fingularly appofite 
when applied to the ftate of marriage. Let 
every married woman regard the admo- 
nition as though it had been pronounced 
by the Apoftle {pecially for her fake. 


To preferve unimpaired the affections of 
her affociate, to convince him that, in his 
judgement of her character formed antece- 
dently to marriage, he was neither blinded 
by partiality, nor deluded by artifice, will 
be the uniform ftudy of every woman who 
confults her own happinefs and the rules of 
Chriftian duty. The ftrongeft attachment 
will decline, if it fufpe@ that it is received 
with diminifhed warmth. And the fufpi- 
cion will prefent itfelf to the mind of a 
hufband, who fees not in the behaviour of 


(y) Ephef. iv. 1—3. 
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his wife a continuance of that folicitude to 
render herfelf pleafing to him, which he 
had experienced at the commencement of 
their union. The advice which has been 
publickly and ferioufly given, that a mar- 
ried woman fhould ever conceal with care 
from her hufband the extent of her affec- 
tion for him, is happily too abfurd to gain 
many converts among women who really 
love thofe to whom they are united; and 
too difficult to be frequently put in praétice 
by wives of that defcription, fhould they 
blindly defire to follow it. 


Next to the attractions of virtue, the 
qualification which contributes, perhaps, 
more than any other to cherifh the tender 
feelings of regard, and to eftablifh connu- 
bial happinefs, is good temper. It is in- 
deed itfelf a virtue. As far as it is the mere 
gift of nature, it is not in ftrictnefs entitled 
to that appellation. But as far as it refults 
from cultivation and confcientious vigilance, 
it has a claim to the honourable diftin@tion. 
Some minds are originally imbued with an 
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ampler fhare of benevolence and kindnefs 
than has been infufed into others. The dif- 
ference is obvious, even in early childhood. 
Care however and exertion, founded on 
Chriftian motives, and f{trengthened by uni- 
form habit, are able both to meliorate dif- 
pofitions already excellent, and to overcome 
the greateft inherent defects. But if they 
on whom Providence, varying the fources 
of moral probation in different individuals, 
has beftowed fweetnefs of temper with a 
[paring hand, be not ftrenuous and unre- 
mitting in their efforts to improve, under 
the divine bleffing, the f{canty ftock; if, 
inftead of confidering a native failing as an 
intimation refpecting the quarter on which 
it is their efpecial duty to be on their guard, 
they convert it into an apology for cap- 
tioufnefs, peevifhnefs, and violence ; what 
but domeftic mifery can be expected? A 
fretful woman is her own tormentor; but 
fhe is alfo a torment to every one around 
her, and to none fo much as to her hufband. 
No day, no hour is fecure. No incident is 
fo trifling, but it may be wrought up into 
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a family difturbance. The Apoftle’s ex- 
clamation, “ Belold, how great a matter 
“ a little fire kindleth (s)!” is in that houfe 
fully and continually exemplified. But the 
fcene to which that exclamation is appli- 
cable, is not the fchool of conjugal affec- 
tion. “ Let all bitternefs, and wrath, and 
“ anger, and clamour be put away.” “ It 
“is better to dwell in the wildernefs, than 
* with a contentious and an angry woman.” 
“Te is better to dwell in a corner of the 
“ houfe-top, than with a brawling woman 
“in a wide houfe (a)? - 


To “the ornament of a meek and quiet 
“ fpirit, which in the fight of God is of 
“ great price,” and poffefles an intrinfic 
charm to which the breaft of man can 
fcarcely be infenfible, let there be added 
Diicretion. The value of this quality in 
promoting and upholding matrimonial hap- 
pinefs is ineftimable. It is a quality which 


(z) James, iii. 5. 
(a) Ephef.iv. 31. Prov. xxi. 19. xxv. 24. 
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the Scriptures, as foreboding the frequent 
neglect of it, and the miferable confequences 
of that neglect, have not overlooked. St. 
Paul, in his Epifle to Titus, after having 
directed that young women fhould be in- 
firucted “ to be fober, to love their hufs 
“© bands, to love their children,” enjoins 
further that they fhould be taught “ to be 
*“ difcreet (4).” Difcretion is not one of 
thofe virtues which come into pra&ice only 
in fingularconjunctures, under circumf{tances 
which can happen feldom to the fame in- 
dividual, and to fome perfons may never 
occur at all. It is not a robe of ftate, to be 
drawn forth from its recefs on fome day of 
feftivity ; or a ponderous cloak, to be put 
on to repel the violence of a thunder- 
fhower. It is to the mind what the every 
day clothing is to the body, requifite under 
every viciffitude to health, and propriety, 
and comfort. Its {phere embraces every 
feafon and every incident of life. At home 
and abroad, in the city and in the country, 


(b) Titus, ii. 5. 
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with intimates and with ftrangers, in bufinefs 
and in leifure, it is vigilant, and active, and 
unwearied. It enhances the utility of vir- 
tue, and anticipates the allurements of 
vice. It attends to perfons (c) and feelings, 
to times, occafions, and fituations; and 
“ abftains from all appearance of evil (d).” 
It is worthy of being inculcated with the 
more earneftnefs on married women, be- 
caufe they appear in feveral refpects to be 
in greater danger than the fingle of being 
led by cuftom, or hurried by inadvertence, 
to difregard it. Marriage, though to a cer- 
tain degree a ftate of reftraint, is not un- 
frequently regarded as beftowing fome de- 
firable acceffions of liberty. The giddy 
and the vain, fecured by having already 
contracted an indiffoluble engagement from 
the charge of being on the watch to obtain 
a fettlement for life, and from the danges 


{¢) No advice could eafily be more repugnant to dif- 
cretion and common fenfe, than that whichhas been given 
to women, by at leaft one writer of eminence, ftudioufly 
to feek their friendfhips among perfons of the other fex. 

(d) 1 Theff. v. 22. 
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of preventing themfelves from obtaining 
one, often indulge themfelves without con- 
cern in a freedom of manners, and a levity 
of converfation, from which the fear of 
incurring cenfure and exciting difguft had 
previoufly taught them to refrain. Plunging 
with augmented eagernefs into the hurry of 
difipation, and little {crupulous’as to the fo- 
ciety with which they tread the circle of 
amufements ; they take fire at each remon- 
{trance of a hufband as a reflection on their 
character, and feel the {malleft obftacle to 
the career of their pleafures as an act of 
tyrannical control. Hence, while the wife, 
on the one hand, relies on the innocence of 
her intentions, and the hufband, on the 
other, has not to charge himfelf with un- 
kindnefs or aufterity ; the fecret fprings 
of ‘difquietude and grief, perhaps of in- 
difference, of alienation of heart and of 
incurable diffenfions,,are already opened. 
Is the wife then innocent? Unqueftion- 
ably ‘not. Admit her giddinefs and her 
vanity, no trifling fubjects of reprehenfion, 
no light deviations from Chriftian fober- 
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mindednefs, to be deemed blamelefs: ad- 
mit her manners and her converfation to 
have been clear from every imputation, ex- 
cept that of thoughtlefs imprudence: a 
heavy charge will yet remain. She has 
wounded the feelings of her hufband; fhe 
has expofed to rifk the warmth of his 
affetion ; fhe has laid herfelf open to the 
infinuations of calumny; fhe has exhibited 
a dangerous example; fhe has trodden a 
moft dangerous path; fhe has hazarded her 
own happinefs, and that of the perfon moft 
dear to her, by a neglect of Difcretion. But 
the giddy and the vain are not the only 
married women who are found to be indif- 
creet În their mannersand deportment. 
Some, whofe feelings are ‘fot very refined, 
ho longer tuké the pains to’preferve their dif- 
éourfe and behaviour from being tin@tured 
with the confequences of that native defect. 
They hefitate riot to dwell in common con- 
verfation ‘on acts of mifconduct and guilt, 
from ‘the éontemplation of which a mind of 
tiinate modefty would-inftantly recoil. They 
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with bluntand unreftrained familiarity. And 
they are even blind enough to allege the 
circumftance of their being no longer fingle 
as a fufficient reafon for laying afide a 
guarded demeanour, and what they are’ 
very willing to term faftidious delicacy.. 
Some, whofe’ perceptions of right and 
wrong are lefs deficient in purity, quick=: 
nefs, and ftrength, are mifled by fafhion 
and example,-or by an eagernefs to evince: 
themfelves of a frank and open difpofition, 
into lefs prorhinent inftances of the fame 
errors. To obferve the medium between 
oppofite failings is one of the moft difficult 
exertions of good fenfe. — The . ftiffnefs, 
the proud and attificial referve, which in 
former ages infected even the ‘intercourfe 
of private life, are happily difcarded. It 
is poffible, however, that modern manners 
may have in fome refpecs a tendency 
to the contrary extreme. ' * At all events 
modeft propriety is not ftiffmefs. Nor 
will that portion of referve which belongs 
to diffident fenfibility appear ‘proud and 
artificial in the eye! ef ‘any’ perfons, ex- 
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cept of. thofe who defire to promote un- 
warrantable freedom, or who are ignorant 
how greatly decorum of mannerscontributes 
to fecure rectitude of conduct. Odious as 
formality is, it were far better'even to be 
deemed fomewhat formal, than aétually to 
be indifcreet. To imagine that marriage, 
a ftate which impofes new duties upon you, 
which renders the happinefs of another per- 
fon as well as your own dependent on your 
actions, fhould diminifh the obligations to 
prudence, fhould leffen the duty and the 
value of female delicacy and referve, is an 
opinion as obvioufly groundlefs as it is per- 
nicious. What can more keenly wound 
the bofom of a hufband, what can be more 
likely to deaden his affections, than to per- 
ceive his wife daily paying lefs and lefs re- 
gard to qualities, which were among thofe 
that antecedently to marriage endeared her 
to him the moft? 


By writers, who have fuggefted many 
excellent rules of duty, and many ufeful 
admonitions to the female fex, it has been 
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recommended to women ftudioufly to re- 
frain from difcovering to their partners in 
marriage the full extent of their abilities 
and attainments. And on what grounds 
has the concealment been recommended ? 
It has been recommended as a probable 
method of inducing the hufband to give 
the wife credit for greater talents and know- 
ledge than fhe poffeffes. This is not dif- 
cretion but art. It is diffimulation, it is 
deliberate impofition. It is a fraud, how- 
ever, to which happily there is no great 
encouragement. It could fcarcely be prac- 
tifed long without deteCtion. And it could 
not be detected without exciting in the 
breaft of the deluded party, fuch a degree 
of difguft at the deceitfulnefs of his affo- 
ciate, as would overwhelm her with fhame 
and remorfe, if fhe retained a fpark of in- 
genuoufnes, of virtue, of affection. There 
is yet another motive on which the fame 
advice has been founded. Men, it is faid, 
are not partial to women of ftrong under- 
ftandings. Jealous of that pre-eminence 
which they claim in depth of refearch 
and folidity of judgement, they bear not 
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in any female, and leaft of all in a wife, 
the moft diftant appearance of rivalthip. 
Admit for a moment the obfervation to be 
well founded. Is folly to be pretended, 
becaufe fenfe may difpleafe? Becaufe a 
man is abfurd, is a woman to be a hypo- 
crite? The obfervation, however, taken 
in the unqualified acceptation in which 
it is commonly alleged, is by no means 
well founded. That it may be pradi-' 
cable to fhew inftances of men, who are 
themfelves fo deficient, either in under- 
ftanding or in rational confideration, as ta 
feel mortified by thofe proofs of unaffected 
intelligence in a wife, which aught to have 
placed her higher in their efteem, I acknow- 
ledge. For there is not, perhaps, any {pecies 
of weaknefs, of thoughtleffnefs, or of pride, 
of which examples may not be difcovered, 
In fuch cafes difcretion will guard againft 
giving unneceflary offence. But in general it 
is uot ‘the fenfe that offends. Jt is fome 
quality or fome difpofition by which 
the fenfe is accompanied. It is fome qua- 
lity or difpofition which has no proper 
connection with that fenfe. It is ong 
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which that fenfe ought to be employed in 
eradicating. It is one which, if it con- 
tinue to adhere to that fenfe, adheres by 
the fault of the individual herfelf. If, con- 
formably to the example heretofore ex- 
hibited in polite life at Paris, a real or fup- 
pofed eminence in intellectual endowments 
were generally to inflame a lady with a 
propenfity to erect herfelf into an idol for 
the votaries of {cience and tafte to worfhip: 
were it to fill her with ambition to give au- 
dience to a levee of deiftical philofophers ; 
to fee her toilet furrounded with wits and 
witlings ; to pronounce to the liftening cir- 
cle her decifign on 4 manufcript fonnet; 
and to appreciate the vertification and the 
point of the laft new epigram which af- 
pired to divert the town; it would neither 
have been denied nor regretted that a fe- 
male fo qualified would, in this country, 
be deemed one of the leaft eligible of wives. 
‘Such females, however, are phenomena 
rarely feen in the meridian of Great Bri- 
tain. Further; if flrength of underftanding 
in a woman be the fource of pride and felf, 
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fufficiency ; if it render her manners over- 
bearing, her temper irritable, her prejudices 
obftinate; we are not to wonder that its 
effects are formidable to the other fex, and 
efpecially to him by whom they are with 
moft frequency to be endured. But is ar- 
rogance, is impatjence of. contradiction, is 
relu€tance to difcern and acknowledge 
error, the neceflary or the ufual fruit of 
ftrong fenfe in the female mind? Undoubt- 
edly not. In the mind where fenfe pro- 
duces that fruit, fomething far more va- 
Iuable than a powerful underftanding is 
wanting. Let talents be graced with fim- 
plicity, with good humour, and with fe- 
minine modefty, and there will feldom be 
found a hufband whofe heart they will not 
warm with delight. 


But if a fund of good fenfe, larger than 
is commonly the lot of an individual, be 
allowed not to be unacceptable in a wife ; 
yet wit, we are told, is a qualification which 
almoft every hufband difapproves in his 
partner. In this inftance, as well as in that 
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which has recently been confidered, com- 
mon opinion appears not to do complete 
juftice to men. If wit be continually exer- 
cifed in ridicule and fatire; if it nourifh 
an itch to fhine in converfation ; if it timu- 
iate the poffeffor to aim at the manners 
and reputation of what is called a woman 
of fpirit; if it indifpofe her to retirement, 
to improving purfuits, and to the pleafures 
of calm and unaffected difcourfe ; is it won- 
derful that the hufband fhould regret that 
it had been granted to his aflociate? Yet it 
is not the wit that he diflikes, but the abufe 
of it; the vanity, the ambition, the for- 
ward demeanour, and the farcaftic fpirit 
by which it is accompanied. Let the wit 
be divefted of thefe cafual appendages ; let 
it be characterifed by gentlenefs and mo- 
defty ; let it be exhibited only in the play-. 
ful {allies of good nature; and fhe who is 
endowed with it will commonly find, that 
it holds in her hufband’s efteem a due place 
among the attractions by which fhe is en- 
deared to him. But it is not to be con- 
cealed, that among women, no lefs than in 
the other fex, there are individuals who 
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deem themfelves poffeffed of this attraction, 
when in fact they have it not. If what a 
wife conceives to be wit ought to bear the 
name of flippancy and of pertnefs; her huf- 
band may be pardoned, though it fhould 
not fill him with rapture. If the dread of 
her breaking forth, in company, into a rat- 
tle of nonfenfe and affeGtation keep him 
perpetually fitting on thorns; he may ‘be’ 
pardoned, though he fhould with that his 
wife had limited her defire of mental at- 
tainments to the region of common fenfe. 


There is an apprehenfion which is not 
unfrequently feen to obtrude itfelf on the 
minds of men, when fpeculating on the 
queftion, whether it be defirable to be united 
to a woman of extraordinary abilities and 
acquifitions ; and is the more worthy of 
notice, as experience has fometimes proved- 
it to be juft. While the heart is yet unoc- 
cupied, caution, looking to the {phere of 
domeftic economy, draws a formidable pic- 
ture of a learned and philofophic wife. It 
reprefents her as one, from whom due at-. 
tention to houfehold affairs will be expected 
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in vain, It pictures her as immerfed in 
her clofet, and fecluded in abftraGtion; or 
fallying forth from her books only to en- 
gage in literary difquifitions, and to ftua 
her wearied mate with fonorous periods 
and cumbrous terms of fcience. It afks 
what ground there is for hoping that fhe 
will defcend from mental elevation to the 
concerns of common life, and the vulgar 
details of family management ; or that fhe 
will be capable of adminiftering affairs 
which fhe has never ftudied, and muft af- 
furedly defpife ? That women may addi& 
themfelves to folitude and ftudy, until 
they contract habits and a turn of mind 
which unfit-them for the fphere of matri- 
monial life, is not to be denied. The num- 
ber however. of ladies of this defcription 
does not appear likely to fwell to fuch an 
excefs, as to alarm the other fex with the 
profpect of greatly narrowing the circle 
from which partners for the connubial ftate 
are to be fele&ed. It muft alfo be admitted, 
that the more profound refearches of phi- 
lofophy and learning are not the purfuits 
moft improving to the female mind, and 
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moft congenial to its natural occupations, 
But if we fpeak of intelligent and well-in- 
formed women in general, of women, who, 
without becoming abforbed in the depths 
of erudition, and lofing all efteem and all 
relifh for focial duties, are’ diftinguifhed by 
a cultivated underftanding, a polithed tafte, 
and a memory ftored with ufeful and ele- 
gant information ; there appears no reafon 
to dread from the poffeffion of thefe en- 
dowments a neglect of the duties of the 
miftrefs of a family. 


To fuperintend the various branches of 
domeftic management, or, as St. Paul 
briefly and emphatically expreffes the fame 
office, “ to guide the houfe (e),” is the in- 
difpenfable duty of a married woman. No 
mental endowments furnifh an exemption 
from it ; no plea of improving purfuits and 
literary pleafures can excufe the neglect of 
it. The tafk muft be executed either by 
the mafter or the miftrefs of the houfe: 
and reafon and fcripture concur in affigning 
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it unequivocally to the latter. Cuftom alfo, 
which in many inftances prefumes to decide 
in plain contradiction to thefe fovereign 
rules of life, has, in this point, fo generally 
conformed to their determination, that a 
hufband who fhould perfonally dire@ the 
proceedings of the houfekeeper and the 
cook, and intrude into the petty arrange- 
ments of daily ceconomy, would appear in 
all eyes, except his own, nearly as ridicu- 
lous as if he were to affume to himfelf the 
habiliments of his wife, or to occupy his 
mornings with her needles and work-bags. 
It is true neverthelefs, that, in executing this 
office, a wife is to confult the withes of her 
hufband; and in proportion to the magni- 
tude of any particular points, to act the 
more ftudioufly according to his ideas 
rather than her own. The duty of obe- 
dience on her part, extends to the province 
of guiding the houfe no lefs than to the 
other branches of her conduct. 


Are you then the miftrefs of a family ? 
Fulfil the charge for which you are refpon- 
fible, Attempt not to transfer your pro- 
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per occupation to a favourite maid, how- 
ever tried may be her fidelity and her kill. 
To confide implicitly in fervants, is the way 
to render them undeferving of confidence. 
If they be already negligent or difhoneft, 
your remif{nefs encourages their faults, 
while it continues your own lofs and in-. 
convenience. If their integrity be unfullied, 
they are ignorant of the principles by 
which your expences ought to be regu- 
lated; and will a&t for you on other prin- 
ciples, which, if you were confcious of 
them, you ought to difapprove. They 
know not the amount of your hufband’s 
income, nor of his debts, nor of his other 
incumbrances ; nor, if they knew all thefe 
things, could they judge what part of his 
revenue may reafonably be expended in the 
departments with which they are concerned. 
They will not refle& that {mall degrees of 
wafte and extravagance, when they could 
eafily be guarded againft, are criminal ; 
nor will they fufpe& the magnitude of the 
fum to which finall degrees of wafte 
and- extravagance, frequently repeated, 
will, accumulate in the-courfe of the year. 
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They will confider the credit of your cha- 
racter as intrufted to them; and will con- 
ceive, that they uphold it by profufion. 
The larger your family is, the greater will 
be the annual portion of your expenditure, 
which will, by thefe means, be thrown 
away. And if your ample fortune incline 
you to regard the fum as fearcely worth 
the little trouble which would have been 
required to prevent the lofs; confider the 
extent of good which it might have accom 
plithed, had it been employed in feeding 
the hungry and clothing the naked. Be 
regular in requiring, and pun@ual in 
examining, your weekly accounts. Be 
frugal without parfimony ; fave, that you 
may diftribute. Study the comfort of all 
under your roof, even of the humbleft in- 
habitant of the kitchen. Pinch not the 
inferior part of the family to provide 
againft the coft of a day of fplendor. Con- 
fider the welfare of the fervants of your 
own fex as particularly committed to you. 
Encourage them in religion, and be a¢tive 
in furnifhing them with the means of 
inftruétion. Let their number be fully 
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adequate to the work which they have to 
perform ; but let it not be fwelled either 
from a love of parade or from blind indul- 
gence, to an extent which is needlefs, In 
thofe ranks of life where the mind is not 
accuftomed to continued reflection, idlenefs 
is a never-failing fource of folly and of 
vice. Forget not to indulge them at fit 
feafons with vifits to their friends; nor 
grudge the pains of contriving opportuni- 
ties for the indulgence. Let not one ty- 
rannife over another. In hearing com-, 
plaints, be patient; in inquiring into faults, 
be candid; in reproving, be temperate and 
unruffled. Let not your kindnefs to the 
meritorious terminate when they leave your 
houfe; but reward good condu& in them, 
and encourage it in others, by fubfequent 
acts of benevolence adapted to their cir- 
cumftances. Let it be your refolution, 
when called upon to defcribe the characters 
of fervants who have quitted your family, 
to act confcientioufly towards all the par- 
ties interefted, neither aggravating nor dif- 
guifing the truth. And never let any one 
of thofe whofe qualifications are to be 
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mentioned, nor of thofe who apply for the 
account, find you feduced from your pur- 
pole, by partiality or by refentment. 


There is fometimes feen in families an 
inmate, commonly a female relation of the 
mafter or of the miftrefs of the houfe, who, 
though admitted to live in the parlour, is, 
in truth, an humble dependent, received 
either from motives of charity, or for thè 
fake of being made ufeful in the condu& of 
domeftic affairs, or of being a companion 
to her proteétrefs when the latter is not 
otherwife engaged or amufed. Have you 
fuch an inmate? Let your behaviour to 
her be fuch as fhe ought to experience. 
Pretend not to call her friend, while you 
treat her as a drudge. If ficknefs, or În- 
firmity, or a fudden preffure of occupation, 
difqualify you from perfonally attending 
in detail to the cuftomary affairs of your 
houlehold, avail yourfelf of her affiftance. 
But feek it not from an indolent averfion 
to trouble, nor from a haughty with to rid 
yourlelf of the employment. While you 
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have recourfe to it, receive it as an act of 
kindnefs, not as the conftrained obedience 
of an upper fervant. ‘Teach the inferior 
parts of your family to refpec&t her, by 
refpecting her yourfelf. Remember the 
awkwardnefs of her fituation, and confult 
her comfort. Is fhe to look for friends in 
the kitchen, or in the houfekceper’s room ? 
You exprefs furprife at the impropriety of 
the fuppofition. Is fhe to live an infulated 
being under your roof? Your benevolence 
revolts at the idea. Admit her then not 
merely to the formalities, but to the free- 
dom and genuine fatisfaGtions of inter- 
courfe. Tempt her not, by a referved de- 
meanour, perpetually reminding her of the 
obligations which fhe is unfortunate enough 
to owe you, to echo your opinions, to 
crouch to your humours, to act the part 
of a diffembler. If fervile affiduities and 
fawning compliances be the means by 
which fhe is to ingratiate herfelf, blufh for 
your proud and unfeeling heart. Is it the 
part of friendthip, of liberal protection, to 
harafs her with difficulties, to enfnare her 
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fincerity, to eftablifh her in the petty arts 
of cunning and adulation? Rather difmifs 
her with fome {mall pittance of bounty to 
fearch in obfcurity for an honeft main- 
tenance, than retain her to learn Hypocrify 
and to teach you arrogance, to be corrupted 
and to corrupt. 


In all the domeftic expences which are 
wholly, or in part, regulated by your opi- 
nion, beware that, while you pay a decent 
regard to your hufband’s rank in fociety, 
you are not hurried into oftentation and 
prodigality by vanity lurking in your 
breaft, Examine your own motives to the 
bottom. Do you feel an inward fenfation 
of uneafinefs when one of your neighbours 
is reported to maintain a table more ele- 
gant than your own, to furpafs you in the 
number of fervants, or in the coftlinefs of 
their liveries? Do you feel folicitous for 
an additional carriage on hearing that the 
equipage of an acquaintance has recently 
been enlarged? Are you eager to newr 
model or to decorate a toom afrefh, when 
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neither ufe nor propriety requires the al- 
teration, becaufe a fimilar ftep has been 
adopted in a manfion in your vicinity? 
Do you difcard handfeme furniture before 
it has rendered half the fervice of which 
it was capable, becaufe fome frivolous lady 
can no longer bear the fight of the chairs 
and the window-curtains which have re- 
mained two or three tedious years in her 
drawing-room? Then your profeffions of 
being only defirous to do what is requilite 
in your ftation are mere pretences to de- 
ceive others, or proofs that you are igno- 
rant of yourfelf. You are lavifh, vain, 
proud, emulous, ambitious; you are de- 
tetive in fome of the firft duties of a wife 
and of a Chriftian. Inftead of fquander- 
ing, in extravagance and parade, that pro- 
perty which ought partly to have been re- 
ferved in flore for the future benefit of 
your offspring, and partly to have been 
liberally beftowed for the prefent advantage 
of thofe whom relaticnfhip or perfonal me- 
rit, or the general claims which diftrefs has 
upon fuch as are capable of removing it, 
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entitle to your bounty ; let it be your con- 
ftant aim to obey the fcriptural precepts of 
fobriety and moderation; let it be your 
delight to fulfil every office of unaffected 
benevolence. Picture to yourfclf the difi- 
culties, the calamities, the final ruin, in 
which tradefmen, with their wives and 
children, are frequently involved, even by 
the delay of payments due to them from 
families to which they have not dared 
to refufe credit. Subject not yourfelf in 
the fight of God to the charge of being ac- 
ceflary to fuch miferies. Guard by every 
becoming method of amiable reprefenta- 
tion and perfuafion, if circumftances fhould 
make them neceflary, and there is a prof- 
pect of this being taken in good part, the 
man to whom you are united from contri- 
buting to fuch miferies either by profufion 
or by inadvertence. Is he carelefs as to the 
infpection of his affairs? Endeavour to 
open his eyes to the dangers of negle& and 
procraftination. Does he anticipate fu- 
ture, perhaps contingent, refources ? Gently 
awaken him to a conviétion of his criminal 
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imprudence. Encourage him, if he ftand 
in need of encouragement, in vigilant but 
not avaricious forefight; in the praétice 
of enlarged and never-failing charity. If 
your hufband, accuftomed to acquire 
money by profeffional exertions, fhould 
become too little inclined to impart freely 
what he has laborioufly earned ; fuggett to 
him that one of the inducements to labour, 
addrefled to him by an Apoftle, is no other 
than this, “ that he may have to give to 
“him that needeth (f).” If his extenfive 
intercourfe with the world, familiarifing 
him to inftances of merited or of pretended 
diftrefs, have the effect of rendering him 
fomewhat too fufpicious of deceit, fome- 
what too fevere towards thofe whofe mif- 
fortunes are, in part at leaft, to be afcribed 
to themfelves ; remind him that “ God is 
“ kind to the unthankful and the evil (g).” 
Remind him that what confcience may 
require to be withheld from the unworthy, 
ought to be dedicated to the relief of indi- 


(/) Ephef. iv. 28. (g) Luke, vi. 35. 
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gent defert. Win him conftantly and prac- 


tically to “ remember the words of the 
“ Lord Jefus; how he faid, “ It is more 


” 


“ bleffed to give than to receive (4). 


Women, who have been raifed by mar- 
riage to the poffeffion of rank and opulence 
unknown to them before, are frequently 
the moft oftentatious in their proceedings. 
Yet a moderate fhare of penetration might 
have taught them to read, in the example 
of others, the ill fuccefs of their own 
{chemes to gain refpect by difplaying their 
elevation. All fuch attempts fharpen the 
difcernment and quicken the refearches of 
envy; and draw from obfcurity into pub- 
lic notice the circumftances which pride 
and pomp are labouring to bury in obli- 
vion. 


The want of the fedatenefs of character, 
which Chriftianity requires in all women, 
is in a married woman doubly reprehen- 
tible. If, now that you are entered into 


(b) Adts, xx. 35. 
connubial 
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connubial life, you difclofe in your drefs 
proofs of vanity and affectation, or plunge 
headlong into the wild hurry of amufe- 
ments; the cenfure which you deferve is 
greater than it would be, were you fingle. 
Any approach towards .thofe indelicate 
fafhions in attire, which levity and fhame- 
lefInefs occafionally introduce. would for 
the fame reafon be even more blameable in 
you now than heretofore. The general 
fubje&ts of dreis and amufements have 
occupicd fo much attention in the preced- 
ing pages, that it is unncceflary to dilate 
upon them here. There is, however, one 
point which requires a few words. It is a 
common obtervation that thofe women, 
“who in public are moft addiéted to finery 
in drefs, are in private the greateft flat- 
terns. Let the dread of verifying it con- 
tribute in its reafonable degree to extinguifh 
the propenfity to finery in your breaft. 
Remember that any difgufting habit on 
your part will be the more offenfive to your 
hufband, on account of the clofenefs of the 
union fubfifting between you. 

St. 
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St. Paul, among various admonitions re- 
lating to married women in particular, en- 
forces on them the duty of being “ keep- 
“ers at home (/).” The precept, in its 
application to modern times, may be con- 
fidered as having a two-fold reference. It 
may refpe& fhort vifits paid to acquaint- 
ances and friends in the vicinity of your 
refidence; or excurfions, which require an 
abfence of confiderable duration. In the 
remarks about to be offered, 1 mean not to 
allude to vifits or excurfions, which are un- 
dertaken on fit occafions from benevolence 
to neighbours who are in affliction, from 
confiderations of perfonal health (4), or 

from 
(i) Titus, ii. 5. 

(Ł) Yet it maynot be unneceffary to obferve that, when 
a previots difpofition to rambling exifts, it fometimes 
prefies motives of health into the fervice of inclination in 
a manner not altogether warrantable: and that, even in 
perfonswhoare attached totheirownhomes,thereafonable 
attention which is due to health is feen occafionally to de- 
viate into the abfurdities of whim and folly, abfurdities 
which gain ftrength from every indulgence. ‘¢ It is fur- 
« prifing,” faid Dr. Johnfon, “ how people will go toa dif- 
* tance for what they may have at home. I knew a Lady 
who came up from Lincolnhhire to Knightfbridge with 

one 
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from any other urgent motive of duty and 
utility. I fhall fpeak of fuch only as are 
nearly or altogether fpontaneous ; of vifits 
which are made in the common inter- 
courfe of fociety, and of journies which 
arife from curiofity and the profpect of en- 
tertainment. Of thefe voluntary abfences 
from home, each kind is proper in its fea- 
fon, each culpable and pernicious in its 


excels. 


Formerly, when the want of turnpike 
roads and of other accommodations, now 
univerfal, precluded families in the fame 
diftri@ from viliting each other, except on 
long previous notice, and rendered each 
vifit an obje& of almoft as much folicitude 
and preparation as now precede a fafhion- 
able trip to the Continent; what was the 
refult? Stiflnefs of manners, arrogant pomp, 
prejudices never to be removed, and ani- 
* one of her daughters, and gave five guineas a week for 
«c alodging and a warm bath, that is, mere warm water. 
“ That, you know, could not be had in Lincolnfhire. She 
« faid it was made either too hst or tos cold there.” Bof- 
well’s Tour to the Hebrides, 24 Edit. p. 354. 

mofities 
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mofities entailed with the paternal eftate. 
At prefent, facility of accefs and intercourfe 
expofe women, and not only thofe who are 
fixed in towns, or within a {mall diftance 
of towns, but moft of thofe alfo who live 
in the country, to the danger of acquiring 
a habit of continual vifiting, and the other 
habits which St. Paul juftly afcribes to 
thofe who have contracted the former. 
“ They learn to be idle, wandering about 
“ trom houfe to houfe ; and not only idle, 
“ but tatlers alfo and bufy-bodies, fpeak- 
“ing things which they ought not (/).” 
The “ wanderers” of the prefent day 
could not have been more happily cha- 
racterifed, had the Apoftle been witnels of 
their proceedings. If, week after week, 
the inornings be perpetuaily frittered away 
in making calls, and the afternoons fwal- 
lowed up by dining vifits, what but idle- 
nefs can be the confequence? Domettic 
bufinefs is interrupted ; vigilance as to fa~ 
mily concerns is fufpended ; induftry, re- 


(31 Tim. v. 13. 
fleClion, 
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fle&ion, mental and religious improvement 
are dcferted and forgotten. The mind 
grows liftlefs; home becomes dull; the 
carriage is ordered afrefh ; and a remedy 
for the evil is fought from the very caufe 
which produced it. From being “ idle” at 
home, the next ftep naturally is to be 
“ tatlers and bufy-bodies” abroad. In a 
fucceffion of vifits, all the news of the vi- 
cinity is collected ; the character and con- 
duct of each neighbouring family are feru- 
tinifed ; neither age nor fex efcapes the 
prying eye and inquifitive tongue of curio- 
fity. Each “ tatler,” anxious to diftinguith 
herfelf by the difplay of fuperior know- 
ledge and difcernment, indulges unbounded 
licence to her conjectures; feizes the fly- 
ing report of the hour as an incentrover- 
tible truth; and renders her narratives 
more interefting by embellifhment and 
aggravation. And all, in revealing fecrets, 
in judging with rafhnefs, in cenfuring 
with fatisfadiion, in propagating flander, 
and in various other ways, “ {peak things 
“ which they ought not.” 


The 
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The commodioufnefs, which now attends 
travelling, has rendered diftant expeditions 
and long abfences from home far more fre- 
quent than they were in the days of our 
anceftors. By a more extenfive communi- 
cation with the world, knowledge, libe- 
rality of fentiment, and refinement of man- 
ners, have been widely diffufed. Ra- 
tional curiofity has gladly availed itfelf of 
the eafe and convenience with which the 
pleafure that attends the infpection of cele- 
brated works of art, and of grand and beauti- 
ful fcenes of nature, may be enjoyed. Oc- 
cafional journies undertaken for fuch pur- 
pofes, though neither the improvement 
of health, nor any other urgent call of 
duty, fhould be among the motives which 
give birth to them, are at fuitable times 
not only innocent but commendable. Such 
journies, if entered upon with right dif- 
pofitions, and if the objects to be vifited 
be fele&ted with judgement, in addition 
to the gratification which they furnith, 
impart ufeful knowledge, and call into 


exercife the beft feelings cf the heart. 
The 
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The contemplation of human talents ac- 
tively and beneficially employed leads the 
mind to him who gave them. The fur- 
vey of feas and rivers, mountains and 
forefts, and of cultivated regions overfpread 
with fertility, teaches the tupendous power, 
and the no lefs ftupendous goodnefs of 
God. And the firft and ftrongeft im- 
preflions which we ought to receive and 
cherifh when we behold the ingenuity 
of man, or the magnificence and beauty of 
nature, are a fenfe of the perfections, and 
a defire to promote the glory of their 
common author. But the numerous and 
protracted excurlions from the family 
mantion, which fafhion, the detire of dif- 
playing wealth, and the refllefinefs of a 
vacant mind, excite at prefent, are produc- 
tive of confequences very unfavourable to 
individuals and to the public. Ido not 
{peak of the expence with which they are 
ufually attended; though it is in many 
cafes a burden which prefles heavily on 
private fortunes, and cripples the exertions 
and extinguifhes the ardor of benevolence, 

I Nor 
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Nor fhall I enlarge on the interruption of 
domeftic habits and occupations, nor on the 
acquifition of an untettled, a tattling, and a 
meddling {pirit: evils which {pring from 
the cuftom of “ wandering” from place 
to place, no lefs than from that of “ wan- 
“ dering from houfe to houfe;” and often 
difplay themfelves in the former cafe on 
a wider {cale and in ftronger chara¢ters, 
than in the latter. But tlfe lofs of the 
power. and opportunity of doing good, 
and the pofitive effects of a pernicious exs 
ample, are points which muft not be 
overlooked. Home is the center round 
which the influence of every married wo- 
man is principally accumulated. It is 
there that the will naturally be known 
and refpeéted the moft; it is there, at leaft, 
that fhe may be more known and more 
refpected than fhe can be in any other 
place. It is there that the general charac- 
ter, the acknowledged property, and the 
eftablifhed connections of her hufband, 
will contribute with more force than they 
can poflefs elfewhere, to give weight and: 

X impretl- 
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impreflivenefs to all her proceedings. 
Home, therefore, is the place where the 
pattern which fhe exhibits in perfonal 
manners, in domeflic arrangements, and 
in every branch of her private condud, 
will be more carefully obferved, and more 
willingly copied by her neighbours in 
a rank of life fimilar to her own, than 
it would be in a fituation where fhe was 
a little known and tranfitory vifitant. 
Home too is the place where fhe will 
poflefs peculiar means of doing good 
among the humbler claffes of fociety. 
All the favourable circumftances already 
mentioned, which furround her there, 
add fingular efficacy to her perfuafions, 
to her recommendations, to her advice. 
Her habitual infight into local events 
and local neceffities, and her acquaintance 
with the characters and the fituations of 
individuals, enable her to adapt the re- 
lief which fhe affords to the merit and 
to the diftrefs of the perfon  affifted. 
They enable her, in the charitable ex- 


penditure of any fpecific fum, to accom- 
plith 
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plith purpofes of greater and more durable 
utility than could have been attained in a 
place where fhe would not have enjoyed 
thefe. advantages.) They who are fre- 
quently abfent from home, without an 
adequate caufe, fpontaneoufly abandon in 
a very confiderable degree all thefe ef- 
pecial means of benefiting their equals, 
their inferiors, poffibly even their fupe- 
riors; means which Providence has com- 
mitted to them, in order that each might 
be thus employed; means for the due 
employment of which they will be deem- 
ed refponfible hereafter. Continually on 
the wing from one fcene to another, they 
are like trees tranfplanted fo often, that 
they take firm root no where. They ap- 
pear covered with fhewy verdure; but 
they bear little fruit. - The ties of con- 
nection between them and the vicinity are 
broken. With the upper ranks, their inter- 
courfe is that of form and hurry; to the 
lower, they are become diftant, cold; and 
eftranged. When at their nominal home, 
they are there without attachment. They 
pereh there, like a bird on a branch, rather 

X2 as 
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as having found a convenient baiting- 

place, than from partiality to the f{pot. 

Every perfon who comes to fee them ex- 

pects to hear of another approaching ex- 

pedition; and if he find himfelf miftaken, 

furprifes all whom he meets with the 

wonder. The habit grows by indulgence. 

Every trifle {wells into a motive and a pre- 

text for quitting their natural refidence. In 

the winter, London is the magnet which 
attracts them. The defire of appearing 

polite, and the pride of being able to {peak 
of having recently vifited the metropolis, 

confpire with their impatience of home. 

If they hear that a neighbouring family is 

going to town, to ftay behind becomes in- 

tolerable. When flationed in the capital, 

{fome impending feftivity, {ome approaching 

day of {plendor at Court, affords an excufe 

for delaying their return. When fummer 

commences, the center of attration is tranf- 

ferred to fome watering-place ; and its 

force:again proves irrefiflible. Neither are 
the intervals between thefe prominent pe- 
- riods in the fyftem of wandering condemned 
wholly to, the drearinefs of the family feat. 
Little 
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Little tours to fee fights, long circuits of 
vifits from the houfe of one acquaintance 
to that of another, and various incideatal 
excurfions, break the wearifome period into 
fmall parts; and aided by the cheering 
hope of longer expeditions, render life ca- 
pable of being endured. When the rage of 
rambling has. feized a woman, it is not 
always that the malady proceeds to the 
height which has been defcribed. Like 
other maladies, it has its degrees. Neither 
are its attacks confined to the female fex. 
The duties of the Mafter of the family, of 
the Landlord, of the Country Gentleman, 
are on many occafions grofsly neglected in 
confequence of the immoderate indulgence 
of a propenfity to roving. The occupier 
of the land, deprived of the friendly inter- 
courfe, which formerly fubfifted between 
him and the owner, and created a mutual 
regard, tempered with refpect’on one fide, 
and ftrengthened by affability and kindnefs 
on the other, is degraded intoa dependent on 
the caprice of a.fteward. The abfence ofa 
common patron who ufed toconciliate differ- 


X3 ences, 
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ences, to encourage the meritorious, to over- 
awe the refractory, is feverely felt in the 
neighbouring villages and hamlets. The 
rents of the eftate, which formerly were ex- 
pended on the {pot to the general benefit 
of the vicinity, are now funk in the metro- 
polis, or abforbed in fome fafhionable re- 
fort of diffipation. I apprehend, however, 
that it happens much more frequently that 
the hufband is led from home in accom- 
modation to the humours of his wife, than 
that the latter is dragged away by the de- 
termination of her hufband. But be that 
conjecture true or falfe, the moral obli- 
gation incumbent on you, who now read 
thefe lines, if you be a wife, is the fame. 
To you the Apoftolic precept in either cafe 
is equally addreffed. In either cafe, the 
Apoftle equally enjoins you to bea “ keeper 
“at home.” Obey the fpirit of the in- 
junction. Remember the duties which 
you have to perform at home, duties not 
fo well to be performed elfewhere ; and the 
good which you can there accomplifh by 


exertions and liberality, that would by no 
means 
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means be equally productive of advantage 
in a place where you were comparatively a 
firanger. Study to give the benefit of your 
example and of your benevolence chiefly 
to thofe, whom Providence entitles to it by 
having placed them within the natural 
{phere of your influence. Inftead of en- 
couraging a gadding and unfettled fpirit 
in others, by imitating the pattern which 
they exhibit; ftudy by exhibiting a better 
to improve them, or at leaft to exculpate 


yourfelf. 


Let your behaviour to all your acquaint- 
ance be the refult of modefty united with 
benevolence. Be obliging to all with whom 
you affociate ; cultivate the friendfhip of 
the good; and ftedfaftly perfift in fhunning 
all habitual intercourfe with perfons of bad 
or of doubtful character, however comply- 
‘ing others may be around you. To be thus 
complying, is to impair the falutary prin- 
ciple of fhaming into obfcurity the corrupt- 
ing example of vice: it is to withdraw 
from virtue the collateral fupport which it 

X 4 derives 
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derives from the dread of general difgrace. 
Be confiftent in the fele€tion of your affo- 
ciates, and proportion, as nearly as circum- 
itances may allow, your intercourfe with 
individuals to their intrinfic worth. Purfue 
not the fociety of women of higher rank 
than your own ; be not elated by their no- 
tice; look not down on thofe who enjoy 
it not. lf one of your neighbours, one who 
in a drawing-room was accuftomed to be 
ranged below you, be fuddenly raifed, in 
confequence of ‘a title being conferred on 
her family, to pre-eminence in her turn; 
envy her not, love het not the lefs, pant 
‘not to fimilar advancement. You already 
enjoy a decoration, or, if you do not, the 
fault is your own, fuperior to all the glories 
of the Peerage, “ the ornament of a meek 
“ and quiet fpirit.” If-your hufband fhould 
happen to receive fome acceffion of dignity, 
fet it not excite in your mind one arrogant 
emotion, nor change your demeanour to 
your friends and neighbours. *“ New and 
“* unaccuftomed dignities,” to ufe the words 
of an accurate obferver of manners, “ often 


“ infpire 
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« infpire weak minds with a difpofition to 
“ difplay fupercilious airs and a ridiculous 
“ deportment towards thofe whom they 
“ confider as their inferiors, and from whom 
“ they are jealous of a want of refpe& be- 
“ caufe of their late equality. Something 
« of this kind is obfervable even in England, 
“ particularly in the wives of new-created 
“ Baronets, and the families of new-created 
“ Peers. But in England airs of this kind 
“are received with fuch contempt, and 
“fometimes repelled with fuch feverity, 
“ that they are feldom affumed (m).” Shua 
fuch airs with unremitting folicitude. Shun 
them, however, on the principles of Chrif- 
ian humility, far more ‘than from an ex- 
pectation of the contempt with which they 
may be returned. “Let your moderation 


“ be known unto all (z) ;” 


not by artificial 
condefcenfion, which either betrays the 
pride which it was intended to conceal, or 


indicates at beft a mifguided judgement; but 


(m) Dr. Moore’s View of the Caufes and Progrefs of 
the French Revolution, Vol. i. p. 131. 
(7) Philipp. iv. 5. 
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by perfeverance in the fame ingenuous affa- 
bility, the fame diffident mildnefs, the fame 
benevolent concern for the happinefs of all 
your friends and acquaintance, which you 
cultivated before your elevation. Beware, 
left the acquifition of honour fhould create 
a defire of diftin@tion, which previoufly did 
not exift in your breaft. She, who, as long 
as her hufband was a Commoner, was 
contented in her ftation, has often been 
feen, when a Peerefs, to be inflamed with 
tormenting eagernefs to afcend higher in 
the fcale of Nobility. 


The remark has been made, and perhaps 
with juftice, that if attention be directed to 
the character and condu&t of the different 
parts of families refident in the vicinity of 
each other, it will commonly be found, that 
lefs cordiality prevails between the ladies 
than between their hufbands. It is certain, 
that neighbouring gentlemen are continu- 
ally fet at variance by very unwarrantable 
caufes ; by petty offences unworthy of con- 
fideration ; by diverfities of opinion con- 

cerning 
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cerning points, of which each individual is 
entitled to judge for himfelf; by contend- 
ing claims which ought to have been fettled 
by amicable arbitration, or by an amicable 
reference to the decifion of law. Trefpaffes, 
real or {uppoled, on manerial rights; tranf- 
greffions againft the fublime code of fox- 
hunting jurifprudence ; differences of fenti- 
ment as to the meafures of thofe who guide 
the helm of Government, or as to the no- 
mination of a candidate to reprefent fome 
adjoining borough at an election: thefe are 
circumftances frequently fufficient openly 
to embroil half the gentlemen of the diftria 
with their neighbours; or at leaft to pro- 
duce, while the femblance of friendfhip is 
upheld, the lurking malevolence of enmity. 
By fome of thefe caufes of difagreement 
even the female bofom is capable of being 
actuated. And the ill-will produced by 
any one of them in the breaft of the mafter 
of the family will generally diffufe itfelf 
through the houfe. In addition to the 
fhynefies and diffenfions between ladies in 
the fame vicinity, which originate from 

thefe 
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thefe fources, therc are others fpringing 
from that irritability refpeing circum- 
ftances of perfonal attention which, in the 
female fex, is fingularly confpicuous. In 
all cafes where contempt and negleét are 
to be apprehended, women are far more 
quick-fighted than men: and their anxiety 
on the fubject mifleads them, on a variety 
of occafions, into fufpicions for which there 
is no foundation. When the mind is in 
this ftate, if a vifit be not returned at the 
cuftomary time, the delay, fhould no trong 
reafon for it prefent itfelf at once to the 
expecting party, is attributed to faftidiouf- 
nefs and pride. If an invitation be not given 
at the time, or to the extent, which was 
fecretly defired, fimilar motives are af- 
figned. An obfcure or ambiguous expref- 
fion, uled inadvertently, is twifted into an 
injurious or a difdainful meaning. Silence, 
or ferioufnefs of manner, proceeding from 
accidental thoughtfulnefs, or from fome 
_cafual viciffitude of health, is conftrued into 
premeditated coolnefs... Common attentions 
of civility shewn towards a third perfon 

14 are 
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are indignantly beheld as: tokens of deli- 
berate preference. Hence arife prejudices 
and antipathies, which years may not be 
able to eradicate. Or filly affronts are 
taken on points of precedence. Becaufe a 
lady is ufhered forth in a ball-room to 
dance, before another who deemed herfelf 
fuperior; the company is thrown into 
confufion, and lafting hoftilities take place 
between the parties. Yet the priority was 
affigned, where, according to the rules of 
etiquette, it was due. Or the merits of 
the cafe, though determined erroneoully, 
might be fo nearly balanced, that the 
whole affembled college of heralds would 
have been perplexed to decide the queflion. 
Where then is the fpirit inculcated by the 
Apoftle? “ Let nojhing be done through 
“ ftrife or vain-glory ; but in lowlinefs of 
“ mind let each efteem others better than 
“ themfelves (0).” 


In the progrefs of. matrimonial life it is 
fcarcely poflible but that the wife and the 


(o) Philipp. i. 3. 
hufband 
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hufband will difcover faults in each other, 
which they had not previoufly expected. 
The difcovery is by no means a proof, in 
many cafes it is not even a prefumption, 
that deceit had originally been praétifed. 
Affection, like that Chriftian charity of 
whole nature it largely participates, in its 
early periods “ hopeth all things, believeth 
* all things (£). Time and experience, 
wehout neceffarily detra@ing from its 
warmth, fuperadd judgement and obferva- 
tion. The characters of the parties united 
mutually expand ; and difclofe thofe little 
recefles which, even in difpofitions moft in- 
clined to be open and undifguifed, fcarcely 
find opportunities of unfolding themfelves 
antecedently to marriage. Intimate con- 
nection and uninterrupted fociety reveal 
ihades of error in opinion and in condu@, 
which, in the hurry of fpirits and the 
dazzled ftate of mind peculiar to the feafon 
of growing attachment, efcaped even the 
vigilant eye of folicitude. Or the fa& un- 
happily may be, that in confequence of new 
fcenes, new circumftances, new temptations, 


($) Cor. xiii. 7. 
failings 
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failings which did not exift when the ma- 
trimonial ftate commenced, may have been 
contracted fince. The ftream may have de- 
rived a debaling tinéture from the region 
through which it has lately flowed. But the 
fault, whether it did or did not exift 
while the partics were fingle, is now dif- 
cerned. What then is to be the con- 
fequence of the difcovery? Is. affection 
to be reprefled, is it to be permitted to 
grow languid, becaufe the obje@ of it 
now appears tinctured with fome few 
additional defects? I allude not to thofe 
flagrant delfertions of moral and religious 
principle, thofe extremes of depravity, 
which are not unknown to the connubial 
ftate, and give a {hock to the tendereft 
feelings of the heart. I {peak of thofe 
common failings, which long and fami- 
liar intercourfe gradually detects in every 
human character. Whether they are 
perceived by the hufband in the wife, or 
by the wife in the hufband, to contribute, 
by every becoming method to their re- 
moval is an act of duty ftri@ly incumbent 
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on the difcoverer. It is more than an act 
of duty: it is the firft office of love. 
“Thou fhalt not bate thy neighbour iz 
“ fuffering fin upon him (g); is a precept, 
the difregard of which is the moft criminal 
in thofe perfons, by whom the warmeft re- 
gard for the welfare of each other ought to 


be difplayed. 


In the courfe of the foregoing pages 
I have had occafion fully to notice the 
power which a married woman poffeffes 
of influencing the difpofitions of her huf- 
band, and the confequent duty of exerting 
it for the improvement of his moral and 
religious character. It remains now to 
guard the wife againft the effet of emo- 
tions and impreflions, which might pre- 
vent her from’ reaping- the benefit of 
fimilar exertions of duty and kindnefs on 
the part of her hufband. Let her beware 
of difcouraging him, by irritabality of tem- 
per, or by inconfiderate pronenefs to mif- 


(g) Levit. xix. 17. 
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conftruion, from communicating to her 
his opinion, when he believes that fhe has 
fallen, or is in danger of falling, into er- 
ror. To point out failings in the fpirit of 
kindnefs, is one of the cleareft indica- 
tions of friendfhip. It is, however, one 
of thofe delicate offices from which friend- 
{hip may the moft eafily be deterred. If 
a hufband find his endeavours to difcharge 
it frequently mifconceived ; if he fee 
them ufually producing perturbations diffi- 
cult to be allayed, and extending far and 
wide beyond the original fubje& of dif- 
cuffion; he may learn to think it wifer 
to let an evil exift in filence, than to 
attempt to obviate it at the hazard of a 
greater. If his confcience at any time 
call upon him to fet before his affociate 
in connubial life {fome defe@, either in 
her general condu&, or in a particular 
inftance ; he ought unqueftionably to ful- 
fil the tafk with a lively convi&ion of 
his own imperfections, and of the need 
which he has of indnlgence and forbear- 
ance on her part. He ought to fulfil 

Y it 


rcin.org.pl 


322 ON THE DUTIES OF 


it with a tendernefs of manner flowing 
from the genuine warmth of affection; 
with an ardent folicitude to fhun as far 
as may be poffible the appearance of au- 
thoritative injun&ions ; and with prudence 
adapting itfelf to the peculiarities of the 
mind which he is defirous to imprefs. In 
all cafes he ought to guard, with fcrupulous 
anxiety, againft exciting in the breaft of 
his wife a fufpicion that he is purpofely 
minute in prying into her failings; and 
again{t loading her fpirits with groundlefs 
apprehenfions that the original glow of 
his attachment is impaired by thofe which 
he has noticed. He ought to remember, 
that however culpable the difpofition may 
be, there is yet a difpofition not unfrequent 
in women no lefs than in men when re- 
ftrained; and in their own opinion without 
fufficient caufe, from proceeding in any 
particular path, to fecl in confequence of 
the reftraint itfelf a ftrong propenfity to ad- 
vance further in that path than they had 
proceeded before. But what if in one or 
more of thefe points he fhould be negligent 
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and defective ? Let not a momentary quick- 
nefs of manner, let not an inadvertent ex- 
preflion haftily dropping from his lips, nor 
even the difcovery of fome emotion tin@ur- 
ed with human infirmity, be noticed with 
refentment, or followed by retort and re- 
crimination. If he fhould evidently be 
liable to juft cenfure himfelf, his admoni- 
tion may yet be wife; his reproof, if he be 
neceffitated even to reprove, may be juft. 
Though on former occafions he fhould 
have been hurried into animadverfion with 
out reafon, there may be reafon for his 
animadverfion now. Let him not be 
thought partial and unwarrantably ftri&, if 
he fhould chance to obferve, and to obferve 
with fome indications of difquietude, a fail- 
ing when exemplified by his wife, which 
in other women he had {carcely regarded. 
Is it furprifing that he fhould be alive to 
circumftances in the conduét of the perfon 
moft intimately connected with him, which 
affected him little or not at all in a more 
diftant relation, in an acquaintance, in a 
ftranger? It fometimes happens, when a 
Y2 married 
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married woman has.not been led to at- 
tend to confiderations fuch as thofe which 
have now been fuggefted, that advice which, 
if given by the hufband, would not have 
met with a favourable acceptation, is thank- 
fully received from others. To know that 
this ftate of things is poffible fhould be a 
leffon to the hufband againft mifcondu& 
and imprudence ; for to them its exiftence 
may be owing. But let it alfo be to the 
wife an admonition againft captioufnefs 
and prejudice; for had fhe been free from 
them, it could not have exifted. 
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DUTIES OF MATRIMONIAL LIFE CON- 
TINUED, WITH A VIEW TO THE DIF- 
FERENT SITUATIONS AND CIRCUM- 
STANCES OF DIFFERENT INDIVIDU- 
ALS. 


Tue reflections which have hitherto been 
made on the duties of married women 
have had little reference to particularities 
of rank or*fituation. Yet by fuch particu- 
larities, moral advantages and difadvantages, 
duties and temptations, are in many in- 
{tances created or diverfified. London and 
the country, elevated rank and a middle 
ftation, differ fo far from each other in 
fome of the opportunities of good and of 
evil which they refpe&ively furnith ; that a 
little time and attention may not be un- 
profitably employed in explaining fome 
of the points of difference, and enforcing 
the obligations which feverally refult from 
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them. It will, perhaps, be found that no 
obfervation can be addreffed to a perfon 
refident in the metropolis, which, in cer- 
tain circumftances, may not be applied with 
propriety to the conduét of the wife of a 
country gentleman; nor any admonition 
fuggefted to the higher ranks, which may 
not be transferred with flight alteration to 
fome of the inferior orders of the commu- 
nity. Inthe remarks therefore which are 
about to be fubmitted to the reader, though 
fome of the duties refpeGively incumbent 
on married women of different defcriptions 
may, for the fake of perfpicuity, be invefti- 
gated under feparate heads, correfponding 
to the different fituations of the parties; I 
would by no means wifh it to be under- 
ftood, that what is primarily offered to the 
attention of one clafs of married women, 
may not appertain in a certain meafure to 
„all, 


Among the temptations to which a lady 
refident in London is by that circumftance 
expofed, few are morc enfnaring than thofe, 
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the primary and immediate effe@ of which 
is to encroach upon time. The public 
amufements, which the metropolis and its 
precinéts afford, are daily feen to prove fo 
fafcinating by their number and their va- 
riety to every part, efpecially to the younger 
part, of the polite world, as to occupy a 
very large proportion of the day and of the 
evening; or, to fpeak with more propriety, 
of thofe hours, whether before or after 
midnight, during which the polite world is 
abroad. For it is not merely the time 
actually {pent in the enjoyment of the 
amufement which is to be placed to the 
account. The hours of preparation which 
precede, and thofe of languor and inactivity 
which follow, equally belong to it. Nei- 
ther do the fcenes of public entertainment 
lofe their power, as far as the confumption 
of time is in queftion, over thofe who, 
fatiated and ‘palled by tedious familiarity, 
no longer find in any fpeđacle or mode of 
diverfion the gratification which it once 
befttowed. The delights of novelty are paft ; 
but the chains of fafhion and habit are rivet- 
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ted. The mind, incapable through difufe 
of relifhing better purfuits, experiences in 
the theatre and the rotunda, if not a pofi- 
tive fatisfaction, yet a relief from the dul- 
nefs of vacancy, and the painfulnefs of in- 
tercourfe with itfelf But it is unneceflary 
to dwell on a topic which has already been 
the fubjeét of much obfervation. Let us 
turn our thoughts to other circumftances, 
which, if not peculiar to the capital, yet 
exift there to an extent not to be paralleled 
elfewhere; and occafion in all places, ac- 
cording to the degree in which they exift, 
an unprofitable confumption of time, and 
all the evils attendant on the wafte of irre- 
vocable hours. 


London is the centre to which almoft all 
the individuals who fill the upper and 
middle ranks of fociety are fucceffively at- 
trated. The country pays its tribute to 
the fupreme city. Bufinefs, intereft, and 
curiofity, the love of pleafure, the defire of 
knowledge, the thirft for change, the am- 
bition to be deemed polite, occafion a con- 
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tinual influx into the metropolis from every 
corner of the kingdom. Hence a large 
and a widely difperfed and a continually 
encreafing acquaintance is the natural con- 
fequence of frequent refidence in London. 
If a married lady fuffer herfelf to be drawn 
into the fyftem of proceeding, to which 
fuch an acquaintance is generally feen to 
lead; ufeful occupations and improving 
purfuits are either at an end, or are carried 
on with extreme difadvantages, multiplied 
interruptions, declining activity, ardour, and 
fatisfaction. The morning, at leaft what 
is called the morning, is fwallowed up in 
driving from ftreet to ftreet, from {fquare 
to fquare, in purfuit of perfons whom fhe 
is afraid of difcovering, in knocking at 
doors where fhe dreads being admitted. 
Time is frittered away in a fort of {mall 
intercourfe with numbers, for whom fhe 
feels little regard, and whom fhe knows to 
feel as little for herfelf. Yet every thing 
breathes the fpirit of cordiality and attach- 
ment. The pleafure expreffed at meeting 
is fo warm, the enquiries after each other’s 

health 
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health fo minute, the folfcitude, if either 
party has caught a cold at the laft opera, fo 
extreme ; that a ftranger to the ways of 
high life, and to the true value of words in 
the modern didtionaries of compliment, 
would be in aftonifhment at fuch effufions 
of difinterefted benevolence. Invitation 
{ucceeds invitation; engagement prefles on 
engagement : etiquette offers, form accepts, 
and indifference aflumes the air of gratitude 
and rapture. Thus a continual progrefs is 
made in the looks, the language, and the 
feelings of infincerity. A lady thus bufied, 
thus accomplifhed, becomes difinclined to 
friendfhip, or unqualified for it. She has 
too many acquaintance to be at leifure 
to have a friend. The unreftrained com- 
munication of fentiment, the concern of 
genuine fympathy, the manifeftation of 
kind affe€tions by deeds of kindnets, re- 
quire time, and calmnefs, and deliberation, 
and retirement. ‘They require what diffi- 
pation is leaft able and lea willing to be- 
ftow. l 
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There feems at prefent to be an opinion 
gaining ground in high life, that in vifiting, 
no lefs than in amufements, it is neceflary 
that all polite ladies fhould go every-whither; 
an opinion among the moft pernicious of 
thofe which pervade the modern fyftem of 
fafhionible manners. Hence it arifes that 
women of amiable and excellent character 
are often feen to frequent routs, and other 
fimilar meetings, in houfes, the miftreffes 
of which they hold in merited abhorrence. 
This confequence alone might be fufficient 
to manifeft the- mifchievous tendency 
of the opinion from which it flows. 
But the fame erroneous perfuafion contri- 
butes alfo to confirm many women in their 
practice of hurrying, evening after even- 
ing, from company to company, from 
diverfion to diverfion; deprives them of 
all defire and all opportunity of reflection 
on the tempers and difpofitions of their 
own hearts; and incapacitates them for 
tranquil recreations and rational employ- 
ments. 
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Next to thofe principles of Chriftian 
“ fobriety,’ which the Scriptures again 
and again inculcate on women, whether 
fingle or in matrimonial life, as well in 
precepts addrefled immediately to the fe- 
male fex (r), as in others direéted to Chrif- 
tians in general (s), one of the moft 
powerful prefervatives againft this prevail- 
ing abufe of time, and all its unhappy 
effets on the mind, is a fettled habit of 
methodical employment. Let it be founded 
on a fair review of the feveral duties daily 
to be performed, and of their relative 
nature and importance. To devote with 
regularity certain hours to certain purpofes 
may be fomewhat more difficult in the 
crowd and hurry of the metropolis, than 
in the tranquillity of a rural refidence. 
But the fame circumftances, which caufe 
the difficulty of adhering to a predetermined 
plan, prove the neccflity of inftituting one 
and of obferving it. For how would that, 


(r) Titus, ii. 4.—1 Tim. ii. 9. 1§.—iii. 1r. 
(s) 1 Thef. v. 6. 8.—1 Peter, i. 13.—iv. 7.—v. 8 
—&e. Ke. 
which 
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which can fcarcely be attained even with 
the aid of method and habit, be accom- 
plithed if left to depend on chance? Not 
that adherence to plan is to be carried to 
the punétilious excefs of never tolerating 
the fmalleft deviation. But the danger of 
acquiring a cuftom of deviating, and of 
thus being gradually feduced from your re- 
folution, is fo formidable, that fome oc- 
cafional inconveniences may well be en- 
dured in order to avoid it. In methodifing 
time, as in all- plans of life, let the ftandard 
which you propofe to yourfelf be reafon- 
able, if you would find it ufeful. Cheat 
not yourfelf into indolence by aiming at 
little. Neither let your defire to perform 
much lead you into: the error of fetting 
yourfelf to imitate a pattern, which you are 
aware is carried to an extreme, with the 
view that notwithftanding your probable 
deficiencies you may ftill reach what you 
already difcern to be the proper medium. 
This is not fober and rational conduct. It 
is to attempt to prevent yourfelf from fee- 
ing what you cannot but fee. It is to try 

to 
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to impofe on yourfelf by a fcheme which 
you know to be an artifice. It is to pre- 
pare pretexts for remiffnefs, and tempt- 
ations to abandon the whole undertaking. 
Proceed according to the plain dictates of 
common fenfe. Trace out to yourfelf the 
exact line which your judgement tells you 
that you ought to follow, and endeavour to 
purfue it with accuracy. Remember your 
domeftic duties ; inform your mind; feek 
to advance in piety ; be not fnatched into 
the wild vortex of amufements; dare to 
refufe an invitation. Be not fhaken from 
your rational purpofes and rational mode 
of life, by the furprife, the ridicule, the 
fpecious but hollow arguments, of the 
giddy and diflipated of your own fex; 
who “ think it ftrange (¢) that ye run not 
“ with them to the fame excefs of riot,” 
and like thofe whom the Apoftle defcribes, 
if they cannot perfuade or allure, will 
probably ‘ftrive to “ fpeak evil of you.” 
Leave them to their folly and their unhap- 


(t) 1 Peter, iv. 4. 
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pinefs; and purfue fteadily the dictates of 
your underftanding and your confcience. 
Comply not with any thing which you 
deem -intrinfically wrong in order to gain 
the good word of multitudes. Incur not 
the guilt of thofe who “ loved the praife 
“ of men (of human beings) more than 
“ the praife of God («).?” Retrench the 
intercourfe of form within narrow limits. 
Cultivate the affections of the heart. In 
the vaft concourfe of the capital, there are 
numbers of your own fex, and of a ftation 
correfponding to that which you occupy, 
who are worthy of your friendfhip. Che- 
rifh fuch friendfhips as inftruments of 
comfort, of virtue, and of ufefulnefs. 
Co-operate, procure co-operation, in aid- 
ing not’ only with your purfe but with the 
influence, be it greater or fmaller, which 
your fituation poffefles, public and private 
inftitutions of Charity ; and thofe in par- 
ticular which are calculated for the relief 
of female diftrefs. Mindful of the fcar- 
city of modes of employment in which 


(u) John, xii. 43. 
perfons 


rcin.org.pl 


336 ON THE DUTIES OF 


perfons of the female fex can properly en- 
gage for a fubfiftence (x), encourage wo- 
men in all fuch occupations by fteady and 
active preference. You can fearcely ren- 
der to your own fex a more important 
benefit. In relieving the temporal afflic- 
tion of your fellow-creatures, forget not 
the higheft office of Charity, that of pro- 
viding for their religious improvement. 
Extend your refearches and your benefi- 
cence to the villages and hamlets thickly 
ftrewn round the metropolis, and cor- 
rupted by its vicinity. Do good by exer- 
tion and by example; be a blefling to 
others and to yourfelf. 


Another temptation which attends wo- 
men who refide in London, and who are 
entitled to mix in the higher circles of life, 


(x) This evil might be confiderably leffened. Several 
kinds of fhops, now chiefly in the pofleffion of men, might 
be condudted with eafe by women. Would not propriety 
alfo be confulted by a transfer of fome occupations from 
the former fex to the latter? Why has the indelicate 
cuftom of ladies employing hair-dreffers of the other fex 
becn tolerated fo long ? 
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originates from this circumftance; that the 
capital is the feat of Government, the 
centre of political power and political inə 
telligence. Hence the defire which wo- 
men are prone to feel of affociating more 
and more with perfons of rank, a defire 
which on many occafions is of itfelf fuffi+ 
ciently fedu€tive to betray them into extra- 
vagance and indifcretion, derives an addi- 
tional ftimulus. It is among Peereffes and 
the wives of Members of Parliament, and 
thofe whofe hufbands difcharge the exe- 
cutive functions of Government, or are 
ftationed in fome of the fubordinate dè- 
partments of office, that we are to look for 
the perfons whom the rage of politics 
feizes firt. At their own houles, and at 
the houfes of their near connections, they 
are accuftomed to hear queftions relating 
to the national welfare canvafled. They 
witnefs a miniature refemblance of the 
Parliamentary debate of the preceding 
evening. They become perfonally ac- 
quainted with fome of the public charac- 
ters, whom eloquence and talents have 
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elevated into fame. To liften to the cen- 
fure and to the applaufe feverally beftowed 
on individuals in the political world, while 
it excites and nouriflies curiofity, pleafes 
and foments the fpirit of party. To be 
addreffed in private circles, though it be 
only on the ftate of the weather, by him 
whom Senates have admired, ftimulates: 
while it gratifies ambition. By degrees 
they catch the paffions of the other fex, 
and are transformed into profeffed par- 
tifans; and when the change has once 
taken place, generally exceed their huf- 
bands in violence, and bitternefs, and a 
prying fpirit. To worm out a political 
fecret, to extract from the higheft autho- 
rity the earlieft tidings of a victory, of a- 
defeat, of a projected difmiffion from 
office, of an intended penfion or grant 
of nobility, is an objet which calls forth 
the utmoft exertions of their adroitnefs, 
When they have attained it, the pride of 
triumph commences. They haften from 
dreffing-room to drefling-room, from af- 
fembly to aflembly, {fpreading the news as 
l they 
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they. fly along, exaggerating the truth to 
heighten aftonifhment, and confounding 
their rivals with the blaze of fuperior in- 
telligence. In the mean time their atten- 
tion is not blind to more fubftantial acqui- 
fitions. They omit neither addrefs nor 
importunity towards men in power, when 
there is a hope that the one or the other 
may affect the diftribution of preferment. 
To obtain a living, an appointment, a ftep 
in naval or in military promotion, for a 
relation or a dependent, affords them the 
double delight of conferring an obligation 
on a perfon whom they are defirous to ferve, 
and of difplaying their intereft with the 
rulers of the ftate. The fpirit of freedom 
and of refpe&t for popular opinion, by 
which the Englifh Conftitution and Go- 
vernment were happily diftinguifhed from 
the ancient monarchy of France ; and the 
{pirit of fteadinefs and order by which 
they have been diftinguithed no lefs happily 
from the modes of political adminiftration 
by which the French monarchy has been 
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fucceeded, have precluded the ladies of 
this country from advancing to thofe enor- 
mous lengths in political intrigue, which 
have been fuccefsfully attempted on the 
Continent. ‘The pattern, however, exhi- 
bited at Paris, has long been imitated in 
London as nearly as circumftances would 
allow. In proportion as the example of 
ladies in the higheft circles affords encou- 
ragement to vanity or to hope; it is ftudied 
and followed by numbers of their female 
acquaintance, whofe fituation gives them 
an opportunity of treading, though at an 
humble diftance, in the fame fteps. Even: 
women who have no connection with the 
political hemifphere are feen to be infpired 
by the paffion communicated from their 
fuperiors ; imbibe the quinteffence of po- 
litical attachment and antipathy; and by 
the ardour with which they copy the only 
part of their model which they have the 
means of emulating, fhew that it is not 
through want of ambition that they are left 
behind in the race. 


It 
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It may, indeed, be ftated generally that, 
in confequence of the peculiar circum- 
ftances already fpecified, by which the 
capital is diftinguifhed, the love of emi- 
nence and the thirft of admiration are 
there roufed by incitements far more 
powerfyl than any other place could fup- 
ply. Hence, whatever be the obje& to 
which female ambition is direQed ; whe- 
ther it afpire to be confpicuous as the 
leader of fafhion and the oracle of polite- 
nefs; or as the ftately affociate of rank 
and dignity, to outthine all its competitors 
in the difplay of magnificence; or to an- 
‘ticipate them in the knowledge of political 
tranfactions, and drive them from the field 
in every ftruggle for the acquifition of po- 
litical favours; it is in the metropolis that 
it hurries its votary to unparalleled ex- 
tremes of folly, of pride, of envy, of ex- 
travagance. The eltimation in which the 
Scriptures hold fuch paffions and fuch con- 
dua, or, to fpeak with more propriety, 
the judgements there denounced againft 
them, have been noticed already in fuch a 
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manner, that they muft be frefh in the 
reader’s recollection. Let us for once 
attend to advice from the mouth of a 
Pagan, addreffed to the ladies of the moft 
polite city of ancient times. ‘ Be am- 
“ bitious of attaining thofe virtues which 
“ are the principal ornaments of your 
“* fex. Cherifh your inftinétive modefty ; 
and look upon it as your higheft com- 


mendation not to be the fubject of pub- 
“ lic difcourfe (y).” 


That inftinGtive modefty, fo deferving of 
being cherifhed, requires, like every other 
virtue, to be ftrengthened by culture; and 
is perhaps of all virtues that which, when 
impaired, is the moft difficult to be reftored 
to its original fenfibility. In the rude con- 
flicts of the world it -is expofed to ferious 
rifk of being imperceptibly worn away. 
In the metropolis the danger is aggravated 
partly by the fhameleffnefs with which 
vice, confident in its numbers, there fhews 


(7) Speech of Pericles to the Athenian women. Thu- 
eydides, Book ii, 
1ts 
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its face abroad ; partly by the rank of many 
of the vicious, which draws on their wicked- 
nefs the eye of public attention; and partly 
by means of the foftening appellations which 
fafhion, enlifted in the fervice of profligacy, 
has devifed for the moft flagrant breaches 
of the laws of God and man. Hence, 
not only among the unprincipled, but in 
virtuous families, among women of mo- 
defty, and by women of modefty, con- 
verfation is not unfrequently turned to 
criminal topics and incidents, of which, to 
ufe the language of an Apoftle, “ it isa 
& fhame even to {peak (x).” To conceive 
that delicacy of fentiment fhould not thus 
be undermined is impoflible. The evil now 
in queftion contaminates the country alfo ; 
but, though not reftricted to the metropolis, 
it is there moft prevalent. It ought to be 
added, that men of worth are, in number- 
lefs cafes, highly cenfurable for the little 
regard which they evince to female delicacy. 
even in their own families, by the fubjeđs 
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of converfation which they introduce or 
purfue. The mifchief done is not the lefs, 
becaufe the phraleology may be guarded. 


The habits of life which prevail in the 
metrapolis, and particularly in fafhionable 
families, are, in feveral refpects, totally re- 
pugnant to the cultivation of affection and 
connubial bappinefs. The hufband and 
the wife are fyftematically kept afunder. 
Separate eftablifhments, feparate fets of ac- 
quaintance, feparate amufements, all con- 
{pire to render them firft ftrangers, and 
afterwards indifferent, to each other. If 
they find themfelves brought together in 
mixed company, to be mutually cold, inat- 
tentive, and forbidding, is politenefs. They 
who are infpired, or are fuppofed to be 
infpired, with the warmeft attachment, are 
reciprocally to behave with a degree of 
repullive unconcern, which, if exhibited 
towards a third perfon, would be conftrued 
asan affront, The truth is, that fuch unna- 
tural maxims of behaviour have originated 
from cafes in which, however blameable, 
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they were not artificial, They have fprung 
from that indifference which was really 
felt. But thofe perfons who are folicitous 
to preferve affeCtion, will do well to cherifh 
the outward manifeftations of regard. Be it 
admitted, on the one hand, that it is poffible 
to difguft by an ill-timed difplay of the 
familiarity of fondnefs. But let it be re- 
membered, on the other, that to difguife the 
natural feelings of the heart under the fyf- 
tematic reftraints of affumed coldnefs, is 
offenfive to every rational obferver; at va- 
riance with fimplicity and ingenuouinefs of 
character ; and ultimately fubverfive of the 
tendernefs of affection both in the party 
which practifes the difguife, and in the 
perfon towards whom it is practifed. 


The influence of fafhion, which of late 
has unhappily contributed in the metropolis 
to feparate the hufband and the wife, would 
have flowed in a more beneficial channel, 
had it been applied to draw clofer the bands 
of domeftic fociety. The wives of lawyers, 
of phyficians, and of feveral other defcrip- 
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tions of men, are feldom allowed a large 
ihare of the company of their hufbands. 
While the latter are occupied abroad by 
profeffional bufinefs, the former are left 
expofed to the temptations of a diffipated 
capital, temptations which borrow ftrength 
from the wearinefs of folitude at home. 
Hence, in addition to the common obliga- 
tions which prefs on the confcience of the 
married man, and bind him to ftudy the 
comfort and the welfare of his partner, the 
hufband thus circumftanced is under yet 
another tie to fpend his leifure in the 
bofom of his family. Hence alfo the duty 
of the wife to render home, by the winning 
charms of her behaviour, attractive and de- 
lightful to her hufband, derives additional 
force. Let her confider the numberlefs 
temptations to vice, to profufion, to idle 
amufement, with which he is encompaffed. 
Let her remember with what various cha- 
racters the bufinefs of his ftation renders 
him familiar; of whom fome perhaps openly 
deride the principles of religion ; others fap 
them by infidious machinations; others 
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extenuate by their wit and talents the offen- 
fivenefs of guilt ; others add to the feducing 
example of gay wickednefs the fafcinations 
of rank and popularity. Is fhe defirous of 
his fociety? Would fhe confirm him in 
domcftic habits? Would fhe fortify him 
againft being allured into the haunts of 
luxury, riot, and profanenefs? Let her 
conduét fhew that home is dear to herfelf 
in his abfence, ftill dearer when he is pre- 
fent. Let her unaffefted mildnefs, her in- 
genuous tendernefs, place before his mind 
a forcible contraft to the violence, the arti- 
fice, the unfeeling felfifhnefs, which he wit- 
nefles in his commerce with the world. 
Let the cheerful tranquillity of domeftic 
pleafures ftand in the place of trifling and 
turbulent feftivity abroad. Let his houfe, 
as far as her endeavours can be effectual, 
be the abode of happinefs; and he will 
furely have little temptation to bewilder 


himfelf in feeking for happinefs under an- 
other roof. 


There are motives of health or conve- 
nience which occafionally determine indi- 
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viduals, bufied in mercantile concerns, ra- 
ther to fix themfelves at a country refidence 
within a few miles of London than in the 
heart of the city; and thence to pay daily 
vifits to their counting-houfes in town. To 
the wives of perfons thus circumftanced, 
the obfervations in the preceding paragraph 
may be addrefled. It may indeed be faid 
generally, that the turn of mind and the 
habits of life in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the capital are naturally become fo 
far fimilar to thofe prevalent in St. James’s- 
fquare, that almoft every remark on moral 
dutics, which is applicable to the latter 
fituation, may be transferred to the former. 


One of the duties which require to be 
exprefsly {tated as incumbent on ladies who 
pafs a large portion of the year in the me- 
tropolis, and efpecially on ladies of rank 
and influence, is the following; to endea- 
vour to improve the general tone of focial 
intercourfe, and particularly jn the article 
of amulements, Let them exchange the 
vat and promifcuous aflemblages, which 
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now crowd their fuite of rooms from even- 
ing vimoft to day-break, for {mall and fele& 
parties, to which a virtuous character fhall 
be a necefiary introduction, and in which 
virtuous friendihip and rational entertain- 
ment may be enjoyed. Let them difcoun- 
tenance the prevailing fyftem of late hours, 
which undermine the conftitution; and 
entail languor and idlenefs on that period 
of the day, which they who have not 
adopted the modern and deftrudtive cuftom 
of late-rifing know to be the moft delight- 
ful and the moft ufeful. Let them fet up 
a‘ ftandard againft play, fafhionable follies, 
and enfnaring cuftoms ; and unite the in- 
nocent pleafures of improving and enter- 
taining fociety with the fmalleft poffible ex- 
penfe of time, money, and domeftic order. 
The benefits which might accrue to the 
youth of both fexes from the amelioration 
of the general ftate of meetings for purpofes 
of converfation and amufeiment in polite 
circles are incalculable. The profpedt of a 
happy fettlement in life for individuals, 
their domeftic condud, their domeftic com- 
fort, the manners and habits of various 
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clafles of the community prone’ to imbibe 
the opinions and to copy the example of 
their immediate fuperiors ; all thefe are cir- 
cumftances which that amelioration would 
contribute to improve. 


In the metropolis, the morals of fervants 
are expofed to extraordinary dangers. By 
common temptations they are there befet 
more powerfully than in the country ; and 
have alfo to contend with others peculiar 
to the capital. Yet it is, perhaps, in London 
that they receive the leaft attention from 
mafters and miftreffes of families. The 
proper inference to be drawn from thefe 
facts is obvious A& conformably to it 
in all points. Let not your domeftics 
of either fex be fuffered to depend for a 
part of their emoluments on the perquifites 
of gaming. Let them be guarded to the 
utmoft of your power againft the irrepa- 
rable mifchiefs which attend the pra¢tice 
of infuring in flate lotteries (a). 

(a) For {fome account of thofe mifchiefs, fee the 


«c Treatife on the Police of the Metropolis,” 2d Edit. 
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Ladies who, being united to men occu- 
pied in the tranfactions of trade and bufinefs, 
find themfelves refident in the city, often 
{hew that they are extremely diffatisfied with 
their fituation. Accumulating riches re- 
pay them not for the apprehenfion of im- 
puted vulgarity. Each wearies her hufband 
with importunate earneftnefs that he would 
renounce the degrading profits of the count- 
ing-houfe and the fhop, which he is now 
wealthy enough to defpife; and exchange 
the ungenteel dulnefs of Lombard-ftreet for 
the modifh vicinity of the court. Affect 
ing to look down on the polite world; de- 
riding the barren rent-rolls of encumbered 
eftates, apparent to their imaginations 
through the veil of fuperficial {plendor ; 
they are eager to ape the follies and to 
crowd into the fociety of the gilded {warm 
which they would feem to hold in con- 
tempt. Ladies of fafhion in the mean time 
are exulting, at the other end of the towa, 
that the hands of their hufbands were never. 
contaminated with the filthy gains of com- 
merce; and delight in turning into ridicule 
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the awkward efforts of the citizen’s wife to 
rival the affembly and the public breakfaft of 
the Peerefs by expenfe void of propriety, 
and pomp deftitute of tafte. It is thus that 
pride and envy, difplaying themfelves une 
der oppofite forms, are equally confpicuous 
in both parties. 


When the period of refidence in the me- 
tropolis is come to a conclufion, a lady is 
fometimes apt to difplay among her neigh- 
bours in the country, in a manner which 
cannot be miftaken, her confcioufnefs that 
fhe is lately arrived from the centre of 
fafhion and politenefs. Her pride betrays 
itfelf under various afpe€ts and modifi- 
cations according to the particular fhades 
of -her temper and difpofitions, and the re- 
fpective circumftances of the individuals 
thrown into her fociety. Sometimes it 
appears without difguife in fupercilious 
ftatelinefs. Sometimes it is revealed by the 
infolence of affeted condefcenfion. At 
one time, it expatiates on the intimacies 
which it has formed, or profeffes to have 
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formed, in high life ; and defcribes the per- 
fons, particularifes the characters, and retails 
the converfation of peers and peereffes. At 
another, it officially fhews itfelf to be 
lowering the tone of difcourfe to the level 
of the country ; and with a parade of atten- 
tion turns afide from fubjeéts, with which 
it gives the company prefent to underftand 
that they are not fuppofed to be acquainted. 
The contempt which airs of this nature 
evince, is ever found to recoil on thofe 
who prattife them. 


A lady, when fhe leaves London, ought 
to be careful not to corrupt the country by 
the introduction of foolifh and culpable 
fathions. Her example, whichever way it 
turns, is likely to have confiderable weight. 
In the metropolis fhe was only one ina 
crowd. Even there it was her duty invari- 
ably to recolle& that her conduct would by 
no means be without influence on others; 
that the whole mafs was compofed of indi- 
viduals; and that each individual was re- 
fponfible for an individual fhare. But 
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when fhe comes down to the family man- 
fion, the eyes of the neighbourhood will, 
for a time, be turned upon herfelf. If fhe 
import a cargo of modifh follies and 
modifh vices, they will foon be diffufed 
throughout the diftri&t in which the refides. 
If fhe neither introduce them herfelf, nor 
adopt them though they fhould be intro- 
duced into the vicinity ; her friends and her 
acquaintance, thofe who fee her and thofe 
who hear of her, will then dare not to give 
into them. 


Among perfons of the female fex who 
refide conftantly in the country, and at the 
fame time poflefs few opportunities of mix- 
ing with polifhed and intelligent fociety, 
errors and failings originate, no lefs than 
among men, from the want of enlarged 
fentiments and a greater knowledge of the 
world. Prejudice fhews itfelf in various 
thapes, and extends to a multitude of ob- 
jets. Changes in manners and cuftoms, 
though in reality for thd better, are repro- 
bated. The condué& of others, efpecially 
= of 


rcin.org.pl 


MATRIMONIAL LIFE. 355 


of thofe who move in a higher circle, is 
judged with acrimony. Little allowance is 
made for unfeen motives and unknown cir- 
cumftances. The {pirit of party broods 
over imaginary offences. Sometimes its 
operations are more ative: infomuch that 
ladies, inftigated by vanity, and liftening 
with greedy attention to the flatteries of 
fome interefted partizan of the other fex, 
who enlarges on the advantages which their 
interference would fecure to’ a favourite 
candidate at,an election, are feen to plunge 
into the rude intercourfe and degrading 
occupations of a local conteft. In {mall 
towns, and in their immediate neighbour- 
hood, the fpirit of detra€tion ever appears. 
with fingular vehemence. In the metro- 
polis, and in other large cities, it may per- 
haps be no Iefs active. There, however, 
its activity is difperfed amidft the crowd of 
individuals whom it affails. It has there 
fuch an overflowing abundance of delin- 
quents, or fuppofed delinquents, to -purfue, 
that perfons who are not-confpicuous in the 
routine of fafhion, nor by any other inci- 
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dent particularly drawn forth into publie 
notice, have a reafonable chance of efcaping 
very frequent attacks. But here the fmall- 
nefs of the circle renders all who move in 
it univerfally known to each other. The 
objects on which curiofity can exercife her 
talents are fo few, that fhe never with- 
draws her eye from any of them long: 
and fhe already knows fo much refpecting 
each, that fhe cannot reft until fhe has 
learned every thing. Nor is this all. 
Among the females who are ating their 
parts on fo narrow a ftage, clafhings, and 
competitions, and diffenfions, will have 
been frequent ; and grudges of ancient date 
are revived to fupply food for prefent male- 
volence and fcandal. 


A propenfity to pufh fafhions in drefs to 
abfurd extremes is alfo very frequent in 
country towns. Ladies who have been 
converfant with the polite world know 
that, however generally a particular mode 
may be prevalent, much latitude is ftill left 
to inclination and tafte; and that a mode- 
rate degree of conformity is always futh- 
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cient to ward off the charge of fingularity. 
But they who have feen lefs, or have been 
lefs obfervant, are in common fo little aware 
either of this truth, or of the precife limits 
within which the exifting mode is circum- 
{cribed, that in their zeal to outvie each 
other, and their dread of falling fhort of 
the pattern exhibited in high life, they pufh 
their attempts at imitation to a prepolterous 
excefs. And while they are exulting in 
the thought that their head-drefs is con- 
ftructed, and their gown cut out and trim- 
med, precifely according to the lateft model 
difplayed by the arbiters of fafhion in the 
capital; they. would find, if they could 
tranf{plant themfelves into a public room in 
the metropolis, their appearance an extra- 
vagant caricature of the decorations of 
which they had conceived it to be an accu- 
rate refemblance. 


Some of the duties and temptations fever- 
ally pertaining to different married women 
in confequence of profeffional differences in 
the fituations of their hufbands remain 
to be confidered. — 
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It may be proper to direét our attention, 
in the firft place, to the wives of clergymen. 
St. Paul, fpeaking of the minifters of the 
Gofpel from the bifhop to the deacon, ad- 
verts particularly to the condu& of their 
wives; and exprefsly. requires, that they 
be “ grave, not flanderous, fober, faith- 
* ful. in all things ($)? Not that any 
one of the virtues, which ought to orna- 
ment the wife of the clergyman, is not alfo 
required of every woman. But the Apoftle 
well knew that the want of any of them 
would prove, in the way of example, far 
more prejudicial in the wife of a clergy- 
man than in arother perfon. Hence the 
repeated injunctions which he delivers to 
the. teachers of. Chriftianity, that they 
fhoutd.‘ rule well their own families (c).” 
Hence ttoo the promife given by every 
clergyman of the eftablifhed Church of 
England at his admiffion into holy orders, 
that he will “ frame and fafhion his family, 
s as well 'as him{clf, according to the doc- 
“ trine of Chrift; that both may be whole- 

(b) 1 Tim. ili. rr. (c) 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5. 12. 
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« fome examples and patterns to his 
“ flock (d)? If a clergyman, he whofe 
office it is to guide others from the follies 
and corruptions of the world into the way 
of falvation, to “ let his light fo fhine be- 
“ fore men that they may fee his good 
“ works and glorify,” by imitating them, 
“ his Father who is in heaven (e),” for- 
get that branch of his facred funétion ; if 
he indulge, I will not fay in grofs vices, 
but in thofe lighter inftances of mifcon- 
dua, which are yet fuflicient to evince 
that religion holds not an undifputed pre~ 
dominance in his heart; the dulleft under- 
ftanding is quick-fighted enough to difcern 
his faults, and to avail itlelf of the pre- 
tences which: they may be reprefented ag 
affording for criminal indulgences in others, 
This obfervation may be extended in a 
certain degree to the example difplayed by 
his family, more efpecially to: that exhi- 
bited by his wife. Does fhe, who is the 
conftant companion of a minifter. of reli- 
gion, fhe who, in addition to the motives 

(d) See the office of ordination. . (e) Mat. v. 6. 
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which prefs on all “ women profeffing 
“ godlinefs (f), all women who profefs 
to believe and praétife Chriftianity, is 
urged by peculiar obligations to the attain- 
ment of Chriftian excellence, prove herfelf 
actuated by a worldly temper? Is fhe af- 
piring, vain, giddy, calumnious, avaricious, 
or unforgiving? She tranfgrefles the laws 
of her Saviour, and difregards the fpirit of 
the Gofpel, with ftrong circumftances of 
aggravation ; and contributes not a little to 
leffen the general effect of her hufband’s 
inftructions from the pulpit. Such is the 
confequence of her defects, whatever be 
the ftation which the perfon to whom fhe 
is united may occupy in the church. In 
proportion to the eminence of that ftation, 
the mifchief of her bad example is in- 
creafed. On the other hand, if religion 
have its genuine effect on her manners and 
difpofitions ; if it render her humble and 
mild, benevolent and candid, fedate, mo- 
deft and devout; if it withdraw her in- 
clinations from fafhionable foibles and fa- 
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fhionable expences ; if it lead her to aéti- 
vity in fearching out and alleviating the 
wants of the neighbouring poor; and in 
promoting, according to her fituation and 
ability, fchools and other inftitutions for 
the advancement of religion, and the en- 
couragement of induftry among the chil- 
dren in the diocefe or the parifh committed 
to her hufband ; fhe is a “ fellow-labourer ” 
with him “ in the Gofpel.” . She prepares 
the hearts of all who liften to his inftruc- 
tions and exhortations to receive them 
without prejudice ; and attracts others to 
the fpirit of Chriftianity by the amiable 
luftre which it diffufes round herfelf. 


Hiftory affirms that, in the days of 
Queen Elizabeth, the wives of the prelates 
manifefted no fmall diffatisfaction at not 
being permitted to fhare with their huf- 
bands the honors and privileges of nobi- 
lity ; and that they applied with earneft 
but ineffectual folicitude to procure the 
removal of the fancied degradation. It is 
to the credit of the wives of modern 
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bifhops that fo few indications of a fimilar 
{pirit have appeared among them, as rarely, 
if ever, to have been held up to public 
notice, even by thofe who have been the 
moft acute in difcovering,.and the moft 
aftive :in divulging, the faults of perfons 
clofely conne&ed with epifcopacy. In 
every other refpect let them be fhining 
models of unaffected humility and moder- 
ation. Never let them be induced by ties 
of confanguinity, or by any other motive, 
to ftrive to exert an improper influence on 
the judgement of their hufbands as to the 
diftribution of ecclefiaftical preferment. It 
is no more than equity to acknowledge 
‘that in feveral inftances the wife of a bi- 
{bop is expofed to peculiar temptations of 
confiderable ftrength, The prelate has, 
perhaps, little private fortune. He has 
been clevated from an humble condition. 
Though pomp and luxury be. f{hunned as 
{crupuloufly as they ought to be, the un- 
avoidable expences of his ftation, augment- 
ed ‘by the occafional refidence required 
from him in the capital, make deep inroads 
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into his revenue. Under thefe circum- 
{tances his wife ought to be, in common 
with himfelf, uniformly mindful, not only 
that the elevation of his family terminates 
with his life, but that every attempt to 
provide for the continuance of a portion 
of that elevation by fhutting the hand of 
charity, and greedily hoarding almoft 
every thing that can be: faved from the 
annual profits of the fee, in order that the 
favings may roll up into a large fortune 
for his children, is utterly unjuftifiable in 
the fight of God. Was he raifed by 
merit? Let her not repine that her fons, 
whofe merit, be it whatever it may, has 
not hitherto ftood the teft of time and 
experience, are to be reduced to the level 
whence he rofe. If they fhould not have 
their father’s fuccefs, they may yet equal 
his defert. Was he raifed without ade- 
quate merit? Let her not regret that her 
children no longer poflefs, what in ftri&- 
nefs even their father ought never to have 
enjoyed. Let her not fecretly murmur at 
the profpe& of defcending, if fhe fhould 
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furvive him, to the ftation in which he 
would have left her, had he died before 
his advancement to the mitre. Let her be 
thankful to Providence for the additional 
good which fhe is now enabled by the rank 
and fituation of her hufband to effeét both 
in his diocefe and elfewhere; and without 
anxiety leave that Being, who at prefent 
entrufts her with the power, to determine 
whether it fhall or fhall not remain with 
her to the end of her days. The laws and 
ufages, which withhold from the wife of 
a prelate the diftinctions of peerage, will 
appear, when confidered with a reference 
to the cafe of her widowhood, not lefs be- 
nevolent than wife. The fhock of mif- 
fortune, as relating to outward circum- 
fiances, is extremely diminifhed. She can 
now retire without difficulty to modeft 
privacy, unburdened with the real or ima- 
ginary fources of expence: with which 
rank and titles would have oppreffed her. 
She retires encircled with the refpeat which 
hcr own virtues and thofe of her hufband 
have accumulated around her; and pro- 

bably 


rcin.org.pl 


MATRIMONIAL LIFE. 365 


bably enriched with an acceffion of friends 
whofe attachment, were it to be put to the 
trial in an hour of diftrefs, would not be 
found to forfake her. 


Some of the temptations to which the 
wife of a bifhop is obnoxious, in confe- 
quence of the temporary nature of the in- 
come which fhe partakes, attach, in a cer- 
tain meafure, on women united to perfons 
who poffefs inferior dignities in the church, 
and even on the wives of private clergy- 
men. There is, in each cafe, a continu- 
ally operating inducement to be too fparing 
in charity for the fake of providing for 
pofterity. It is an inducement to which 
numbers are daily proving themfelves fupe- 
rior: but as it aéts with particular force on 
all defcriptions of perfons whofe income 
defcends not to thofe whom they leave be- 
hind, it well deferves to be pointed out in 
the way of caution. Attention to lay up 
provifion for the future exigencies of a fa- 
mily is innocent, is laudable, when reftrict- 
ed within proper bounds, in an ecclefiaftic 
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as well as in others. It is only blamable 
when it proceeds to excefs; when it inter- 
feres with the reafonable demands of bene- 
volence. From that excefs let the wife 


guard her hufband and herfelf. 


The wife of an officer in the naval or 
in the military fervice is, in feveral re- 
fpects, expofed to moral trials of confider- 
hble magnitude. In time of war the is left 
to endure the anxieties of a long feparation 
from her hufband, while he is toiling on 
the ocean, or contending in a diftant quarter 
of the globe with the bullets of the enemy 
and the maladies of the climate. The ftate 
of tremulous fufpenfe, when the mind is 
ignorant of the fate of the obje& which it 
holds moft dear, and knows not but that 
the next pot may confirm the moft 
dreadful of its apprehenfions, can be calm- 
ed only by thofe confolations which look 
beyond the prefent world. Let not def- 
pondency withhold the confidence due to 
the protecting Power of Him, “ without 
“ whom not even a fparrow falleth to the 

3 s“ ground.” 
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“ ground (g).” Let not folicitude queftion 
the wifdom which uniformly marks the 
determinations of that Being, one of whofe 


” 
. 


characteriftics it is to be “ wonderful in 
“ counfel (4):” nor affliction forget that 
he has promifed that “ all things fhall 
“ work together for good to them that 
“ love him {2).” When the hufband is 
fighting the battles of his country, the 
whole management of the domeftic ceco- - 
nomy of his family devolves upon his 
wife. Let her faithfully execute the truft, 
and fhun even a diftant approach towards 
extravagance. In her whole demeanour, 
let her guard againft every fymptom of 
levity, every trace of inadvertence, which 
might give rife to the mifconceptions of 
ignorance, or awaken the cenforious tongue 
of malice. Let it be her conftant objec 
that, if it fhall pleafe the Divine Providence 
to reftore her hufband, fhe may prefent 
herfelf before him at leaft as worthy of his 
efteem and love as fhe was when he left 
© (g) Matth. x. 29: (4) Ifaiah, xxviii. 29. 
`G) Romans, viii. 28. 


her. 
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her. The wife of the military officer has 
fometimes to encounter new and peculiar 
temptations, at times when fhe is not fepa- 
rated from her hufband. Various circum- 
ftances frequently concur tolead her threugh 
the viciflitudes of a wandering life, in ac- 
companying him fucceflively from one 
country town where he is quartered to 
another ; and occaftonally fix her during 
the time of war in the vicinity of the 
camp where his regiment is pofted. Dif- 
ufe to a fettled home, and the want of 
thofe domeftic occupations and pleafures 
which no place of refidence but a fettled 
home can fupply, tend to create a fondnefs 
for roving, an eagernefs for amufement, 
an inveterate propenfity to card-playing, 
and an averfion to every kind of reading, 
except the perufal of the mifchievous trafh 
which the circulating library pours forth 
for the entertainment of a mind unac- 
cuftomed to reflection. It unfortunately 
happens too, that, in this fituation, her 
fociety is not fufficiently compofed of 

6 perfons 
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perfons of her own fex. Feminine referve, 
delicacy of manners, and even delicacy of 
fentiment, are in extreme danger of being 
worn away by living in habits of fami- 
liar intercourfe with a crowd of officers ; 
among whom it is to be expected that 
there will be fome who are abfolutely im- 
proper, and more who are very undefir- 
able affociates. Duty and affe&tion may in 
certain cafes render it neceflary, that a 
married lady fhould ftand the brunt of 
thefe temptations. But the confequent 
danger fhould excite her to unwearied and 
univerfal circumfpeCtion ; and warn her to 
cultivate with unremitting vigilance thofe 
habits of privacy, and of ufeful and me- 
thodical employment, without which fe- 
male diffidence, purity of heart, and a 
capacity for the enjoyment and the com- 
munication of domeftic happinefs, will 
{carcely be found to furvive. 


The wife of a manufacturer, or of a per- 
fon engaged in any branch of trade pro- 
ductive of confiderable gain, is likewife 

BB fubjeted 
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fubjected by her own fituation and that of 
her hufband to moral duties and trials, 
which require to be briefly noticed. If her 
hufband has raifed himfelf by fuccefs in his 
bufinefs to a ftate of affluence and credit 
much fuperior to that which he originally 
pofleffed, and in particular if he has thus 
raifed himfelf from very low beginnings ; 
his wife is not unfrequent]y puffed up with 
the pride which he is fometimes found to 
contract during the period of his elevation; 
looks down with the contemptuous info- 
lence of profperity on her former acquaint- 
ances and friends; frowns into filence the 
hopes and the requefts of poor relations ; 
and would gladly confign to oblivion every 
circumftance, which calls to mind the con- 
dition from which fhe has been exalted. 
She becomes ambitious to difplay her newly 
acquired wealth in the parade of drefs, in 
coftly furniture, inluxuriousentertainments. 
Ever apprehenfive of being treated by her 
late equals or fuperiors with a lefs degree 
of refpe& than fhe now conceives to be her 
due, íhe. perpetually finds, or fuppofes that 

fhe 
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fhe finds, what the is taking fuch pains to 
difcover. If from the operation of abfurd 
and arrogant prejudices, which, though far 
lefs prevalent in modern times than here- 
tofore, are not yet wholly extinguifhed, fhe 
be occafionally treated by ladies of fuperior 
rank and fortune with the fupercilious airs 
referved to be exhibited towards thofe who 
have recently emerged into opulence; in- 
ftead of proving by her conduét the juftice 
of the Scriptural admonition that “ before 
“ honour is humility (4),” fhe fails not to 
convince them that her pride is equal to 
their own. Though fhe may control the 
effervefcence of her wrath, and break not 
forth into turbulence and outrage; fhe 
broods in fecret over the affront, and gra- 
tihesher malevolence with every thing which 
truth or falfehood can fuggeft to the detri- 
ment and difparagement of the offending 
party. The difgracefulnefs and the ‘guilt 
of thefe unchriftian tempers appear in the 
deepeft colours of deformity, when con- 


(4) Proverbs, xv, 33. 
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‘trafted with the behaviour of thofe women 
‘who are feen to retain, after the largeft ac- 
ceffions of riches and confequence, the un- 
‘affuming manners, the meeknefs of difpo- 
fition, the fame principles, the fame attach- 
ments, by which they were originally 
diftinguifhed. 


When a large manufactory collects to- 
gether, as is the cafe in cotton mills and 
fome other inftances, a number of women 
and children within its walls; or draws a 
‘concourfe of poor families into its imme- 
diate vicinity, by the employment which it 
‘affords to ‘the different parts of them ; lèt 
‘the wife ‘of the owner continually bear in 
‘mind that to their toil irer opulence is ow- 
‘ing. Let her remember tlfat the obligations 
“betweeri the labourer and hits employer are 
reciprocal. ‘With cordial activity let her 
unite with her hufband, in all ways com~ 
“patible with the offices of her fex, to pro~ 
mote the comfort and welfare of his de- 
pendents by liberal charity adapted to their 
refpective wants, and by all other means 

| which 
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which perfonal infpedtion and inquiry may 
indicate as conducive to the prefervation of 
their health, and the improvement of their 
moral and religious character. The af- 
femblage of multitudes is highly unfavour- 
able to virtue. The conftant occupations 
of children in a manufactory may eafily 
be pufhed to an extreme, that will leave 
neither time nor inclination for the acqui- 
fition of thofe principles of chriftian recti- 
tude, which, if not imprefled during 
childhood, are rarely gained afterwards. 
If fuch occupations be carried on in the 
contaminated atmofphere of crowded 
rooms, they fap the conftitution in the 
years deftined according to the courfe 
of nature for its complete eftablifhment. 
Thefe are evils which every perfon, who 
has an intereft in a manufactory, is bound 
by the ftrongeft ties of duty to prevent; or, 
if they exift already, to remove. 


A fimilar obligation refts on the wives of 
tradefmen in general, in proportion to the 
ability and the opportunities which they 

BB3 poffefs 
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poffefs of benefiting, in any of the methods 
which have been pointed out, the families 
of the workmen employed by their huf- 
bands. Ifa woman have herfelf the fuper- 
intendence and management of the fhop, 
let induftry, punctuality, accuracy in keep- 
ing accounts, the {crupuloufnefs of honefty 
fhewing itfelf in a fteady abhorrence of 
every manceuvre to impofe on the cuftomer, 
and all other virtues of a commercial cha- 
racter which are reducible to practice in 
her fituation, diftinguith her condud (/). If 

her 


(2) It is faid, by thofe who have fuflicient opportunities 
of afcertaining the fact, to be no unfrequent practice 
among the wives of feveral defcriptions of fhopkeepers 
in London, knowingly to demand from perfons who call 
to purchafe articles for ready money, a price, when the 
hufband is not prefent, greater than that which he 
would have afked. This overplus, if the article be 
bought, the wife conceals, and appropriates to her own 
ufe. If the cuftomer demur at the demand, and the 
hufband chances to enter; the wife profeffes to have 
been miftaken, and apologifes for the error. Thus de- 
tection is avoided. It is fcarcely neceflary to fay, that 
the whole of the proceeding is grofs difhonefty and 
falfehood on the part of the wife. If the hufband have 
Jed her into temptation, by withholding from her an 

i l equitable 
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her occupation be fuch as to occafion young 
women to be placed under her roof as affift- 
ants in her bufinefs, or for the purpofe of 
acquiring the knowledge of it; let her be- 
have to them with the kindnefs of a friend, 
and watch over their principles and moral 
behaviour with the folicitude of a mother. . 


equitable fupply of money for her proper expences, he 
alfo deferves great blame. Does the then attempt to 
juftify herfelf on this plea? As reafonably might the 
allege it in defence of forgery. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
ON PARENTAL DUTIES. 


Or all the duties incumbent on mankind, 
there are none which recommend them- 
felves more powerfully to natural reafon 
than thofe of the parent. The high efti- 
mation in which the fcriptures hold them 
is evident, from a variety of precepts, re- 
fleétions, allufions, comparifons, and inci- 
dents, in the Old and New Teftaments. The 
obligations which reft on the father and 
the mother, in many points the fame, are, 
in fome few refpects, different. Thus, for 
example, the tafk of making a reafonable 
` provifion for the future wants of children 
belongs, in common cafes, to the father. 
“ If any,” faith St. Paul, “ provide not for 
“his own, and efpecially for thofe of his 
“ own houfe, he hath denied the faith, and 
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“is worfe than an infidel (m);” he difobeys 
one of the clearet injunétions of Chrifti- 
anity, and omits to difcharge an office, 
which Pagans in general would have been 
afhamed of neglefting. That thefe words 
of the Apoftle include parents, is a truth 
which will not be queftioned. They are 
now quoted not for the fake of inculcating 
the particular obligation to which they re- 
late, but for the fake of an inference which 
they furnifh. They enable us to conclude, 
with certainty, what would have been the 
language of St. Paul, had he been led ex- 
prefsly to deliver his fentiments concerning 
mothers regardlefs of maternal duties. 


In the former part of this work, when 
the education of young women and their 
introduction into general focicty were the 
fubjeéts under difcuffion, feveral of the moft 
important topics of parental duty, being in- 
feparably connected with thofe fubjedts, were 
illuftrated and enforced. It remains now to 


(m) 1 Tim. v. 8. 
fubjoin 


rcin.org.pl 


378 ON PARENTAL DUTIES. 


fubjoin fome detached remarks, which could 
not hitherto be commodioully fated. Like 
the preceding they relate to points which 
will prefs on the attention of a mother, 
whether fharing with a hufband the duties 
of a parent, or called by his death to 
the more arduous office of fulfilling them 
alone, | 


The frå of the parental duties Which na- 
ture points out to the mother is to be her- 
felf the nurfe of her own offspring. In 
fome inftances, however, the parent is not 
endued with the powers of conftitution re- 
quifite for the difcharge of it. In others 
the difcharge of it would be attended with 
arifk to her own health greater than fhe 
ought to encounter when it can be avoided. 
In every fuch cafe the general obligation 
ceafes, ‘The difappointment which will be 
felt by maternal tendernefs, ought to be 
borne without repining; and without in- 
dulging apprehentions refpeciing the welfare 
of the infant, which experience has proved 
to be needicfs, But fpontaneoufly to tranf- 
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fer to a ftranger, as modern example dic- 
tates, the oflice of nurturing your child, 
when your health and ftrength are adequate 
to the undertaking ; to transfer it that your 
indolence may not be difturbed, or that 
your paffion for amufement may not be 
crippled in its exertions; is to evince a moft 
fhameful degree of felfifhnefs and unnatural 
infenfibility. When affection fails even in 
this firft trial, great reafon have we to fore- 
bode the abfence of that difpofition to fub- 
mit to perfonal facrifices, which will be 
found indifpenfably neceffary to the per- 
formance of the fubfequent duties of a 
parent. 


Whether a mother be or be not able to 
rear her offspring at her own breaft, con- 
fcience and natural feelings unite in direct- 
ing her to exercife that general fuperin- 
tendence over the condu& of all the 
iuhabitants of the nurfery, which is requi- 
fite to preferve her infant from fuffering 
by negle@, by the prejudices of ignorance, 
or by the immoderate officioufnefs df care. 

When 
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When the dawning intellect begins to 
unfold itfelf, the office of parental inftruc- 
tion commences. The difpofitions of a 
child are fufceptible of very early culture : 
and much trouble and much unhappinefs 
may be prevented by nipping in the bud 
the firt fhoots of caprice, obftinacy, and 
paffion, and by inftilling and cherifhing 
amiable fentiments and habits. The twig, 
however young and tender, may be bent 
and fafhioned by the hand of gentlenefs. 
The mind foon learns by habit to expect 
difcipline ; and ere long begins to difcipline 
itfelf. By degrees the young pupil ac- 
quires the capacity of underftanding the 
general reafons of the parent’s commands, 
denials, commendations, and _ reproofs: 
and they fhould be communicated in moft 
cafesin which they can be comprehended, 
Among thefe reafons, obedience to God, 
the love of him, and a defire to pleafe him, 
together with other motives derived from 
Chriftianity, fhould hold the pre-eminence 
which they deferve ; and fhould be early 
prefented to the infant mind in ftrong and 

attractive 
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attractive colours. Religion is thus en- 
grafted through the divine co-operation 
into the nature of children foon after 
their original paflions begin to work; 
and may be expected to become a more 
vigorous plant, and to arrive at a more 
fruitful maturity, than could have been 
hoped if the commencement of its growth 
had been delayed to a later period. 'Thus 
a child is trained up from the firt “ in 
“ the way in which he fhould go.” And 
by a continuance of the fame care, ‘till 
in humble dependence on the bleffing of 
‘God, there is the faireft profpect that “ he 
“© will keep in it unto the end.” To 
‘make a right impreffion on the opening 
“mind, Religion fhould appear with an 
awful and an amiable afpe&t: liberal of 
the moft precious gifts, and delighted to 
confer them; yet refolved to punifh, if 
“her offers--be {lighted and her commands 
difobeyed. .Let parents beware of partial 
and- unfair reprefentations of the will and 
eounfel of God in order to obtain fome 
prefent end. Perhaps we may always 
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difcern, that moft good is effected by 
unfolding the entire and unfophifticated 
truth. But if parents imagine otherwife, 
God is wifer than man. And they may 
be certain that the Revclation, which he 
has vouchfafed for the inftru€tion and 
falvation of mankind, is far more likely 
to accomplifh the intended objeé&t when 
laid before old and young, rich and poor, 
in its true colours; than when difguifed 
by man, the better, as he conceives, to 
anfwer a prefent purpofe. Kindnefs to 
bear with flow and feeble apprehenfion, 
perfe& freedom from irritability and ca- 
pricioufnefs, care to fhun involuntary ab- 
fence of thought, patience not weary of 
attending to minute obje&s and minute 
opportunities, and fteadinefs never to be 
won by mere entreaty, or teazed by im- 
portunity, from its original right de- 
termination, are among the qualifications 
at all periods, and efpecially at the pe- 
riod of which we now {peak, effential to 


the parent. 
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As childhood advances, the opening fa- 
culties are employed under maternal direc- 
tion on the rudiments of knowledge. The 
parent in thefe days poifeffes, in the variety 
of elementary tracts of modern date, advan- 
tages of which, when fhe herfelf was a 
child, her preceptrefs was deftitute. The 
firft principles of religion are inculcated in 
a mode adapted to intereft attention; and 
information on many other fubjects is 
couched under the form of dialogue and 
narrative fuited to the comprehenfion and 
amufing to the imagination of the pupil. 
A proper felection from the multitude of 
little publications, differing materially as to 
intrinfic worth, requires no large portion of 
time and trouble. Where caution is eafy, 
negligence is in the fame proportion repre- 
henfible. In exercifing the child in books 
which contain a manifeft admixture of 
defe€tive and erroneous obfervations, (anzi 
fuch is the cafe with almoft every per- 
formance,) great care fhould be taken, tp 
reprefent and explain the fubje@ of them to 
the child in a proper light. And every op- 
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portunity thus afforded of arming the young 
mind againft faults, which it muft after- 
wards encounter in life, fhould be feized 
and employed to the utmoft advantage. 


The time now arrives, when the regular 
bufinefs of education, in all its branches, is 
to begin; and the great queftion, whether 
it fhall be conducted at home or abroad, is 
to bedecided. The grounds on which that 
point is to be determined have been fuf- 
ficiently difcuffed already ; and the degrees 
of attention refpectively due to each of the 
various objects, to which youthful applica- 
tion is to be directed, have been explained. 
It is true that the chapter (z) to which I 
allude pertains exclufively to the education 
of girls. But the general principles there 
illuftrated may be transferred, without dif- 
ficulty, to the cafe of boys ; and will guide 
the mother in the part which fhe bears in 
fettling the plan of their education. To 
fix that plan is an office which belongs 


(s) Chap. iv. 
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jointly to both parents. But the fuperior 
acquaintance which the hufband poffeffes 
with the habits and purfuits of adtive life, 
and his fuperior infight into thofe attain- 
ments which will be neceflary or defirable 
for his fons in the ftations which they are 
to fill, and the profeffions which they are 
to practife, will entitle his judgement to 
the fame preponderance in determining 
the fcheme of their education, as, for 
fimilar reafons, he will commonly do well 
to give to the opinion of his wife with 
refpec&t to the mode of bringing up his 
daughters. 


If domeftic circumftances be fuch, that 
the girls are to be fent to a boarding-fchool, 
let not the mother be influenced in her 
choice by the example of high life and 
fafhion.; nor by the practice of her neigh- 
bours and acquaintance; nor by a ground- 
lefs partiality for the {pot where fhe was 
herfelf placed for inftru@tion. Let her re- 
member what are the objects of prime im- 
portance in education, and give the pre- 
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ference to the feminary where they are moft 
likely to be thoroughly attained. Let not 
the difficulty of afcertaining the feminary 
worthy of that defcription incline her to 
acquiefce in one which fhe ought not to 
approve. Her child’s happinefs in this 
world and in futurity is to be deemed at 
ftake. The fecondary objets of education - 
may il a competent degree be obtained in 
aloft every place. And what is the im- 
portance of thefe when compared with that 
of the others? Be it remembered, that among 
the parents, who, in the hour of reflection, 
neither eftimateaccomplifhments above their 
true value, nor forget the peculiar tempta- 
tions attached to eminence. in fuch acquire- 
ments, there are fome whom the contagion 
of fafhion, and an emulous defire of feeing 
their children diftinguifhed, lead to a de- 
gree of earneftnefs and anxiety, refpecting 
the proficiency of their daughters, which 
could be juftified only, if {kill in dancing, 
in-mufic, in French, in Italian, ought to be 
the prime objects of human folicitude. Let 


the opportunities which vacations furnifh 
be 
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be watchfully employed in fupplying what 
is defe€tive, in correcting what is errone- 
ous, in ftrengthening what is valuable, in 
the inftru€tion conveyed and the fentiments 
inculcated at the fchool. And let the in- 
ftructors be encouraged to general exer- 
tion, and to the greateft exertion in points 
- of the higheft concern, by perceiving that 
the progrefs of the pupil in the various 
branches of improvement is obferved with 
a fteady and a difcriminating eye. 


It can fcarcely be neceflary to obferve 
that if a daughter be educated at home, and 
recourfe be had to the affiftance of a go- 
vernefs, much care is requifite in the 
choice. ‘To meet with a perfon tolerably 
qualified as to mental accomplifhments, is 
fometimes not an eafy tafk. But to find 
the needful accomplifhments united with 
ductility, with a placid temper, and with 
active principles of religion, is a tafk of 
no {mall labour ; and a tafk deferving of 
the labour which it requires. Let the 
affiftant be ever treated with friendly kind-» 
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nefs. But let her be kept attentive to the 
duties of her office by the fuperintending 
vigilance of the parent. And let the pa- 
rent, now that fhe is relieved from much 
of the bufinefs of the fchool-room, be the 
more affiduous in thofe maternal occupa- 
tions, in which the governefs will probably 
afford her lefs fubftantial aid, the eftablifh- 
ment of her daughter’s religious principles, 
the regulation of her difpofitions, and the 
improvement of her heart. 


In the government of children, the prin- 
ciple of fear as well as that of love is to be 
employed. There are parents, efpecially 
mothers, who, from an amiable but extreme 
apprehenfion of damping filial attachment 
by the appearance of {feverity, are defirous 
of excluding the operation of the former. 
To work on the youthful mind primarily 
by means of the latter, and to employ the 
intervention of fear only in a fubordinate 
degree, is unqueftionably the way to con- 
ciliate fondnefs while authority is upheld. 
But among imperfect beings, conftituted as 

we 
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we are, the maintenance of authority feems 
ever to require the aid, in a greater or a 
lefs degree, of the principle of fear. The 
Supreme Father of the univerfe fees fit to 
employ it in the moral government of man- 
kind. On what grounds are we to hope 
that love fhould prove fufficient to fecure to 
the parent the obedience of the child, when 
it is not of itfelf able to enfure the obedience 
of the parent to his Maker? In proportion 
as the fpirit of religion gains a f{tronger pre- 
dominance in the human breaft, conformity 
to the laws of God fprings lefs from the 
impulfe of fear, and more and more from 
the warmth of grateful love. But the im- 
perfeGtions of mortality muft be put off, 
before we can arrive at that ftate, in which 
“ perfect love cafteth out fear.” In like 
manner, as reafon unfolds itfelf and Chrif- 
tian views open to the mind, the child 
will ftand lefs and lefs in necd of pofitive 
control, and will be more powerfully ac- 
tuated every year by an affectionatc carneft- 
nefs to gratify the parent’s defire. But as 


long as the rights of parental authority 
Ce 3 fubfift, 
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fubfift, the impreflion of awe, originally 
ftamped on the bofom of the offspring, is 
not to be confidered as ufelefs. Children 
are diftinguifhed from each other by ftrik- 
ing differences in the bent of their inclina- 
tions, and in the ftrength of their paffions. 
Fear, therefore, is an inftrument more fre- 
quently needful in the management of 
fome than in that of others. But it ought 
never to be employed by itfelf. Whenever 
reproof, reftraint, or any mode of punifh- 
ment is requifite; ftill let affection be 
vifible. Let it be fhewn not only by 
calmnefs of manner and benevolence of 
expreffion, proofs which may appear not 
very conclufive to the child at the time 
when it is experiencing the effects of 
parental difpleafure ; but alfo by ftudying 
to convince the underftanding of the pupil, 
both that the cenfure and the infli€tion are 
deferved, and that they are intended folely 
for the ultimate good of the offender. 


Let not maternal love degenerate into 


partiality. Children are in no refpect more 
quick- 


rcin.org.pl 


ON PARENTAL DUTIES. 391 


quickfighted than in difcovering preferences 
in the behaviour of their parents. Itis not 
partiality in a mother to feel a temporary 
preference in a cafe where merit demands 
it. Nor is it in all cafes wrong to avow 
fuch a preference, for the purpofe of ex- 
citing the lefs deierving to progreflive in- 
duftry and virtue. For that very purpofe, 
and alfo to preclude the apprehenfion of 
real love being impaired; let it be avowed, 
and let the points to which it extends 
be affectionately fpecified to the lefs de- 
ferving, if you perceive the exiftence of 
it to be fufpeGted. But beware of teach- 
ing your children to vie with each other; 
for it is to teach them envy and male- 
volence. Point out, at fit opportunities, 
to thofe who have not done their duty the 
proper conduct of thofe who have performed 
it; but proceed no further. Prefs no com- 
parifon; provoke no competition. An emi- 
nent moral writer (£), adverting to two op- 
pofite but unneceflary evils in the fyftem of 
(p) Dr. Johnfon—See Bofwell’s Journal of a Tour 

to the Hebrides, 2d edit. p. 103. 
ole tg | educa- 
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education, has pointedly obferved; “I would 


“ rather have the rod to be the gencral ter- 
“ ror to all to make them learn, than tell a 
“ child if you do thus or thus, you will be 
““more efteemed than your brothers or 
“ fifters. By exciting emulation and com- 
“ parifons of fuperiority, you lay the found- 
“ation of lafling mifchief. You make 
“brothers and fifters hate each other.” 
The purpofe of leading children to imitate 
what is right, and to avoid what is repre- 
henfible in the conduét of another, may 
frequently be anfwered by taking care to 
praife or cenfure the latter in the prefence 
of the reft, without addreffing the difcourfe 
immediately to thofe, who, on account of 
their faults, ought more efpecially to attend 
to it. This method, when likely to be 
efficacious, is generally the moft advifable, 
as pointing leaft to invidious comparifons : 
and is particularly eligible in the cafe of 
children, whofe minds difplay a pronenefs 
to envy and malevolence. 


If I were required to fingle out from the 
fuilings, which invade the bofom of child- 
hood, 
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hood, that which from the facility with 
which it is acquired and nurtured, and from 
its infidious, extenfive, and durable effects 
on the charaéter which it taints, calls for 
the moft watchful attention from parental 
folicitude ; that to which in my appre- 
henfion the diftin@tion would be due, is 
art. Other faults ufually difclofe them- 
felves by indications vifible to common 
eyes. This is frequently found capable of 
eluding even the glance of penetration ; 
and of concealing not only itfelf, but al- 
moft every other defect of heart and con- 
du& with which it is affociated. Other 
faults in moft cafes appear what they are. 
This continually affumes the femblance of 
virtue. Other faults incommode, thwart, 
and fometimes contribute to weaken and 
correct each other. This confederates and 
co-operates with all. In the dawn of life 
it is often encouraged by the leffons inftilled 
by fervants, who teach children to difguife 
from their parents by indire& falfehood 
petty acts of mifconduct and difobedience ; 
and fometimes by the indifcretion of pa- 
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rents themfelves, who applaud in a for- 
ward child thofe inftances of cunning, 
which either prove an inherent tendency 
to habits of deliberate artifice, or will 
eafily pave the way for the acquifition of 
them. Opennefs in acknowledging im- 
proper behaviour of any kind, is a difpo- 
fition to which a child ought from infancy 
to be led by the principles both of duty 
and of affection. To accept fpontaneous 
confeffion as a fatisfaction for every fault 
would not be to cherifh virtue, but to fofter 
guilt by teaching it a ready way to impu- 
nity. But an immediate and full avowal 
ought ever to be admitted as a ftrong cir- 
cumftance of palliation ; and the refufal or 
neglect of it to be noticed as the addition 
of a fecond and a heavy fault to the 
former. 


Parents are fometimes extremely impru- 
dent both in the manner and in the fub- 
ftance of their converfation in the prefence 
of their children. If they feel a fudden 
impulfe to fpeak of fome tranfaction which 

they 
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they are aware ought not to be divulged ; 
or to give an opinion concerning the cha- 
racter or conduét of an individual, while at 
the fame time they are unwilling that it 
fhould tranfpire ; they often appear to for- 
get the acutenefs and intelligence which 
their children have attained. They attempt 
to obfcure the purport of their difcourfe by 
whifpers, ambiguous phrafes, and broken 
fentences, which ferve to excite the young 
lifteners to attention ; teach them to annex 
importance to what they have heard; and 
ftimulate them to communicate it in the 
nurfery, partly from an early vanity to 
fhew the knowledge which they have col- 
lected, and partly from the defire of having 
their curiofity gratified with the remainder 
of the ftory. Sometimes the fubjet of 
the myfterious converfation held by the 
parents refpects the child itfelf. Fondnefs 
cannot refrain from eulogium; while judge- 
ment fuggefts the confequences of its being 
heard. It is therefore couched in terms, 
and darkened by allufions, which the child 
is feldom at a lofs to interpret. Praife, 


height- 
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heightened by ineffectual attempts at dif- 
guife, excites more vanity and conceit than 
even the imprudence of open panegyric. 


But among the various ways in which 
the converfation held by parents in the 
prefence of the child has a frequent ten- 
dency. to injure the difpofitions, and lead 
aftray the judgement of the latter, the 
mot dangerous, perhaps the moft com- 
mon, is yet to be fpecified. If the fitua- 
tion of an individual of either fex be the 
fubjeét of difcourfe, what are the parti- 
culars which are generally fingled out as 
the moft eminent fources of fatisfaction, 
as the moft obvious grounds on which the 
perfon to whom they appertain deferves to 
be felicitated by every one? Wealth, per- 
fonal beauty, fafhionable manners, fhewy 
abilities and acquirements, rich or polite 
connections, the profpect of advancement, 
of emolument, of power. The virtues of 
the heart are not always omitted. Some- 
times they are even diftinguifhed by an 
avowed preference. But they are praifed 

in 
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in cold language and with a cold counte- 
nance: while eager elocution, animated 
features and fparkling eyes, and geftures 
expreflive of heartfelt approbation, per- 
haps of defire or of envy, denote the rela- 
tive value practically afligned to the two 
claffes of objects of which we fpeak. What 
then are the effects which will be produced 
on the mind of the young liftener? Their 
nature, their ftrength, and their durability 
no one can doubt. It is neceffary to add 
that the fault in parents which has here 
been cenfured is not to be cured nor to be 
avoided merely by the exercife of difcretion. 
This is a cafe in which no degree of dif- 
cretion will be able to enfure habitual cau- 
tion and forbearance. The evil is deeply 
feated in the heart of the parent; and to 
purify the heart is the only remedy. Let 
parents themfelves learn to prize at the 
higheft rate thofe things which arc of the 
greateft intrinfic worth; and then, and 
then only, will their converfation be fuch 
as not to enfnare their children into a falfe 
eftimation of objeéts, which have little or 


no real value. 
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During the years when both the body 
and the mind are to acquire the firmnefs 
which will be effential to each in the ftrug- 
gles and temptations of life, let not your 
offspring be enfeebled and corrupted by 
habits of effeminate indulgence. Let them 
be accuftomed to plain food, fimple clothing, 
early and regular hours ; to abundant ex- 
ercife in the open air; and to as little regard 
of the viciffitudes of feafons as is confiftent 
with reafonable attention to health. Let 
them be guarded againft indulging timidity ; 
and more efpecially againft affected appre- 
henfions, to which girls are frequently prone. 
Let humanity and mildnefs be among the 
principles imprefled moft early on their 
hearts. Let not the impreffion be permitted 
to grow faint: and in common with all juft 
and amiable impreffions, let it be ftrength- 
ened by the hand of religion. Teach them 
to abhor the deteftable {ports derived from 
the fufferings of animals. They who are 
inured in their childhood to perfecute the 
bird or torture the infe&, will have hearts, 
in maturer years, prepared for barbarity to 
their fellow-creatures. Allow not your 
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rifing family to contract pernicious inti- 
macies with fervants. But exact in their 
behaviour to your domeftics a deportment 
invariably gentle and unaffuming. Point 
out the impending hour, when all dif- 
tin€tions of rank will be at an end; when 
the important queftion to each individual 
will not be, What ftation in life have you 
occupied ? but, How have you difcharged 
the duties of that which you were ap- 
pointed to fill? 


It is an object of no fmall importance, 
when the bufinefs of domeftic education 
verges towards a clofe, to proceed in fuch 
a manner that the fhackles of inftruction 
may drop off by degrees; until at length 
what is ftill required will probably be con- 
tinued, when no longer exacted, from 
habit and choice. Few circumftances can 
be more dangerous, than for a young 
woman, by being abruptly withdrawn 
from a {tate of pupillage, to have a large 
portion of vacant time fuddenly thrown 
upon her hands, and to be left to fill the 
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chafm with trifles and diffipation. Study 
to lead your daughter to fupply the place 
of the employments from which fhe is 
gradually exonerated, by others better 
fuited to her years, and if more pleafant, 
yet not lefs improving, than thofe which 
they fucceed. l 


When your children approach to that 
period at which they are to be introduced 
into general fociety; be it your care to 
cherifh the ingenuous opennefs which by 
habitual opennefs on your part and every 
other proper mcthod your previous con- 
duct has been calculated, or ought to 
have been calculated, to infpire. Ante- 
cedently to the Reformation, when young 
women were removed to their own homes 
from the monafteries, in thofe days the 
feminaries of education, in which they 
were inftructed in writing, drawing, con- 
fectionary, needlework, and alfo in phyfic 
and furgery, then regarded as female ac- 
complifhments; they were treated in a 
manner calculated to preclude confidence 

and 
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and friendfhip between them and their 
parents. ‘ Domeftic manners,” we are 
told (g), “© were fevere and formal. A 
“ haughty referve was affected by the old; 
“and an abje& deference exaéted from 
“ the young.— Daughters, though women, 
& were placed like ftatues at the cupboard ; 
“ and not permitted to fit, or repofe them- 
“felves otherwife than by kneeling ona 
“‘cufhion, until their mother departed. . 
“ Omiffions were punifhed by ftripes and 
“blows: and chaftifement was carried to 
* fuch excefs, that daughters trembled at 
“ the fight of their mother.” Even in times 
not very diftant from thofe in which we 
live, it was the cuftom for girls, when ar- 
rived at fuch an age, as to be fully capable 
of bearing a part in general converfation, 
to be condemned to almoft perpetual filence 
in the prefence of their parents. To guard 
children, whatever be their age, againft a 
premature and forward affumption of wo- 
manhood, and againft acquiring a habit 
of pert or inconfiderate loquacity, is a 


(q) Henry's Hiftory of England, vol. vi. p. 648, 649- 
DD branch 
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branch of parental duty. But to-encou- 
rage your daughters, and fo much the 
more as they approach nearer to the time 
of life when they muft a& for themfelves, 
to an unaffected eafe in converfation be- 
fore you, and a familiar interchange of fen- 
timent with you, is among the leaft un- 
certain methods of rendering your fociety 


pleafing and inftructive. 


Though time and judgement have fo- 
bered the excefs of warmth and of fenfibility 
by which your feelings, when you began 
firft to be introduced into the world, were, 
like thofe of other young people, charac- 
terifed ; let it however be apparent to your 
children, when at the period of life now 
under confideration, that you have not for- 
gotten what they were. To the welfare of 
your daughters in particular this is a point 
of the higheft concern. Unlefs it be evi- 
dent that you underftand and frankly enter 
into the emotions, which new fcenes and 
new temptations excite in their minds; 


how will it be practicable for you to correct 
the 
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the mifconceptions, difpel the delufions, 
and unravel the artifices, by which the 
fervour and inexperience of youth are en- 
{nared ? If you encounter errors occafioned 
or encreafed by fenfibility with auftere 
coldnefs, with vehement chidings, or with 
unbending authority that difdains to aflign 
reafons, and to make allowance for circum- 
ftances of mitigation; you deftroy your 
own influence, and produce not conviétion. 
Your difapprobation is afcribed to preju- 
dice, to temper, to deadnefs of feeling. You 
are obeyed; but it is with inward reluc- 
tance, and with an augmented pronenefs to 
the ftep which you have forbidden. Cona 
fidence, withdrawn from yourfelf, is tranf- 
ferred to companions of the fame age with 
your child, and therefore liable to the fame 
miftakes and the fame faults. Coincidencé 
of ideas rivets her opinion of their judge- 
ment; friendfhip blinds her to their mif 
condu&t. She is thus in a great meafure 
removed from your hands into the hands 
ef others, who are not likely to be qualitied 
for the office of guiding her, and may be 
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in various refpects fuch as are likely to 
guide her amifs. Her love for you may 
poffibly not be radically fhaken ; but her 
refpect for your determinations, her folici- 
tude to have her own fentiments confirmed 
and fandtioned by your concurrence, her 
diftruft of her own views of characters 
and proceedings when contrary to your 
opinion, is univerfally impaired. Study 
‘then during the childhood of your daugh- 
ter, ftudy even with greater anxiety as her 
youth advances, to train her in the habit 
of regarding you not as a parent only, but 
as a friend. Fear not, when fhe enters 
into the temptations of the world, to point 
out with unreftrained fincerity the dangers 
in which novelty, and youthful paffions, 
and fafhionable example, involve her. If 
you point them not out fully and affidu- 
oufly, you abandon the duty of a parent. 
But to preferve the confidence of a friend, 
point them out with affectionate benignity, 
mindful of the hazards to which you were 
yourfelf expofed under fimilar circum- 
ftances, at a fimilar period of youth. It 


1s 


rcin.org.pl 


ON PARENTAL DUTIES. 405 


fs thus that you may hope effeCtually to 
guard your daughter from modifh folly 
and diffipation, from indifcreet intimacies 
and dangerous conneGions. It is thus 
that you may engage her to avail herfelf 
of the advantage of your experience; and 
render to her, by your counfel, the moft 
fignal benefits both in the general inter, 
courfe of fociety, and particularly when 
fhe meditates on any profpe& which may 
be opened to her of fettling in connubial 
life. 


There is a medium which is not always 
eafy to be obferved, with refpec&t to daugh- 
ters being allowed to accept invitations to 
pafs fome time in other families. Such in- 
tercourfe on proper occafions is improving 
as well as pleafant. But if a young woman 
is accuftomed to be frequently abfent from 
home, roving from houfe to houfe, and ac- 
cumulating vifit upon vifit; fhe is in no 
fmall danger of acquiring an unfettled and 
diffipated fpirit; of becoming diffatished 
with the calm occupations and enjoyments 
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of the family firefide ; and even of lofing 
{ome portion of the warm affection which 
fhe felt for her parents and near relations, 
while fhe was in the habit of placing her 
chief delight in their fociety. If the parent 
would guard her daughters from all pro- 
penfity to this extreme, let her aid the 
fobriety of difpofition and fedatenefs of 
character, already inftilled into them, by 
the charms of never-failing and affeCtionate 
good humour on her own part, which are 
effential to the comfort of domeftic life, and 
particularly attractive jin the eye of youth. 
There are fafhionable mothers who, at the 
fame time that they introduce their daugh- 
ters into a general and free acquaintance 
with others of their age, fex, and ftation, 
carefully inftil into them the prudential 
maxim, to contract friendfhip with none. 
The {cheme either fails to fucceed, or breeds 
up a character of determined felfifhnefs. 
Let the parent encourage her daughters in 
friendly attachment to young women, in 
whom amiable manners and virtuous prin- 
ciples are exemplified. With the fociety 

of 
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of fuch friends let her willingly gratify 
them; fometimes abroad, more frequently 
under her own roof. But let her not con- 
fent to their refidence in families where 
they will be converfant with enfnaring 
company of either fex; where boldnefs of 
demeanour will be communicated by ex- 
ample, an extravagant fondnefs for amuf- 
ments infpired, habits of ferious reflection 
difcouraged, and the rational employment 
of time difregarded. Let her not be flat- 
teréd by the folicitations, imprudent, how- 
ever well intended, of ladies of fuperior 
rank, defirous to introduce her daughters 
into circles in which, according to their pre- 
fent place in the fcale of fociety, they are 
not deftined to move. If ambition be once 
kindled by introdudtion intoa higher {phere, 
is it likely that it will defcend contentedly 
from its elevation? Is it likely that the 
modeft retirement of private life will re- 
main as engaging as before? 


It is acommon remark, that fifters gene- 


rally love their brothers more warmly than 
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each other. If the fa& he admitted, it muft 
be acknowledged, I apprehend, to have 
been rightly afcribed to competition. Bro- 
thers can fcarcely ever be engaged in the 
purfuit of an object, which can excite 
rivalfhip on the part of a fiter. It is in- 
deed feldom that they are rivals to each 
other. When they enter into active life, 
they are immediately diftributed into dif- 
ferent profeffions and fituations. One isa 
clergyman, another purfues phyfic, a third 
ftudies law, a fourth becomes a merchant. 
One refides in a country village, another 
in a provincial town, another in the ca- 
pital, another in a fea-port. They may 
forward each other ; but they cannot clafh. 
They move on in parallel lines; fome 
with greater, fome with lefs celerity, but 
never crofs each other’s courfe. Whereas 
filters, both while they continue in the 
paternal manfion, and afterwards when fet- 
tled in marriage, are frequently drawn into 
competitions by the fhewy trifles and fol- 
lies on which the female mind is too apt 
to dote And whenever they begin ta 

enter 
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enter into competitions, mutual affection 
inftantly cools. A mother, in confirm- 
ing her children in reciprocal love, ought 
uniformly to bear this diftin@tion in her 
mind. 


There is fcarcely any circumftance by 
which the fober judgement and the fixed 
principles of parents are fo frequently 
perverted, as by a fcheming eagernefg 
refpecting the fettlement of their daugh- 
ters in marriage. That a daughter fhould 
be fettled in marriage is a point on which 
parents, who would not take an im- 
proper flep to promote it, are feen too 
earneftly to fix their hearts. They do 
not fufficiently reflect that the great ob- 
jet, which both old and young ought 
to have in view through life, is, to do 
their duty, as in the fight of God, in 
the fituation in which they are actually 
placed,without being too folicitous to change 
it. In proportion as the mind of a young 
woman is likely to lean with too ftrong 
q bias towards matrimony, the more care- 
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fully ought a parent to guard againft 
aiding the delufion. Yet not only is 
this truth very frequently difregarded, 
but abfurd and unjuftifiable adtivity is 
employed to effect matrimonial eftablifh- 
ments, A mother, who has perfonally 
experienced how flight the conneétion is 
between connubial happinefs and the 
worldly advantages of wealth and gran- 
deur, is often feen training her chil- 
dren in the very paths which fhe has 
found rugged and ftrewed with thorns. 
The opinions, the paffions, which, having 
fmothered, fhe imagined that fhe had ex- 
tinguifhed, fhew themfelves to be alive. 
She takes pains to deceive herfelf, to de- 
vife apologies to her own confcience for 
indulging in the cafe of her children the 
{fpirit of vanity and the anxiety for pre- 
eminence, which on every other occafion 
fhe has long and loudly condemned. She 
magnifies in fancy the power of doing 
good, the command of worldly enjoy- 
ments, all the advantages, comforts, and 
gratifications, which rank and opulence 

confer ; 
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confer; diminithes in the fame proportion 
the temptations and the drawbacks with 
which they are accompanied; and dif- 
covers reafons which would render them 
peculiarly trifling in the prefent inftance. 
Has fhe herfelf been unhappy, notwith- 
ftanding the poffeffion of riches and 
honours? She afcribes her misfortune 
to accidental caufes, from the effe& of 
moft, if not all, of which fhe conceives 
that her daughter may eafily be fecured. 
Her hufband’s temper unexpectedly proved 
indifferent: fhe herfelf had unforefeen 
bad health, and partly through want of 
care: the neighbourhood unluckily was 
more unfriendly and difrefpectful than 
could have been apprehended: opportuni- 
ties of doing good happened to be uncom- 
monly rare, and generally occurred at times 
when it chanced not to be thoroughly con- 
venient to embrace them : and various other 
fingular and unaccountable circumftances, 
the exiftence of which fhe perfeQly remem- 
hers, though fhe does not at prefent recolle@ 
the particulars, all confpired to prevent her 
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from enjoying the happinefs naturally be- 
longing to her fituation. Her daughter, 
however, may be more provident, and 
alfuredly will be more fortunate. Satisfied 
with this explanation, fhe ftudies the means 
of throwing her daughter into the way of 
young men of ftatien more or lefs fuperior 
to her own. And while the continues to 
periuade herfelf, that religious principles 
and a worthy character are the grand ob- 
jects to which fhe attends in the future 
hufband of her child; fhe is prepared ta 
admit with refpect to each of thofe par- 
ticulars a confiderable deduction from the 
ftandard which fhe profeffes to have fixed, 
when compenfated by a title, or the ad- 
dition of a thoufand pounds in the rent- 
roll, Public places now prefent them- 
{elves to her mind as the fcenes where 
her wifhes may have the faireft profpe& 
of being realifed. She enlarges to her 
_ hufband on the propriety of doing juftice 
to their daughter’s attractions, and giving 
her the fame chance which other ladies 
of her age enjoy of making a refpectable 
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conqueft ; dwells on the wonderful effect 
of fudden impreffions; recounts various 
examples in which wealthy baronets and 
the eldeft fons of peers have been cap- 
tivated by the refiftlefs power of female 
elegance in a ball-room, and forgets or 
paifes over the wretchednefs by which 
the marriage was in moft inftances fuc- 
ceeded; and drags him, unconvinced, 
from London to Bath, from Tunbridge 
to Weymouth, that the young woman 
may be corrupted into diffipation, folly, 
and mifconduét, and expofed, as in a 
public market, to the infpedtion of ba- 
chelors of fafhion. It would fcarcely be 
practicable to invent a fyftem more in- 
delicate to the feelings of the pcrion for 
whofe benefit it is profefledly carried on ; 
nor one whofe effect, confidered in a ma- 
trimonial point of view, would have a 
greater tendency to betray her into a hafty 
engagement, and the unhappinefs which a 
hafty engagement frequently forebodes. 
But in this plan, as in others, cunning 
not [eldom overreaches itfelf. The jea~ 
loufy of other mothers fufpects the fcheme ; 
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the quickfightednefs of young men dif 
cerns it. When once it is difcerned, its 
confequences are wholly oppofite to thofe 
which it was intended to produce. The 
deftined captive recoils from the net. The 
odium of the plot, inftead of being con- 
fined, as juftice commonly requires, to 
the mother, is extended to the daughter, 
and purfues her whitherfoever fhe goes. 
In the intercourfe of private families in 
the country, where fimilar fchemes are 
not unfrequent, though conducted on a 
{maller fcale ; the forward advances and 
fludied attentions of the mother to young 
men of fortune whom fhe wifhes to call 
her fons-in-law, are often in the higheft 
degree diftrefling to her daughters as well 
as Offenfive to the other parties; and 
in many cafes actually prevent attdth- 
ments, which would otherwife have taken 
place. 


The adjuftment of pecuniary tranf- 
actions antecedent to marriage commonly 
belongs to the fathers of the young peo- 
ple, rather than to maternal care, But 
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the opinion of the mother will, of céurfe, 
have its weight. Let that weight ever 
be employed to counteract the operation 
of fordid principles; and to promote the 
arrangement of all fubordinate points on 
fuch a bafis as may promife permanence 
to the reciprocal happinefs of the two 
families, which are about to be con- 
nected. 


When matrimonial alliances introduce a 
mother to new fons and new daughters ; 
let her ftudy to condu& herfelf towards 
them in a manner befitting the ties of 
affinity, by which fhe is now united to 
them. If fhe harbour prejudices againft 
them, if pride, jealoufy, caprice, or any 
other unwarrantable emotion mark her 
behaviour towards them; the injutftice 
of her conduét to the individuals them- 
{elves has this further acceffion of crimi- 
nality, that it alfo wounds in the ten- 
dereft point the feelings of her own 
children. 
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The peculiar obligations of parent and 
child are not wholly cancelled but by the 
ftroke which feparates the bands of mor- 
tality. When yeats have puta period to 
authority and fubmiffion ; parental folici- 
tude, filial reverence, and mutwal affeétion 
furvive. Let the mother exert herfelf dur- 
ing her life to draw clofer and clofer the 
links of benevolence and kindnefs. , Let 
her counfel, never obtrufively offered or 
preffed, be at all times ready when it will 
be beneficial and acceptable. But let her 
not be diffatisfied, though the proceedings 
which fhe recommends fheuld not appear 
the moft advifable to her children, who 
are now free agents. Let her ihare in 
their joy, and fympathife with their af- 
flictions ; “ rejoice with them that re- 
“ joice, and weep with them that 
“ weep (7)? She may then juftly hope 
that. their love will never forget what 
fhe has done and what’ fhe has fuffered 
for them; and that the hand of filial 
gratitude will delight to {mooth the path 
of ler latter days. 

(r) Romans, xii. 15. 
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CHAP. XV. 


FURTHER REMARKS ON THE DUTIES 
BELONGING TO THE MIDDLE PE- 
RIOD OF LIFE. 


Aone the duties appertaining to the 
female fex in the middle period of life, 
thofe which are peculiar to the wife and 
to the mother hold the principal rank, 
and form the larger proportion. They 
have already been difcuffed at fufficient 
length. It may not, however, be un- 
profitable to fubjoin fome farther remarks, 
partly referring to the conduct of married 
women during that period, and partly to 
the fituation of individuals, who have 
remained fingle. 


So engaging are the attractions, fo 
impreflive is the force of beauty, that 
women, diftinguifhed by perfonal charms, 

EE are 


rcin.org.pl 


418 ON THE DUTIES OF THE 


are not permitted long to continue un- 
confcious of being the objedts of general 
attention. Admired and flattered, pur- 
fued with affiduities, fingled out from 
their affociates at every icene of public 
refort, they perceive themfelves univer- 
fally treated with marked and peculiar 
preference. To thofe in whom harmony 
ef form and brilhancy of complexion are 
not confpicuous, youth itfelf, graced with 
unaffected fimplicity, or at teat rendered 
interefting by {prightlinefs and animation, 
is capable of enfuring no inconfiderable 
portion of regard. As youth and beauty 
wear away, the homage which had been 
paid to them is gradually withdrawn. 
They who had heretofore been treated 
as the idols of public and private circles, 
and had forgotten to anticipate the ter- 
mination of their empire, are at length 
awakened from their dream, and con- 
ftrained to reft fatisfied with the common 
notice fhewn to their ftation, and the re- 
fpect which they may have acquired by 
their virtues. To defcend from eminence 
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is painful; and to many minds not the 
lefs painful, when the eminence itfelf had 
no real value, and the foundation, on 
which it refted, no durable folidity. She 
who is mortified by the lofs or diminu- 
tion of thofe fuperficial obfervances which 
her perfonal attractions had fometimes in- 
duced admiration to render; and had more 
frequently drawn from curiofity, or va- 
nity, or politenefs, while the blindly gave 
admiration credit for the whole; has not 
known or has difregarded the only qua- 
lities and endowments, which fecure 
genuine efteem, and confer attraétions 
worthy of being prized. Yet, fcarcely any 
{pectacle is more common in the haunts of 
polite life, than to behold a woman in the 
wane of beauty courting with unremitting 
perfeverance the honours which fhe can 
no longer command ; exercifing her inge- 
nuity in laying traps for compliment and 
encomium ; fhutting her eyes againft thofe 
alterations in her own countenance and 
figure, which are vifible to every other 
perfon on the flighteft glance; fupplying 
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by numberlefs artifices, and -expedients 
perpetually changing, the odious depreda- 
tions of time, {welling with envious in- 
dignation at the fight of her juniors en- 
joying in their day the notice once paid 
to herfelf ; unwilling to permit her daugh- 
ters to accompany her into public, left 
their native bloom fhould expole by con- 
trat the purchafed complexion of their 
mother, or their very ftature betray that 
-fhe can no longer be young; and difgracing 
herfelf,, and difgufting even thofe who 
deem it civility to flatter and deceive her, 
by affecting. the flippancy of manners, for 
which youth itfelf would have been a moft 
inadequate apology. 


Among ladies, who have fully arrived at 
the period of age, of which we now {peak, 
there are to be found many who, in confe- 
quence of having been early taught by a 
rational and religious education to fix their 
minds on proper objects, have efcaped even 
from their firft introduGtion into the world 
the dazzling influence of thofe allurements, 
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which fafcinate the greater part of their fex; 
or have iearned from reflection and ex- 
perience in the progrefs of a changeful life 
to rate them according to their proper value. 
Of thofe, however, to whom the one or 
the other of thefe defcriptions is applicable, 
there are fome, who in their converfation 
and intercourfe with young perfons of their 
own fex contribute to eftablifh others in 
the errors which they have themfelves been ' 
happy enough to avoid. Impelled by the 
defire of rendering themfelves agreeable 
to their youthful affociates; a defire com- 
mendable in itfelf, but reprehenfible when 
in practice it becomes the evident caufe of 
indifcretion; they endeavour to fuit theis 
difcourfe to the tafte of their hearers by 
confining it to the fubjeéts of drefs, per- 
fonal appearance, public amufements, and 
other fimilar topics; and by expatiating 
upon them in a manner from which their 
fentiments refpe€ting them might reafon- 
ably be inferred to be very different from 
what they really are. Not that they are 
aufterely to turn away from lighter themes 
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of converfation ; or to confider a total ab- 
ftinence from innocent trifling as one of the 
effential characteriftics of wifdom and of 
virtue. But itis one thing to be auftere, and 
another to be prudent and difcriminating. 
There is an extreme on the fide of com- 
pliance and accommodation. And good 
humour is carried to excefs, when it ex- 
cites mifconceptions ; rivets miftakes ; fanc- 
tions enfnaring cuftoms; and prohibits ex- 
perience from intermixing, amidft the effu- 
fions of cheerfulnefs and benevolence, the 
voice of feafonable inftruction, 


The firft obligation incumbent on every 
individual is habitually to a@ aright in the 
{phere of perfonal duty: the next, to en- 
courage, and, in praportion to exifting 
ability and opportunity, to inftruct others 
todo the fame. St. Paul, in his direGions 
to Titus (s), refpe@ing the admonitions to 
be delivered by the latter to elderly women, 
attends to this diftin@ion. “ Speak thou 


(s) Titus, ii. r. 5. 
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* the things which become found doctrine— 
*t that the aged women likewife be in be- 
“ haviour as becometh holinefs, not falfe 
“ accufers;” not guilty of calumny and 
flander. Having fubjoined to thefe in- 
junctions refpecting their perfonal conduc 
another which, it may be hoped, is in 
the prefent times lefs frequently appli- 
cable in our own country than it feems 
to have been in Crete (¢) in the days 
of the Apoftle, “ that they be not given 
“to much wine ;” he extends his view to 
the duties which they owe to the younger 
part of their own fex. He directs that they 
be “ teachers of good things; that they 
“ may teach the young women to be fober,” 
(full of prudence and moderation,) “ to love 
& their hufbands, to love their children, to 
“be difcrect, chafte, keepers at home, 
“ good,” (of kind tempers,) ‘* obedient to 
“ their own huibands; that the word of 
“ God be not blafphemed.” The obliga- 
tion of imparting inftruGion to young 
(t) Where Titus was refident when St. Paul addreff- 

ed this Epiftle to him.—See Chap. i. 5—12, 13- 
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women preffes on thofe who are further 
advanced in life with the greater force and 
urgency in proportion to the clofenefs of 
the ties, whether of confanguinity or of 
friendfhip, by which the latter are con- 
nected with the former; and alfo to the 
circurni{tances of difpofition, of time and 
place, and various other particulars, which 
may give to the admonition a more or lefs 
favourable profpe& of fuccefs. Let it not 
however be imagined that it binds you to 
confult the improvement of your daughter 
only and you niece, or of fome individual 
thrown by pecuilar events under your im- 
mediate fuperintendence. It binds you to 
confu't the improvement of all whom it is 
in your power to improve, whether con- 
nected with you more or lefs; whether 
your fuperiors, your equals, or your in- 
fericrs; whether likely to derive a higher 
or a lower degree of advantage from your 
endeavours. It binds you to confult their 
improvement by deliberate advice, by in- 
cidental refleGtion, ‘by filent example; ftu- 
dioufly feleQing, varying, and combining 
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the means which you employ according to 
the character and fituation of the perfon 
whom you defire to benefit. It binds you 
to do all with earneftnefs and prudence ; 
with fincerity and benevolence. It binds 
you to beware, left by negligence you lofe 
opportunities which you might with pro- 
priety have embraced ; or through inad- 
vertence and miftaken politenefs contribute 
to ftrengthen fentiments and practices, to 
which, if you are at the time unable to 
oppofe them with effect, you ought, at Icaft, 
not to have given the apparent fanction of 
your authority. 


The good fenfe and the refinement of 
the prefent age have abated much of the 
contempt, with which it was heretofore the 
practice to regard women, who had at- 
tained or paft the middle period of life 
without having entered into the bands of 
marriage. ‘The contempt was unjuft, and 
it was ungenerous. Why was it ever 
deemed to be merited? Becaufe the ob- 
jects of it were remaining in a ftate of 
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finglehood? Perhaps that very circum- 
ftance might be entitled in a large ma- 
jority of inftances to praife and admi- 
ration, So various are the motives which 
men in general permit to have confiderable 
influence on their views in marriage; fo 
different are the opinions of different in- 
dividuals of that fex as to perfonal appear- 
ance and manners in the other; that of 
the women who pafs through life without 
entering into a connubial engagement, there 
are, probably, very few who have not 
had, earlier or later, the option of contract- 
ing it. If then, from a wife and delicate 
reluctance to accept offers made by perfons 
of objectionable or of ambiguous character ; 
from unwillingnefs to leave the abode of a 
defolate parent, ftruggling with difficulties, 
or declining towards the grave ; from are- 
pugnance to marriage produced by affection 
furviving the lofs of a beloved object pre- 
maturely fnatched away by death ; ifin con- 
fequence of any of thefe or of fimilar caufes 
a woman continue fingle, is fhe to be de- 
fpifed? Let it be admitted that there are 
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fome individuals, who, by manifeft ill-tem- 
per, or by other repulfive parts of their 
character, have even from their youth pre- 
cluded themfelves from the chance of re- 
ceiving matrimonial propofals. Is this a 
reafon for branding unmarried women of a 
middle age with a general ftigma? Be it 
admitted that certain peculiarities of de- 
portment, certain faults of difpofition, 
which, though they cught ftudioufly to 
be fhunned and corrected, it is not necef- 
fary here to recite, are proverbially fre- 
quent in women, who have long remained 
fingle. Let it then alfo be remembered 
that every fituation of life has a tendency 
to encourage fome particular errors and 
failings; that the defetts of women, who, 
by choice or by neceflity, are in a fituation 
extremely different from that in which the 
generality of their fex is placed, will al- 
ways attract more than their proportional 
fhare of attention ; and that whenever at- 
tention is directed towards them, it is no 
more than common juftice at the fame time 
to render fignal praife to the individuals, 
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who are free from the faults in manners 
and temper, which many under fimilar 
circumftances have contracted. Let it alfo 
be obferved, that in the fituation of the 
perfons in queftion there are peculiarities, 
the recollection of which will produce in 
a generous mind impreffions very different 
from icorn. They are perfons cut off 
from a ftate of life ufually regarded as the 
moft defirable. They are frequently un- 
provided with friends, on whofe advice or 
afliftance they can thoroughly confide. 
Sometimes they are deftitute of a fettled 
home; and compelled by a fcanty income 
to depend on the protection, and bear the 
humours, of fupercilious relations. Some- 
times in obfcure retreats, folitary, and 
among ftrangers, they wear away the 
hours of ficknefs and of age, unfurnifhed 
with the means of procuring the afliftance 
and the comforts which finking health de- 
mands. Let not unfeeling derifion be 
added to the difficulties, which it has per- 
haps been impoffible to avoid, or virtue not 
to decline, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


ON THE DUTIES OF THE DECLINE OF 
LIFE.—CONCLUSION. 


Tue courfe of our enquiry now condudts 
us to the period, when gray hairs and aug- 
menting infirmities forbode with louder 
and louder admonition the common ter- 
mination of mortality. The fpring and 
fummer of life are paft; autumn is far ad- 
vanced ; the frown of winter is already felt. 
Age has its privileges and its honours. It 
claims exemptiqn from the more arduous 
offices of fociety, to which its ftrength is 
no longer equal ; and immunity from fome 
at leaft of the exertions, the fruit of which 
it cannot enjoy. Deprived of many active 
pleafures, it claims an equivalent of eafe 
and repofe. Forced to contract the {phere 
of its utility, it claims a grateful remem- 
brance of former fervices. From the child 
and the near relation, it claims duty and 
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love: from: all, tendernefs and refpect. 
Its claims are juft, acceptable, and facred. 
Reafon approves them; fympathy wel- 
comes them; Revelation fantions them. 
* Let children requite their parents (x). 
“ Defpife not thy mother when fhe is 
“old (x).” “ Intreat the elder women as 


29 


“ mothers (y).” “ Ye younger, fubmit 
“ yourfelves unto the elder (z).”  “* Thou 
“ fhalt rife up before the hoary head (a).” 
But if age would be regarded with affection 
and reverence; it muft fhew itfelf invefted 
with the qualities by which thofe feelings 
are to be conciliated. It muft be ufeful 
according to its ability, by cxample, if not 
by exertion. If unable .to continue the 
full exercife of ative virtues, it muft dif- 
play the excellence of thofe which are paf- 
five. It muft refift the temptations by 
which it is befet, and guard itfelf againft 
indulging faults on the plea of infirmity. 
In a word, if the “ hoary head” is to be 


(u) 1 Tim. v. 4. (x) Prov. xxiii. 22. 
(y) 1 Tim. v. 1, 2. (z) 1 Peter, v. 5. 
(2) Levit. 19. 32. 
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“a crown of glory,” it muft be “ found 
“in the way of righteouinefs (4).” 


Of all the methods by which a woman 
arrived at old age may preclude herfelf 
from enjoying the refpe&t to which by her 
years alone fhe would have been entitled, 
an attachment to the gay amufements of 
youth is perhaps the leaft uncertain. To 
behold one whofe countenance, whofe 
figure, whofe every gefture proclaims that 
the laft fands of life are running out, 
clinging to the levities of a world which 
fhe is about to leave for ever; haunting 
with tottering fteps the fcene of public 
entertainment ; and labouring with fickly 
efforts, to win attention by the affectation 
of juvenile {prightlinefs and eafe; to behold 
gray hairs thus fpontaneoufly degraded 
and debafed, is not only one of the moft 
difgufting, but one of the moft melancholy 
f{pectacles which can be furveyed. 


Avarice is one of the vices of age, which 
is more frequently exemplified among men 


(4) Prov, xvi. 31. 
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than in the female fex. The caufes of the 
difference may eafily be explained. The 
attention of men in general is more or lefs 
direQed by the circumftances of their con- 
dition to the accumulation of money. In 
the cafe of thofe who purfue lucrative pro- 
feffions, commerce, or any other employ- 
ment of which gain is the obje&, the fact is 
manifeft. It is fcarcely lefs apparent in 
the cafe of noblemen and private gentlemen, 
who live upon the incomes of their eftates. 
A reafonable defire of providing fortunes 
for their younger children, without leaving 
an immoderate burthen on the patrimonial 
inheritance, commonly difpofes them to 
fludy at leaft, if not to accomplith, plans of 
annual faving. From thefe cares and occu- 
pations women, whether married or unmar- 
ried, are comparatively freee In the next 
place, their native ftock of benevolence and 
liberality is often lefs impaired than that of 
the other fex, accuftomed in the active 
bufinefs of life to the continual fight and 
knowledge of fraud, felfifhnefs, and de- 
merit. Hence, when advancing years bring 
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in their train timidity, fufpicion, an high 
opinion of the power of wealth to com- 
mand refpeét, or anyother feeling or per- 
fuafion which is adapted to excite or to con- 
‘firm a propenfity to avarice; that propenfity 
‘finds in the antecedent purtfuits and habits 
-and fehtiments-of men encouragements and 
fupports which- among individuals of the 
female fex it experiences iwa lefs degree or 
not at all. Among the aged, however, of 
the female fex; there are’examples of co- 
vetoufnefs fufficient to authorife a deliberate 
admonition againft it. 


A deficiency in tender ¢oncern for the 
ihterefts of others is occafionally perceptible 
in the aged. © Of the ties which united them 
to the world, many are broken. The ho- 
nours,’ the “purfuits, ‘the profits, even the 
temporary happinefs and misfortunes of in- 
dividuals may well appear to them in the 
light in which they ought to be feen by 
every ‘individual of the human race, as 
trifles when contrafted with eternity. The 
fenfations too become blunted; and the 
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inertnefs of the body weighs down the 
activity of the mind. Hence the liveline{s 
and warmth of benevolence are fometimes 
impaired. To preferve them undiminifhed 
in the midft of infirmity and pain, and 
while perfonal connedtion with mortal 
events is daily becoming loofer and loofer, 
is one of the nobleft and moft endearing 
exertions of old age. 


Affectionate tendencies, however, in the 
bofoms of the old proceed, in fome in- 
ftances, to an extreme; and require, though 
not to be checked, yet to be regulated. 
Fondnels attaches itielf with pernicious 
eagerne{s to onc of the children of the fa- 
mily; refts not without the pretence of the 
favourite obje; deftroys its health by 
pampering it with dainties ; and f{timulates 
and ftrengthens its paffions by immoderate 
and indifcriminate gratification, Many a 
child, whom parental difcipline would have 
trained in the paths of knowledge and vir- 
tue, has been nurfed up in ignorance and 


prepared for vice by the blind indulgence 
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of the grandmother andthe aunt. Unwil- 
lingnefs to thwart the wifhes of old age, 
curtailed of many enjoyments and impatient 
of contradiction, frequently reftrains the 
parent from timely and effectual inter- 
ference. Were this obvious circumftance 
confidered beforehand, and with due feri- 
oufnefs, by women advanced in years, they 
would lefs frequently reduce thofe with 
whom they live to the embarrafling di- 
lemma of perfgrming a very irkfome duty, 
or of acquiefcing in the danger and de- 
triment, perhaps in the ruin, of their off- 
{pring. 


Among the defeéts of old age querulouf 
nefs is efteemed one of the moft prominent. 
Complaint is the natural voice of fuffering ; 
and to fuffer is the common lot of declining 
years. Even in the earlier periods of life, 
women of weak health and irritable {pirits 
not feldom contract a habit of complaining ; 
and though when called to fevere trials, 
they may difclofe exemplary patience, yet 
they indulge in common life a frequent 
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recurrence ‘of the tones and language of 
queruloufnefs. The inward trouble feems 
ever on the watch for opportunities of re- 
vealing itfelf;.and any litte mark of regard, 
any'expreffion of tendernefs, from a huf- 
“band or a brother, immediately calls forth 
the intimation of an ailment. In age, 
‘when the affeGion of children and near 
felations: is rightly diftinguifhed by parti- 
cular affiduity and folicitude ; when, if the 
hand of Providence withhold acutenefs of 
pain, fome degree ‘of infirmity and fuffer- 
img is “mercifully allowed to’ give almoft 
conftant admonitions of an event which 
cannot be remote; when garrulity, no 
Tonger employed on the variéty of fubjedts 
‘which “once ‘interefted the ‘mind, dwells 
with’ dligmentéd eagernefs ‘on prefent ob- 
jects ‘and prefett fenfations; it ig not fur- 
‘prifing that a difpofition “fo “complaint 
‘fhould gather ftrength. But let all who 
fuffer remember, that it is. not by continual 
lamentation that the larget meafure of 
cothpaffion i is to be obtained.. Reiterated 


impreffions lofe their force. “The ear be- 
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comes. dull to founds to which it is habitu- 
ated. A part of the uneafinefles defcribed 
by the fufferer is attributed to imagination ; 
and the mind of the hearer, inftead of 
eftimating the amount of the remainder, 
wonders and regrets that they are not borne 
better. Among the ftrongeft fupports of 
pity is the involuntary reverence com- 
manded by filent refignation. 


Another of the unfavourable charaGter- 
iftics by which age is fometimes diftin- 
guifhed, is a peevith and diffatisfied tem- 
per. To thofe who are converfant with a 
narrow circle of objects, trifles fwell into 
importance. Small difappointments are 
permitted to affume the form of ferious 
evils; inadvertence and unintentional omif- 
fions are conftrued into pofitive unkindnefs. 
Novelties of every fort difguft; and every 
little variation is a novelty. All things 
appear to have changed, and to have 
changed for the worfe. Manners are no 
longer fimple, as they were once: fafhions 
are not rational and elegant, as heretofore: 
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youth is become noify, petulant, and irre- 
verent to its feniors: rank and ftation are 
no longer treated with refpect. Moral vir- 
tue has diminifhed: tradefmen have loft 
their honefty, fervants their ready and 
punctual obedience. Even in perfonal 
appearance the rifing generation is far in- 
ferior to the laft. The very courfe, and 
afpect, and energy of nature fympathife 
in the general transformation. ‘The fea- 
fons are no longer regular and genial: the 
verdure of the fields is impaired: flowers 
have loft their odours, fruits their relifh. 
Such are the fufpicions prone to irritate 
the bofoms of the old; fuch the repinings 
which too often dwell upon their lips. 
To tolerate, to pity this waywardnefs. is the 
office of the young; to guard againft in- 
dulging it is the duty of the aged. Let 
the former anticipate the hour in which 
they too, fhould they furvive, will be 
tempted blindly to attribute to every fur- 
rounding objeét the decay which has taken 
place in their own faculties alone. Let the 
Jatter recall to mind the fenfations with 

I which 
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which they themfelves, in the prime of 
life, witnefled fimilar mifconceptions, and 
liftened to milar complaints, 


If age have its peculiar burthens, it has 
alfo, when crowned with piety, its pecu- 
liar confolations. The fervid pathons 
which agitated the breaft of youth have 
fubfided: the vanities which dazzled its 
gaze have ceafed to delude. Cheerful hours, 
enlivened by the fociety of defcendents, of 
relations, perhaps of fome coeval friend en- 
deared by the recolleétion of long eftablith- 
ed regard, ftill remain. If maladies prefs 
heavily on the funétions of life, if pain 
embitter the remnant of your fatisfactions ; 
yet the duration of your fufferings cannot 
be long. If the day be far fpent, the hour 
of ret muft neceflarily be at hand. The 
young, when overtaken with calamitics 
correfponding to thofe which you endure, 
know not but thar, according to the fettled 
order of human events, a very long period 
of forrow and anguifh may await them, 
From all fuch diftreffes you will fhortly be 

FF4 at 
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at peace. ‘Whether your waning years be 
loaded with affliction, or glide away placid 
and ferene ; have you not ftill in your pof- 
fefon the chief of earthly bleffings, the 
promifes of the Gofpel, the profpeéct of 
immortality? If thofe promifes, that 
profpet, be not adapted to give you 
comfort, lay not your difquiet to the 
charge of age ; charge it on your paft life, 
on your own folly, on your own fin: 
and labour ere the day of grace be paft, 
ere the portentous fhades of death and 
mifery clofe around you, to make even 
yet your peace’ with God through the 
mediation of an atoning Saviour. But if 
you have fo lived as to have an intereft in 
the glorious hopes of Chriftianity ; how 
peculiarly ftrong muft be your delight in 
Jooking forward to rewards, from which 
you are {eparated by fo brief an interval ! 


Endear then yourfelf to all around you 
by cheerful good-humour, by benevolence, 
by..affectionate kindnefs, by devout pa- 
tience and refignation, By feafonable ex- 

hortation, 
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hortation, by uniform example, endear to, 
them that piety. which is your, fupport, 

Engage them to.a continual remembrance, 
of the hour, when they fhall be as you 
are. So fhall your memory fpeak the 
language of inftrudtion and of comfort, 
when you are filent in the grave. 


_ In youth and in age, in fingle andin ma- 
trimonial life, in all circumftances and under 
all relations, to live ftedfaftly and habitually 
under the guidance of thofe principles which 
they who are now lying on the bed of death 
are rejoicing that they have obeyed, or 
mourning that they have difregarded, is the. 
fum of human wifdom and human happi- 
nefs, ‘ The Lord is not willing that any 
“ fhould perifh, but that all fhould come 
to repentance (c)? “ God loved us, and 
“ fent his Son to be the propitiation for 
“ our fins (27)”—* whom God hath fet forth 
“ to be a propitiation through faith in his 
* blood (e)? “ If ye, being evil, know 

(c) 2 Peter, iii. 9. (2) 1 John, iv. 10. 


- (e) Rom. iii. 25. 
“ how 
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“how to give good gifts unto your 
“ children; how much more fhall your 
“heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
“to them that afk Him (f)?? “ The 
“fear of the Lord, that is wifdom, and 
“ to depart from evil is underftanding (¢).” 
“ He that will love life and fee good days, 
“let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
“and his lips that they {peak no guile. 
“Let him efchew evil, and do good: 
“Tet him feek peace and enfue it. For 
“ the eyes of the Lord are over the right- 
“ eous, and his ears are open to their 
“ prayers: but the face of the Lard is 
“ apainft them that do evil (4).” “ The 
“ righteous fhall be recompenfed in the 
“ earth—the righteous hath hope in his 
“ death ().” “ If thou wilt enter into 
“ life, keep the commandments (4).” “ Be- 
“lieve in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
“thou fhalt be faved (/).” You may 


(f) Luke, ii. 13. (2) Job, xxviii. 28. 

(4) 1 Peter, iii, ro—12. (i) Prov. xi. 31.—xiv.32. 

(k) Matt. xix. 17. (2) Agts, xvi, 31. 
difbelieve 
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difbelieve Chriftianity : but its truth is not 
on that account impaired. You may 
flight the impending day of retribution : 
but its approach is not on that account 
retarded. “ The Lord hath purpofed ; 
“ and who fhall difannul it?’ “ I am 
“ God, declaring the end from the be- 
“s ginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done; faying, 
“ My Counfel fhall ftand {m).” What 
if Chriftianity had commanded you whol- 
ly to refrain even from reafonable plea- 
fures and moderate indulgences? Would 
you have murmured at temporary for- 


(3 


bearance when compared with an eternal 
reward? Chriftianity however impofes no 
fuch reftri&tion. Even in this refpect its 
“yoke is eafy,” and its “ burthen is 
“ light ;” eafy and light to all who ars 
difpofed to fulfil what they perceive to 
be their duty. It prohibits you from no 
pleafures except thofe which, had Chrifti- 
anity never been revealed, your own rea- 


(m) faiah, xiv. 27.—xlvi. 9, 10. 


fon, 
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fon, if unbiaffed, would have condemn- 
ed. It reftrains you from no innocent 
gratifications, except when they would 
be unfeafonable or exceflive ; when; by 
preventing you from difcharging fome 
prefent duty, or rendering you lefs qua- 
lified for the difcharge of duty at a fu- 
ture period, they would diminifh your 
everlafting recompenfe. Be it however 
remembered, that they who, in deciding: 
whether they fhould or fhould not adopt 
a life of religion, bring into the argument, 
any calculations as, to the.amount of pre~ 
fent pleafures to be facrificed, are as. 
little acquainted with the dictates of fober 
reafon, as with the fpirit of chriftian re-. 
pentance and converfion. If your days. 
be crowned with worldly bleflings, if 
you have competence and health, if you. 
be happy in your parents, your con- 
nections, your children; what folid de- 
light could you feel in the contemplation. 
of your felicity, did you know no more 
than that every object whence it is de- 
rived is together with yourlelf defcending 

with 
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with ceafelefs rapidity to the'abyfs of death? 
‘How would you have borne to ftand on the 
brink of the-gulph, gazing acrofs in vain 
for an oppofite fhore, and looking down 
into unfathomable vacuity; if Religion had 
not unfolded to you the fecrets of another 
world, and inftructed you how to attain its 
never-ending glories? But your comforts 
perhaps'are undermined by ficknefs or mif- 
fortune, and your profpects darkened by 
grief. Religion can blunt the arrows of 
pain, and brighten the gloom of calamity 
and forrow. .. It teaches you the moral and 
fanctifying purpofes for which affliction 
and chaftifement are mercifully fent. It 
teaches you that “ by the fadnefs of the 
“ countenance the heart is made better (7).” 
Are your parents unnatural; or are they no 
more? It tells you that you have an Al- 
‘mighty and all-bounteous father in Heaven. 

_Is your hufband unkind? It teaches you to 

win him. by your modeft virtues; and gives 

~ you a foleina ‘aflurance that patience fhall 

not lofe its reward. Are you deprived by 
(x) Eccl. vii. 3. 

death 


rcin.org.pl 


446 ON THE DUTIES OF 


death of a beloved partner in marriage? It 
reprefents to you the Ruler of the Univerfe 
as the efpecial protector of the widow and 
the orphan. Are your offspring taken from 
you in their early childhood? It tells you 
that * of fuch is the kingdom of God (¢).” 
Are they fnatched away in riper years? It 
reminds you that they are removed from 
trials which they might not have with- 
ftood. Were their talents more than ufually 
promifing? It tells you that thofe talents 
might have proved the fources of ruinous 
temptations. Whether you have loft parent, 
hufband, or child, it tells you that “ them 
“ which fleep in Jefus will God bring with 
“him (f).” Ic tells you that the means of 
fecuring to yourfelf a participation of the 
unchangeable happinefs, deftined for thofe 
who have been faithful fervants of Chrift, 
are offered to you by the grace of God, 
are placed within your reach, are prefled 
upon your notice and acceptance. Religion 
at times fpeaks to you the language of 
terror. It fets before you threatenings as 
(0) Mark, x. 14. (p) 1 Thef. iv. 14. 
cons 
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confpicuoufly as promifes. It infifts not 
more ftrongly on the comforts and rewards 
affigned to holinefs here and hereafter, than 
on the certain mifery attendant on un- 
righteoufnefs. It dwells not more em- 
phatically on the wifdom and fecurity of 
thofe, who cleave unto God with full 
purpofe of heart, than on the felf-delufion 
and extreme danger of thofe, from the 
obftinately trifling to the obdurate finner, 
who in different degrees fall fhort of that 
{criptural ftandard ; and do not fo love 
their Maker “ with all their hearts, and 
“ with all their minds, and with all their 
“ fouls, and with all their flrength,” as to 
fuffer no pleafure, no intereft, no worldly 
object whatever, to hold the place in their 
thoughts and affections, which is due to 
the love and the fervice of God. It tells 
of “ indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguifh, upon every foul of man 
“ that doeth evil;” of “ the place of 
darknefs and torment, where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is never quench- 
ed;” as plainly as of the inheritance of 

the 
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-the Saints in light, ‘ an inheritance incor- 
ee ruptible and undefiléd,‘a crown of glory 
fie that fadeth not away, fullnefs of joy 
"* in the prefence of God for evermore.” 
“Yet in “its moft awful denunciations it 
evinces a‘défiré to thew mercy. It fpeaks 
the language of ‘terror to lead you to re- 
pentance. It denounces judgements that, 
under ‘the guidance and blefling of God, 
you may‘efcape them. But, remémbet, 
‘that it fpeaks no terrors, it denounces rio 
judgements, which fhall not be executed 
‘on all who perfevere’in difobedience. If 
‘yon be* not among thofe who hear’ the 
final fentence, “ Come, ye bleffed of my 
“ Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world ;” 
you will be of the number 'of them to 
whom it!is'faid, “ depart, ye curfed, into 
*“everldfling fire, prepared for the’ Devil 
“ and his Angels (9).” 


(q)-Matthew, xxv. 34. 41. 


THE END. 
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